
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




'fl'"-l 










.O^^V^ 











\ 



L 



Digitized by 



Google 



r 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



^4 



Digitized by 



Google 




^^yrtJip 



C '■^im^/W'^^i^r77?y, 



yuT^^/^i^ 




I^uf'fis-hsd MartA j.tSoo. iy /£Ji.Syfmcmds.zo.7h/)rr-nar^Jt^nir. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SKETCH 

OF THE 

LIFE AND LITERARY CAREER 

OF 

AUGUSTUS VON KOTZEBUE ; 

WITH THE 

JOUBNAL OF HIS TOUR TO PARIS, 

AT THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR 1790. 



WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 



TRANSLATED FROU TMB GERMAlf Br 

ANNE PLUMPTRE. 



TO WHICH IS SUBJOINED, / , 

AJNT APPENDIX, ■■■ ■ //•• 

INCLUDING 

A GEKERAL ABSTRACT OF KOTZEBUFs WORKS. 



PKINTSD BY C. WHITTlirCSAIf, 
Htm Strut, Fttur Lane, 

FOR K. D. STMONDS, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 

isoo. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADVBRtlSEMEirr, 

BY 

.THE TRANSLATOR, 



QHOHT abstracts of th^ folloivijig Life have al- 
ready been published in various wai/s^ and 
under various formSy but with considerable mis- 
takes and misrepresentations. One of these ab- 
stracts is accompanied by a notCy statingy that 
many things in the original are, omitted in the 
translationy because they zvould have been unin- 
teresting to the English reader. Many things 
indeed are omittedy since the Life is compressed 
into scarcely more than a tythe of its Original 
length. * ^^ : ' 

If any apology for differing from this' opijiron 
be thought necessaryy the present H'Amittttor, 
offers hers in Kotzebue's own zvords * : " Shoidd 
^^ I be reproached ivith having intruded a col- 
*^ lectio^ of trififig insignificant circumstances 
** upon the zvorldy I will not pretend to refute the 
^* charge ; / shall only observe, thai according to 



* See p3ge 109 of the Life. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

» " my ideWSy to those who make the human heart 
" their study, nothing can be uninteresting which 
" contributes towards tracing the progress of its 
" formation" 

To the speculative part of mankind, the Trans- 
lator trusts that this xvill be a sufficient apology 
for the publication of the present volume, since 
its sole object is to develope more fully to the En^- 
glish reader, the heart and mind of an Author 
whose zvorks have obtained So high a degree of 
reputation in this country. To those who may 
take up the volume, with the expectation qf finding 
a succession of extraordinary adventures, she has 
no apology to offer, sensible that they must expe- 
rience disappointment. It pretends to nothing 
more, tfian to exhibiting an interesting picture of 

Qm "ajiHUiit and amiable character. 
• • • \ • 

• • • 

•./..•ji;CfcckJ, 1800- 



■ERRATA. 

fage Line 

19 — — 4, before cotdd, insert /. 

61 — ■» iSy for VHth underi read hen and then, 

9$ — — 23, before remaitud, insert might have. 

toi —*- a6) for had ever tori f ten, read ever wrott. 

214 —— 19, after All snehy add a commas 

270 — - 9, for thrills, read trills, 

305 — — as» for reurrence, read recurrenee, 

3ax — — 17} for audi read who. 
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SKETCH 



PI" 



MV LITERARY CAREER. 



AS an author I have received my abundant 
fliafe both of applaufe and abufe, and fince 
both have been frequently alike undeferved on 
my part, it may perhaps not be wholly ufelef^ 
to thofe young men who are ambitious of tread- 
ing the fame flippery path, to receive inftruflion 
from a veteran. From one who does not indeed 
ftand at the goal of his wiflies — for who ever 
reached that ? — but who has long been purftiing 
the path which he hoped would lead to it, and 
who will now relate without difguife, or orna- 
ment, where he has tottered, or where fallen^ 
where he has been intoxicated with incenfe and 
flattery, where been deceived, or treated witl^ 
B Tidiqul?>:i 
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2 tIFE OF KOTZEBUEV 

ridicule, where he really was favoured by the 
mufe, or where he miftopk a Bacchante^ fpr one 
of the nine. 

Ye young and inexperienced, thefii, ye, who 
have as yet only dipped the ends of your ftaves, 
in the honey of Parnaffus, and think it muft be 
falutary becaufe it is fweet ; paufe for a moment, 
affemble round me and liften. I have given the 
reins to my pen, my heart is opened, and you 
Ihall hear ^equaHy where I was 4irged fcAely by 
vanity, and where I was impreffed with a juft 
fenfe of the true and beautiful. 

Nor will I affume any particular merit for my 
:fincerity, ifince there are fituations m life in which 
it is no lefs eafy for a man to do well than to put 
on his great coat, and they ar^ commonly thc^ 
in which he can faunter about the whole da^ 
unmolefted in the great coat, only bending now 
and then to pluck a flower, not to t^ke up hj^ 
adverfary's gauntlet. When £hut otit fvom th^ 
great worid he lives in ruraj peace, and receives 
more pleafure from the fight of the firft bloiToms 
in May, or from difcovering ;the firjfi biiddiog 
teeth of hi^ infant child, than from receivtrog the 
gracious invitation from a patron^ " j^ou will dine, 
^ with me today'' When content and ferenitjr 
pf mind expand the heart to evejy joy, and con- 

feqaently 
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£4F2 br itdf^Eitrfe^ $ 

lequefitly to ^veiy virtqey aitd when he i( fiw^ 
rounded only by a few beloved frtefids who h«ri 
long learned to feparate the not ignpble emotions 
t>f the feeait fwm tte fniftakes of thfe head, 
Tl^fe^ thefe, ate the ^tuatiotis that kdoo* U 
man readily to acknowledge every fault he has 
cotnimtted^ aaid Which infpire him with confi* 
dence to come imdifm^yed before the public i 
fince then he hears the voice only of the candid 
jtidge who will not treat him with ridtpule^ nor 
diftort his meanings and put m^Ucious interpreta^^ 
tions upon ^ moft innocent errors he cotlfefies. 

** And where," fays RouKeau, *^ Jhall we &i4 
*^ the man of fenfe who has never faid a foolifii 
•* thing F^^Where the honeft Man who ha? nevei 
^^ done any thing reprehenfible ? — Were an ex^li 
" regifter to be kept of every fault committed 
•^ by even the moft perfeft among ftfortals, cKid 
^ were every other part of his charaftpr to bo 
^ carefully fupprefled, what opinion would tbf 
f' world have reafon to fonn of fuch a man?" 

Qo on, then, ye malicious critics, ye ^rwmgter* 
of fame by profeflion, what will yoiat barkiiig 
f^oncern the happy reclufe, provided h^ have d 
wife and a few friends who know and love him f 
^iferable hirelings ! bark fill yojik be tired, it i$ 
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4 j.fFi OF Koresiu^*: 

not in your power to drive from his bofiDm thiat 
vife;aad thofe friends. 

Were I, however, to affert that J write thiA 
flcetch . folely with the view of , ferving young 
auHiors, I (hould advance as grofs a falfeh'ood 
as a Ijookfeller who (hoiild profefs. that in felling 
bis books at a low rate, he has ho other objefl; 
but to reader the purchafe eafy to all lovers of 
knowledge. No, no, my friends ! he only fixes 
this under-price upon a few old fhbpkeepers, 
which haying beien long on his.^ hands he is glad 
to fell at any rate ; and in the fame manner this 
l^etch has been lying J>y in riXy. brain for five 
years. already, and I muft now fend, it out into 
the world to make way for the reception, of pther 
things. 

' Indeed, to own the truth, I have one objeft in 
view in writbg thefe pages, wholly extrinfic of 
all other confiderations, which is, the pleafure I 
fliall derive from the purfuit. I confider author- 
fhip as a luxury, and never in my life did I write 
but one book and one pamphlet that I felt to. be 
a ta&. This was owing to their being under/7 
taken entirely to pleafe f>tiiex people ; confe-r 
quently they were beyond comparifon the worft 
compofitions that ever came from my pen. But 
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all my drancias, and whatever elfe among my 
llQmerotis effufions have excelled the itiofl; in 
beauty artd feeling, have been done for my own 
amufement ; and the gratification I hive received 
from the hours fo fpent, his repaid my toils much* 
more richly than the profits refulting from them^ 
or even the applaule they have procured me from 
the public. 

Let me, then, amid the wanderings of my fancy 
forget the fnow that now lies around my window, 
fo (hall I care little how it fares with the windows 
of my neighbours. Yet let me depretate the ideaof 
any cMie reading my book with the impreflSon of its 
being written at the fetting in of the firft froft> 
a feafon fo uncongenial to ^uthorfhip^ Not 
that I am entering at this momeht upon a ha- 
zardous chafe after applaufc — from that heaven 
defend me! To the finging-bird that pecks at 
my window I would open it with pleafure, and 
who would refufe him admittance? But (Sod 
forbid thftt I fliould attempt to citch him in d 
feare ! 

Come 'forth then, ye enchanting images bf 
youth, though the pictures ye exhibit fcarcely 
feem to bear any refemblance to my prefent felf ! 
Come forth ! delude my fancy^ ye beloved (ha-; 

dows \ 
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ifiiW^lnnS^^eni, ye- fweet hours of mjEinc)?,.a$ % 
^n v$$ow fro0i tibbe ocean of the pi^^ wci flM£ 
<HM^ft fi^^ bf|!ft?^ j^y eyes !— I ftaaj i^on the. 
Vink <ll thf ikeam of time^ smd eageily watch: 
^ ii^nmt $B it bea^ Qi^ S0wer simg upon its 
fuf^!K;e, Sven laow I belftold it glitterbg opon 
tlM^liai^ of 9 wave, fef the I9& tioie ere it be 
plunged into the depth below, and loft for eY«rto> 
iny fight* 

(.jsti^e e^t^h this laft glitter! — See there tha£ 
Wy who lyings, with fixed oy^ upoahis mother's 
$j^3^whilf on awi9(er> eva^iig Ae reads in feme 
gfKJKl Wk W bip andi hi^, i^kf !— See htna agaiti^ 
m^ng i. table of his fiooH and a fcait of diQ 
^OQtftep, Zfi he eegecly ka&» upon a beloired 
tofipa^cf^ while his ball and hobby-hesfe lie neg-f 
^^led m a Gpr^ier! — Ahythat boy fc* chiW. a** 
Ipngert 

My g<fod moiier— thanks be to he^en, flw 
§kiii livesr to witnefa the efiufions of my gratis 
tude ! — ^My good mother, early left a widow,^ re* 
nounced many of the charms and enjoyments of 
$^^ to devote herfelf \f> the educ&tion^ of her 
chilcbren and the foi^mation of their infent Aind^. 
She poflS^ffed a refined tate; with correal! feeltngsr 
aBdsa, ip^nd well cultivated by readings to w&iclr 
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fke adcied a ricH treasure of maternal lendernefs; 
Wkh qoailifcies like tbefe flie could fcaiCfely findr 
Her toil* wlkdljr unreward<ed. . ■ * 

Sheengd^ed tutors for my inftruftion, joimg 
dirkieSj vifho while dnxiou% waiting, till in <}!ia* 
IHy of their go^l^ vocation, they feoul* bie called 
to^ thec&re of ft flock, made me feel moft kesmly 
the weight of their (hepherds* crpoks. They 
iadeedl fpared no pains, within the fph^re of cor- 
re£lion, to i^ake a hope&l fbeep of me. One 
of them was a phyfiognomift, another h^d a heart 
deeply traasfi&ed with the Arrows of love. The 
former w«& eternally criticifing the formation of 
roy Bofe, Ae latter employed me in* conveying 
Mkfs ^Smx to his mifirefs. But the mifchief dbne 
by them was alwa}^ repaired by my mother. 
Gfee ev^mci^ fpent with her, one hour's private 
reading in her room, was of more ufe to me thaii 
all the ti«ne employed in drudging at Langen's 
GoUoquteSy or in poring over Luther's long and 
thort Caiccbifms* My tutors taught the parrot 
to prate, my mother taught the child to feel; 
Fit>m her I imbibed a tafte For reading almoft 
at Jhe bieafi, and ^vetik when I was^ not more than 
jfoiir o9 five years- old, books had m^re charms^ lor 
v» thian a rocking-horfe. 

- The firft Wiork from which I recolle£i to haves 
received any firoag impreffioa was a colledioa 

of 
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fe UPE OF KOT££ttr£. 

of Tal^s frotn various languages, called 3u€H^ 
ifig Hours ^ at that time a very popular book 
for children. It confifted of feveral volumes^ 
^hich, feated in the manner I have before de- 
fcribed, I ufed to read over and over again. 
In the title-page was the figure 6f a fleepfcg d6g,f 
with the motto non omnibus dormio. What this 
vignette was intended to reprefent 1 do not 
know ; but this I know, that even to the prefent 
moment I never pafs a dog afleep without think- 
ing of the Evening Hours. 

My favourite tale amotig this colleftion, and 
which called forth the firft tears of fenfihility I 
ever ftied, was the ftory of Romeo- and Juliet^ 
from which Weiffe took the materials for hi& 
tragedy. It affe£led me fo deeply, that I think 
the preference I have eVef fince retained for pa- 
thetic talesi may perhaps be traced to this iburcey 
fince it is certain that thofe things which make 
a ftrong impreffion upon the mind in infancy, 
have a confiderable influence in forming the future 
tafte^ 

The next work that eagerly attraftcd my at-* 
tention was Don Quixotte, and though that ad-^ 
ftiirable hiftory has lately bcei? much better trans- 
lated by Bertuch, yet I will freely own that I 
never received half the . pleafure from this im- 
proved verfion, a^from what I read in my infancy. 

A child 
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tiTE OF ItOT^E&tTE. 9r 

A child brings to bis ftudies, as well as to his 
p!ay, a ftronger fenfibility, with a greater apti*- 
tadc to k-eceive powerful impreffions, and there- 
fore finds in both, charms which are, in fa£t, ra*" 
ther to be afcribed to the quicknefs of his own 
feelings, than to the real attraflion of the things 
themfelves, as a leaf, though half-withered, dill 
appears beautiful when the morning-fun ihines 
upon iu 

It is therefore that the youth, aiid even the 
man, will fometimes feel an ardent wifh to read 
again in his maturer years, a book with which 
he had been tranfported in his infancy. He en* 
deavours to prociwe it, he fuccjeeds at laft, and 
tiien wonders that he no longer finds it enter- 
taining. '' A^tqfie;'h& {^ys, '' is refined." Ah 
no! but thou haft not perufed it with the like 
fenlations as formerly. A gentle touch fufiiced 
at that time to make every nerve tremble, but 
how, to be affe£ked they muft be fli^eri. Indeed 
\tere it true that this difference is folely the effe£t 
of a more refined tafte, ftill it were but a melan-* 
choly truth, fince it only (hews how much the 
circle of our mental enjoyments muft be every 
momeftt contra£ling. We cannot endure to read 
any- but woiks of decided fuperiority, we value 
ourfelves upon this faftidioufnefs, and make it 
our pride that fuch only can afford us entertain-^ 

ment> 
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ment ; yet we efteem tine eontented mafi vr\i& 
eats his hotioeljr broth with the fanie reliflL that 
Frederick the Second ate his PQleotat^ Is coa«* 
teot> then* oirfy ei ccffporeal vbtuie? 

But hold, thou renowned Don Quoxatte^ thoii 
art leading me too far! — ^Accept my thinks for: 
the many hours of real bappbefs- tboia haft 
procured me^ and fhare them with Siindw9i 
Pan9a» Ye are excellent companions, and moft 
^adly did i receive you as imnates, till the 
wonderful adventurer, Rofainfisa Crufibe, thnift 
you out. With irvefiftibkr force did he,^ a& a 
ma^et, attra£]: me towards biai> as he attra^ 
every other boy* To him I clung, as to the 
choiceft treafore c£ my foul> and with him under 
my arm have frequently flown along the Med^ . 
tvayy as it was called, to the thrcihold of the fta^: 
ble^ there undifturbed by the noile of my ^Isxf^ 
fellows to accompany him in his goat4uiiitings; 
The bout for the evodbg beaver finicky but I. 
beard it not; the fun fet, yet I read on till 
my eyes were weary with endeavouring in 
Vain to read longen Oh, how ahscioufiy did I 
then wiih that fortune might one day thuow me 
dn a defert ifland I Mow delicious, did I find ki 
idea the bread baked in the earth after Rdbiir^- 
fon^s fafhion, and the goat's flefb dreied in pots 
of my t>wn making ! 

I imme- 
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S imtiiedidie];/ heg/m to feared «Aer zlkii^zd^ 
^enUircms RoI)U]^oq6 which the4eiireof iosit^lriott 
bdd pfoduced in my own coimtrj^ hut no om^ 
was to be found that in flreqgtii^ nature, suwd m^ 
tereft, approached the original. The Ifland of 
Felfeabarg indeed charmed me in no fligfet de* 
gree^ and the appearance of the fplrit> rifing^oul 
of tbi^ water in the form of a cloud, gfme me to* 
kraUe feofations of terror* Robert Pierrot aUb 
had ao iocoqficfc^able (hare of m^ fcyour ^ and 
p^rticiilsurly m. tbftt part where he receives caoor 
nlz9/tiem Oft ccnning, out of the cave vntip the 
fkvAh. Bat (UU ih^e were nothJog to my W 
loved Rotitflfea : he remained the objei^ olE myi 
deareA adaiirati(90> while I entectmned a veiiy fin^ 
oeie Bff^0^ for his Friday, suni waa beguiiexl 
of many a feqar by the.artlelis trattipeKts he evino«l 
at meeting again with his facber. 

ilxi ifland, and particularly a. defertiflaa4 were 
9t that time: like words of magic, to my fonU. ta 
which were anaexed at long trains o£ the moAea^ 
chanting images. Sometimes I thought within my-^ 
fiHi^ Why dol learn toi declin^^ to. conjugate^ t</ 
expoundi^-^Were it nob bettec to be inftruded 'm 
fiicb mecfaaniical' trades as I might: hereafter find 
Q&fulia my folitude^ Since> i££itewould granft 
fidjr moft axdent wifov^ inipniceft of- timmL flioold 
imke « VQ^rag^ in a leakj^r fhip» a&d; beL\»-ecdBecl 

e» 
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cm an uninhabited tdaft, \^here I alone of all tW 
crew being faved^ fliould hive nothing with 
which to build myfetf a houfe bdt the fhattered 
rMiains of th^ ve^eh 

Who would havfe thought of this wilh being 
eagerly revived, after a lapfe of five-and-twenty 
years ?^-^I was born with a heart fufceptible of 
an ardent relifli for fociety, confequentlyneceffity^ 
alone could drive me into folitude ; yet I would 
rather live for ever removed from the malice and 
vices of mankind, than be obliged daily to vrit- 
ncfe them, and ddteft my fpcciesi The word 
jUand ftill ele^ifies my foul as formerly, only 
that I no longer wilh it to be uninhabited ; nor 
at the magic found do I now think of RobinfcMi 
Crufoe^ but of thee, my worthy Ungem. Th^ 
iiland thou inhabited, my proved, my faithful 
friend, fliall be my laft afylum s and if fate (hall 
dcftroy ray happinefs in fociety for ever, thou 
ibalt grknt me a little fpot where I may drop a 
'tear unmolefted. over the miferable wreck; 

If at any time my Imagination was over-heated 
by thePeitrl Iflands, or the Ifland of Felfenburgi 
by the floating, or the flying ifland, my mother 
always contrived to fele£t fomething for our 
evening readings which might moderate this ar-^ 
doiir> and make a gentler tmprefiion upon my- 

too 
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too .fiifceplible ftaicy. I \4a15 fond of jS&p's 
Vables, and foon alfo tecame familiarly acquaint* 
ed with GellertVfabks andibngs, many of which 
I learned by heart. , Hallesr and Bodmer .wcn^ 
above me; but with Gleiih, Uz, and Hagedom, 
I was delighted>:bccaufe I cdulduhderftandtheni 
perfeflrly, andwery^^ early in life they became tihr 
jefts of my imitation. . Well do I jremember my 
firft ^attempt at writing poetry- I was fcarcely 
GsLjQSffs old, and ufed to keep my manufcript 
behind the looking-glafs with the rod, The poem 
was to be a defcription of rural fccnery, and the 
images for it were ranfadked from all the poets 
with which I was then acquainted. I well re* 
Hiemb^ the two following lines, fince they ;^iiw, 
ticularly delighted me becaufe they Ikipped fqr 
prettily/ 

£s fin^t die fieigehd^ Lerche, 
£s hupfen die Schafgen am Bergj*. 

The lark, afcending, fings. 

The fheep ikip upon the tnonntains, . 

I was not at all aware, however, that Aey 
were dafltyls ; and, indeed, they w^r^ the only 
lines of that meafure in the whole poem. Foe 
many day§ together did I puzzle my brains to 
make all the other lines dance with equal agility, 
but in vain* Th? remainder of the poena wa^ 

com-^ 
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14 tlVn eT XOTZZMVIL. 

etwpbfed of beavjr ^fidees, mliich I eouM not 
alter; ndtbier eoi]dd I comprehend how it wan 
poffiUe to make Terfes eith&t creep oq at a foot'a 
fwoe^ cr gaDop Ht pl^isit. 

; £cm afiber i ventured on a fitftel&jr at dra^ 
ioisAic wntihg. The tikie of the MUfc>mifii tmi 
^e two Hmrtfinen had accidentally ^ien into 
tpy hands: the favourite litde opeiia on that ikirjr 
Wfis JT^t then in exifleace, or at leaft was mi'^ 
knifwn to me. On this fubjeft J wrote a Comedy, 
wbich £11^ a i^hoie odavo pQ|;e« I was kideed 
fitk&^le, tha4E to bear cuiy refeanUance to a real 
eomedy;, it ou|;ht to have baen immeafurafcfy 
longer ; but where was I to karn the art of fpiiiH 
mng my thread to a proper leng^th ? 

My paffion for poetry foon produced its ufua| 
effeft of rendering m^ infant heart extremely 
fufceptible of tender impreflions. My affec- 
tions were now ardently fixed upon a very 
amiable young woman/ even then grown up, and 
who afterwards became my aunt. On my fe-. 
fetitfc birth-day, the 30th. of May 1768, I wrote^ 
^ very paflicmate letter addrefied to this lady, 
Tipon the Wank leaf of a drawing*book. ! made 
her many tender reproaches for her cruelty, in 
preferring the uncle to the nephew, vowed an 
unitfteraWe fidefity to her, and concluded with 

requefting 
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ve^ueftiag pemuffioa, as tiie greateft io£ «U &* 
^viMrs, to ki£s h^v little deUqaH^ wHte hftnd. 

This drcwnftance I owa to be ill itself «x* 
tremely iftfignificant : I only lashention it eh ac^ 
pount of the confequences. My mother difco* 
vering the letter, and finding the expreffions and 
turn ^f ii^tiiQent £»: jdbove my year«, WM lex- 
tresB^y delighted, Bor could her mftterotl vanity 
forUear reading it in my prefence to ioooe vliitcm 
who jwere at the boufe. They yery iiaturally, 
though to my ^tter co^fulaon, laughed at it moft 
ke^rtily, aiid this gave me the £rft really, «ml 
<}ee];dy tormenting feafation that I ever nemem* 
Uei^ to have experienced. Nor v^ere thcfe feel* 
iags^tranfifcory. A lading impreffioa wbs made 
upon my ibul ; and every time the letter was read 
afcgiain — ^for my mother's vanity flopped not zt 
a fingle readings — this torment was renewed witii 
ever-increafing bitternefs. I ufed to retire to ai^ 
oui-houfe, where we kept wood, and there flied 
1^ mgfl poignant tears of ihame and diiap- 
pointed ambition, till at length I fecretly got the 
detefted drawing-book out of a little green comer 
copboaird in which it was kept, and threw it into 
the fire. From tlixis period I loft £br a long time 
all confidence m my motber, with regard to coo^ 
cems of the heart ; and I mention the circum-r 
jlafice aa a warning to parents and others e&gag* 

■^■' ■'■■ " . - ^4 
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ed in education, to be extremely cautious h<>\r 
they condud themfelves in tHis refpe6t towards 
children of atute feelings. Nothing can be more 
hazardous than to expofe them, even though 
only in fport, to the mortification of being put to 
the blu(h, 

Thofe who make the human heart their ftudy, 
cannot but have obferved how often a propen- 
fity to religious enthufiafm is the companion of 
fuch an early fufceptibility to love. It was not 
therefore furprizing, with a heart formed like 
mine, that excefs of piety ffaould in infancy be 
one of its prominent features. In truths fo 
ftrong was this paffion within me, at the titao 
of which I fpeak, that had it continued as I ad-* 
vanced in years, my mother muft long ago have 
experienced the fame happinefs that fell to the 
lot of the mother of ISt, Borromeo, 

No fooner had I left my bed in the morning, 
than haftening down into the garden^ I locked 
myfelf into a place which delicacy forbids me 
to mention, that I might be perfeftly retired and 
undifturbed in my devotions. There kneeling 
down, I poured out the effufions of my heart 
to my Creator, not in any regular form, but in 
fuch ejaculations as occurred at the moment, 
vrhich iffiied from the very bqttom pf my foul. 
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and werfe generally accompanied with tears of 
awe and contrition. Well do I remember how 
much trouble it occasioned me, to make what I 
thought fufficient variations in my pious orifons, 
as I was apprehenfive left God fhould be offended 
if there was too much fimilarity in them, and 
think that I put him off with the fame things 
every day. It was always my opinion, that a fet 
form of prayer from a book could not be accept- 
able to the Deity, becaufe he muft know already 
every thing that the book contained; and for 
this reafon I had an infupportable averfioii to 
Benjamin Schmolken^s morning and evening de- 
votions, in which I ufed to read every day to my 
mother. With true ecclefiaftical fetf-lufficiency, 
therefore, did I refleO: upon my hours of private 
prayer, in which, according to my ideas, the Al- 
mighty learned foraething new. 

Shall I confefs by what means it happened, 
that this early propenffty to piety was extin- 
guifhed in my mind ? It may perhaps hardly ap- 
pear credible, but it was by atf^ndarice at church. 
Twice every Sunday did the tutors at Weimar 
regularly carry their pupils thither, where they 
wene not allowed to fpieak, to move a limb, or 
even to ogle with the pointed angels upon the 
ceiling. The ftrifteft filence and attention to 
what was going forwards was required 3 nay, 

C more. 
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more, we were expefted to write down. Of 
jetain in our memories ati leaft, the text affd 
heads of the difcourfe, which, in truth, was ufu- 
ally a moft vapid compofition. In winter, this 
talk was performed with perifhing fingers' ends ; 
and in fummer, when the weather was bright 
and ferene, with an anxious longing to be out 
in the open air. 

How many hoilrs of wetfrinefs and languor 
have I endured in the Caftle Church at Weimar, 
till at length I fell upon an expedient for render-^ 
ing them fomewhat lefs irkfome ! No fooner had 
I caught from the preachei' as much as was ne- 
ceffary to relate at my return home, than I ftole 
into a retired comer of the feat, with the Wei- 
mar hymn-book, and there fludied a hiftory of 
the fiege of Jerufalem annexed to it by way of 
appendix. In this I found a luxuriant repaft 
. for pay imagination. The cry of the Tunatic, in 
particular, who uttered the dreadful founds of 
Woe ! Woe ! from the walls of Jerufalem, feemed 
every Sunday as I read, to echo in Riy ears*, and 
made my heart trill with horror^ It will eafily 
be conceived, that fmce this was the only book 
to be had at church, I read the hiftory over fo 
often, that at laft I could nearly repeat it by 
^eart^ 
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Ye parents and tutors ! if ye feek to edubate 
ybur children to real piety and good morals^ 
be careful how you weary their young minds 
With going to church, cb uld cite many fear- 
ful examples of the ill efie£ls produced in chil« 
dren by the l&ffitude and want of emJ)loymfent 
they experience there. The fiege of Jerufalem 
is not always at hand to relieve their languor, and 
the imagination being left wholly to its own de- 
vices, fchemes have thiis been formed which 
have occafiohedthe founds of Woe! Woe! to be 
uttered by other mouths than the man above 
alluded to. 

F'or myfelf, my exehiplary piety wjw nbt only 
extinguiihed, but I foon became an abfolute in* 
fidel. I might be about nine or ten years old, when 
bne day I accidehtally alked my tutor whether 
God could create another being greater and more 
powerful than himfelf ? To this enquiry, made 
in the fimplicity of my heart, I received a high- 
toned and peremptory tiegiative, whence I im* 
mediately drew the donclufioil that God could 
hot be omnipotent. This, indeed, the more I 
revolved it in my mind, feemed td me fo much 
the more clear and incontrovertible, that I could 
by no means comprehend how the world had re* 
mained for fo many centuries blind to fo palpable 
a truth, and I valued myfelf not a little upon my 
C 2 own 
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own acut^nefs in having now made the difco-* 
very. Many weeks did I cherilh this felf-impor- 
tai^t feeling, and even endeavoured to make pro- 
felytes among my yo\mg companions, to my inge- 
nious hypothefis. But it carHed not the fame 
force of conviftion -to their minds as to mine* 
Some laughed at me j others would not liften to 
my arguments 3 till at length I grew weary of 
preaching to no effedt. The flame that burned 
bX firft with fo much ardour, wanting nouriftiment 
from vanity, was extinguifhed by degrees, and 
after a while nothing remained of the meteor that 
had fo tranfported my fenfcs but the pleafing 
impreffion infpired by the idea of having firft 
learned to think for myfelf. . , 

About that tinoe, a lovely girl, between fifteen 
and fixteen years of age, the only child of two 
difconfolate parents, died at Weimar of the 
fmall-pox. She was beloved, though in filence^ 
fince he never made known his paffion even to 
its objeft, by a boy who wis then advancing to- 
wards thp age of manhood. He was fome 
years older than myfelf; but as we lived in the 
fame houfe, and as I always lent a willing ear 
to his enamoured tranfports, I became, notwith; 
ftanding the difference of our ages, his confidant^ 
and conftant companion. Sometimes I accora^ 
panied him in an evening under the window of 

ki^ 
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his fuffering miftrefs's apartment, where we have 
ftood patiently waiting for hours together in the 
rain or fnow, watching in the hope of gaining 
fome intelligence of her, though perhaps at laft 
we could not perceive any thing but indiftinft 
fliadows, ypon which to form conje£tures, that 
were always reciprocally communicated. 

* Once — fo frefli is the recolle£lIon in my me-, 
mory, that it feems as though the event had 
happened but yefterday — we could diftinguifli. 
pretty clearly upon the curtain, the fhadow of a[ 
perfon with a fpoon in her hand, apparently 
going to give fome medicine to the unhappy 
fufFerer. My companion began to weep bitterly, 
though in the public ftreet; and fo deeply wa^ 
I affe£ted by his fituation, that my tears flowed 
in fcarcely lefs abundance. It was natural 
enough that fuch a fcene (hould make an imprefr 
fion upon me, too ftrong to be effaced by any 
lapfe of time. The night was dark and' difmal, 
the weather flormy. Thefe circumftances, toge- 
ther with the glimmer of the lamp from the fick; 
room, the fliadow of the perfon with the fpoon 
faintly feen upon the curtain, the fobs and agony 
of the afflifted youth, the melancholy refieftiou 
that a lovely girl, whom I had often feen (kip- 
ping and dancing about in all the gaiety of 
health and fpirits, was perhaps ^t that moment 

dying, 
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^ying, formed a combination of images capa-: 
ble of fetting a lefs ardent imagination than 
mine into a tempeft of emotions. The effeft 
upon me was fo powerful, that when the poor 
girl aftually died, I felt t^he mpA poignant an- 
gui(h of heart, exclufiye of all qonfidersitions o^ 
fympathy for her lover. 

I, however, foon found a fource of confolation 
jiot granted to him. I vvrote an elegy upon het 
death ; and as it was not compofed with any 
attention to poetical rules, but was diftated folely 
by feeling, I fucceeded far better in this attempt 
than in any thing I had yet produced. It was 
ferioufly fuggefted by feme friends, that the 
poem ought to be printed. Th^ bare idea of 
this raifed fuch exquifite tranfports in my bofom, 
that, notwithftanding my real affe£lion for the, 
youth, and forrow for the maiden, I believe, if 
^ prayer of mine would have recalled her to^ 
life, I could not have prevailed upon myfclf 
to offer it up at the expence of this offspring 
of my brain. Thus did the vanity of author- 
fliip firft exercife its all-powerful tyranny over 
pie. The elegy was never printed, for what 
reafon I do not recoUeft, but the applaufe I 
received from the compofition would entirely 
bave effaced my forrow, even though the unfor- 
l[unate girl had been my own beloved. 

I cpme 
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X come now to that period of my life when, 
from the circumftances into which I was acci* 
dentally thrown, my future deftiny was irrevoca- 
bly decided, and I was doomed to experience all 
the pains and pleafures that inevitably attend 
the dramatic writer. The deceafed player, Ab- 
bott, came with his ftrolling company to Wei- 
mar, and fitted up the riding-houfe as a theatre. 
Never' within my memory had Weimar been vi- 
fited by any players, and my curiofity was ex- 
cited beyond all bounds.. It will eafily be ima- 
gined, then, what tranfports I felt when Mu- 
laeus, the admirable Mufd9us, who had always 
honoured me with his particular notice, and who 
at. that time was Governor of the Pages, came 
one evening, and requefted my mother to let me 
accompany him to the play« 

With a facred awe did I enter the theatre, an 
awe the Caftle Church was never capable of in-i 
fpiring. The number of lights, the crowd af-r 
fembled, the guards, the myfterious curtain, alto- 
gether raifed my expeftation to an unexampled 
pitch. The play was Klopftock's DeatA of Adam. , 
Mufaeus let me ftand upon the bench before him, 
that I might fee over the heads of the other fpec-r 
tators. The curtain drew up: I was all eyes, 
fill ears. Not a word, a look, or an attitude, 
ffgaped me. I was impatient if any one of the 

^^udience 
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audience coughed or blew his nofe. I abfolutely 
ftamped with my foot uppn the bench if a trour 
blefome neighbour began to talk to Mufaeus, who 
was top complaifant not to anfwer him. No ! 
alive as my heart has always been to powerful 
imprefBons, never did I experience any thing 
equal to the prefent. 

I came home alrhoft ftunned with delight. I 
was alked, how I liked the play ? Ah, my God ! 
liked! — What a feeble word to defcribe my 
feelings ! I wanted fome new mode of expref- 
fion coined on purpofe to reprefent them : none 
of the old ones were fufficiently forcible. Fain 
^ would 1 have painted in the moft vivid colours 
all I had feen, in hopes to make others feel it 
as I did, but I was only convinced of the im- 
potence of words to accomplifh my aim. I nei- 
ther knew where to begin nor to end. I would 
have afked no greater bleffing of fate, than to 
grant that I might be prefent every night at fuch 
a performance. Robinfon Crufoe's Ifland was 
iio longer an objeft of defire to me, for on that 
defert fpot there could be no theatre. It was ^ 
totally incomprehenfible to my mind how people 
could talk of the play with fo much compo* 
fure, and go on calmly and quietly with their 
avocations as ufual. According to myidieas, 
they ought all to have run about the ftreets, like 

the 
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the citizens of Abdera, crying, " Oh thou ruler 
wer gods and men! Mighty , mighty Abbott!" 
Did any one alk my mother whether fhe intended 
to go that evening to the theatre, and fhe an- 
fwered in the negative, that fhe was engaged to 
take a walk, or fomething of the' like kind, " My 
God!" I thought within myfelf, " how is it 
" poffible that thofe who can do as| they pleafe, 
^' (hould prefer a walk to the play !'* 

Inexpreffible, therefore, were my tranfports, 
when, not long after, a regular theatre was inftir 
tuted at Weimar, under the patronage of the 
Duchefs Amelia, that favourite of the Mufes. 
The company was undoubtedly one of the beft at 
, that time in Germany, fince the family of Seller, 
Brandes, Bock, and the immortal Eckhof, were 
the principal performers. 

Eckhof I thou great and good man, I blefs thy 
alhes ! Thou didft aflift to form my heart and 
underftanding, to awaken many a noble feeling 
in my bofom, and by thy wonderful perform- 
ances, to enrich my reafon and fancy with ideas 
and conceptions that could only have been in- 
fpired through fuch a medium. Often when \ 
have feen thee pafs by our houfe in a nforning to 
reheacfal, dreffed in a plain coat and an un- 
combed periwig, yfl\\\ a (looping unaffuming 

gait. 
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gait^ how have I been aftonifhed at reflefting 
that this was the fame man who, in the even- 
ing when he walked the ftage as a king or gener 
ral, feemed born to command ! Thy reprefenta^ 
tiotis of the human charafter, at thofe moments, 
were to me a fchool of wifdom, while by thy con* 
duS oflF the ftage thou didft inftruft nie how to 
feparate rqal merit from es^teroal ofteptation, 

As Richard the Third, Duke Michael, Odo- 
ardo, and Father Rode, Eckhof was unrivalled. 
Plays were performed three nights in the week, 
and my obtaining permiffion to be prefent at 
them depended partly on my general good beha«r 
viour, partly on my particular diligence itt my 
ftudies. A French go v^rnefs was iq thofe days, 
chief arbitrefs of the fuprem^ blif$ of my life^ 
With her I ufed to read and tranflate Madame 
de Beaumont^s works, and every day had a tefti-s 
monial home with me, confifting either oikpn^ 
piedioare, or the dreadful word m^/. If the latter, 
adieu to all thoughts of the play for that ev^^ 
ing, as my niother was never accefliy? to in- 
. treaties. How often, therefor?, when Madame 
LouveFs pen was dipped into the ink to write 
f he fatal word mal, have I taken her beautiful 
white hand, kiifed it, and bathed it with my tears^ 
till I could prevail on her )to moderate the feyerityj 
of ray fentence at leaft into a mediocre / 
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My paflion for the flage increafed every day, 
Jis the theatre w?^s entirely fupported by thf 
purt^ there was no paying for admiflion, bu( ^ 
limited number of ticket^ were regularly givea 
opt. Thus, on fifftival days, when a new piece 
or fome grand pantomime ballet was to be per- 
formed, ?m4 th? concpurfe of company who 
yripied to be prefent was confequently unufu- 
ally great, it pftei^ happened that fo infignifi- 
cant a perfonage asi n^yfelf could not procure a 
picket. But as my curiofity was on fqch occa- 
fions more ftrongly excited than ever, I was 
obliged to have recourfe to ilratagem for its 
gratification. Every avenue leading to the thea- 
tre, every comer of the houfe, was as well 
known to me as the infide of my coat-pocket, 
even the pafTages under the fiage were ai; fami* 
liar to me^ as to the man that lighted the lamps. 
When I was hard preffed for admittance, there- 
fore, I ufed to ftand at the entrance allotted to the 
performers, and flip in dexteroufly behind the 
guards. Then, to efcape purfuit, I cyept in-* 
ftantly undpr the ftage, whence a little door led 
into the orcheftra. Through this I got behind 
the great drum, whiph being fomewhat elevated, 
pmpletely concealed my little perfon, and here 
I could fee the performance very commodioufly. 

Would 
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Would to heaven* I had always fhewh equal 
addrefs with refpeS: to the great drania df the 
world ! That I had never engaged in cdfitetts 
with malice and envy, which ftand as guards 
every where, but had only ftolen in behind th'em, 
not venturing upon the ftage myfelf, but re- 
maining underneath it, or at leaft in the orche* 
ftra, concealed by the great drum. Happy the 
trimmers of the lamps, who are never clapped 
or hiffed, and who perhaps at home, as they 
reprefent a contented family-fcene, can exclaim 
withGreffet; 

Une 6ternit6 de gloirie, 
Vaut-cllc un jour de bonhcur > 

I may venture to affert, that among all thd 
frequenters of the theatre, oW or yotmg, I was, 
always the moft attentive. I need only adduce 
in proof of my attention, that I could repeat the 
whole of Leffing's Emilia Galotti by heart, with^t 
put ever having feen the book. It muft how- 
ever be obferved, and 'tis riiuch to the honour of 
the tafte then prevalent in Weimar, formed 
under the influence of an amiable and difcerning 
princefs, that Emilia Gaibtli was performed very 
frequently, and always to full houfes. The 
part of Odoardo was played by Eckhof, and 
was undoubtedly his firft charafler. Madame 
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M0cour as Emilia^ ^ock as the Frlnce^ his wife 
as Claiidia, and above all^ Madame Seller as 
Orfina, united to do juflice to this chtf-J^a^vrort 
of dramatic poetry. The Grateful Son, by 
Engel, was alfo in ray opinion wonderfully im* 
preffive, and my reigning favourite next to Emilia 
Galotti. I foon perfuaded my young compa^ 
nions to engage with me in performing both 
thefe pieces at our hours of play, ^pd I alternately 
undertook every, character. 

Nothing could equal the veaeratioq. with 
which I at that time regarded any aftor, how 
moderate foever might be his profeffional talents. 
Could I but throw myfelf in the- way of one oflF 
the ftage, fo as to hear him fpeaki I was tranf- 
ported in no flight degree, bu^ if I could, contrive 
only to fpeak a fmgle word tp him myfelf,^ my 
ecftafy exceeded all bounds, and I thought my- 
felf honoured beyond the common lot of mortals, 
Well do I remember how I ufed to go every 
Sunday to a perfon of the name of Henfel, to 
learn what plays were to be performed in the 
enfuing week, for at that time play-bills were 
i\Q\ given out as at prefent. At, h<>a)e I made 
all things fubfcrvient to my the^itrical mania* 
It was npt enough for me. tq perfprjn a paftoraj 
drapia, occafionally on a birth-dc^y^ ey^ry new 
pj«ce that fell in my way^ jnuft- ihftantly,be mur* 
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obtained poffeffion of Gerftenberg*s Ugolino; 
ftn excellent drama; and tirell deferving of sL 
tmich higher reputation than it has hitherto ob* 
tained. I regarded it as an ineftimable treafure^ 
fince^ as containing but few charafters, I thought 
it admirably adapted to our private performances. 
It tievef once occurred to me, that though the 
characters were few in number, every one, to 
have juftice done, it, required an a£tor at th^ 
very head of his profeffion, I undertook the part 
of Anfelmo, and perorated it v;rith all the fire of 
my ardent imagination^ 

t mentioned above, the grand pantomimical 
ballets. Thefe were performed in a very fuperb 
ftyie at Weimar. With tranfport do I now recal 
to remembrance the brilliant reprefcntation of 
Jdris and Zenida, Orpheus and Euridice, Incte 
and Yarico, the Amazonians, and many others- 
The lattef was not the lefs powerfully recom- 
mended to me, from the hints for it being fur- 
niflied by Mufaeus. 

thefe ballets had the fame effe£t upon my 

fenfes, as the regular drttmas had upon my feet 

JfngSi and I fbon devifed means for imitating 

them alfo. I made myfelf a Kttle theatre, firfC 

«f wax, then of paperi and at length 6f vvoodi 

Thofe 
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Thofe among my youthfiil affociates who could 
paint, were employed upon my fcenery, and my 
mother and aunt were fet to work at patching 
pieces of filk together, to make dreffes for my 
puppets. They danced their folos, and pas-de^ 
deux by means of wires, and the lightning wai 
made hyfemen lycopodii blown through a quill intd 
the candle. Thus was every new ballet pre-^ 
fented to the public by MeflVs. Koch and Schut2: 
fpeedily exhibited upon my private ftage. The 
tafte for this kind of toy foon fpread among the 
children at Weimar, and no long period elapfed 
before almoft every boy had his Lilliputian thea- 
tre, while my vanity was not a little flattered by 
being conftantly applied to for inftruftion in the 
life of the diminutive machinery. Oh ! condemn 
me riot, ye wife, for dwelling fo long upon thefe 
ehildifli fports; the powerful influence they had 
on my future charafter isfurelyafufiicientexcufe 
for fuch loquacity* 

But even in the meridian of my joys, happened 
that dreadful fire which laid the palace at Weimar 
inaihes, when confequently the theatre, which 
was within its precinft, that ultimatum of all my 
wi(hes, of all my happinefs, was demoliflbed for 
6ver. This triagical event took place on thfc 
very day when Diderot's Pgre de Pamilk was ta 
have been played. . A feaft to which I had looked 

forward 
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forward with more than common delight — de- 
light alas, never to be realifed ! 

The- company was now difmiffed, and retired 
to Gotha. Oh, how many a Awwer of bitter 
tears did I flied at their departure ! Yes, I rauft 
once >more repeat it, 'tis to the impreiSions made 
upon me during that period, that I ovve the prin- 
cipal features of my prefent charafler*. From 
a firm conviction of its utility in forming the 
tafle and morals, I ftrougly recommend to all 
parents and tutors, if fortunately th^y live in the 
vicinity of a well regulated theatre, to carry their 
children and pupils very frequently to that fchooK 
A good drama i^ the moft fpeedy and effe£iual 
of all mediums through which to communicate 
inftru6Uon to the infant heart, to awaken in it 
an abhorrence of vice, to imprefs. it with a lovd 
of virtue, and to excite it to every thing great 
and good. The objeftion commonly made, that 
frequent attendance upon theatrical amufements ' 
tends to diffipate the minds of children^ I confider 
as wholly futile. Never did I purfue my ftudies 

* J*ai toujours reconnu Pefprit des jeunes gens, au detail 
qu'ils faifaient d'une piece nouvelle qu*i!s venaient d*entendre; 
ct j'ai remaxqu^ que tous ceux qui s'cn acquittaient le mieuiPi 
ont et6 ceux qui depuis ont acquis le plus de reputation dans 
leurs emplois. Tant il eft vrai, qu'au fond, Pefprit des affaires, 
et le rentable efprit des belles letlres, eft le m6me. 

... _ , . TOITAIRE* 

with 
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with greater afiiduity^ never did I make a more 
rapid progtefs in them, than when infpired by 
the hope of having my diligence rewarded with 
permiflion to attend the theatre in the evening : 
whereas,*on the contrary, when this charm was 
Joft, I funk for "awhile into a ftat« of extreme 
apathy and indolence. 

Shoold any one here exclaim with uplifted 

hands ; " What an implious wretch ! to admonifli 

" parents againft taking their children to church, 

** and fecothmend their being carried td the 

" play !"-^i can dnly anfwer with a (hrug of my 

(houldtrs^ " I am not refponfible if the fermon 

" and the drama, two paths intended to lead 

" to the fame termination, danot equally anfwer 

" the deftiried pnrpofe. Whatever contributes 

•* towards impr6ving the morals of mankind I 

" regard as facred, without confidering what 

** appdlation it may bear. Were the fame 

" effeft prodiiced by a fermon, as by a play, I 

*^ would recommend the one as earneftly as the 

'*^ ofher, but till I can be convinced that this is 

" the cafe, I muft hold to my prefent opinion. 

^' What if fermons be preached gratis ? is that 

" a reafon why they fhould be dull and tedious? 

" is that a fufficicnt excufe for wearying the pati- 

" ence of an audience ? — Let me a(k any man 

" upon his confcience, whether, if he muft be 

D " compelled 
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" compelled to choofe between two evils, he 
** would not rather fee a bad play, than hear a 
" bad fernion?*' 

I had been now for fome time a fcholar at the 
Gymnafium at Weimar^ an inftitution in whicb 
there was then great room for improveihent. 
I commenced my career in the third clafs, in 
which the pupils atnong other ufelefs thiiigs Were 
all compelled to learn Hebrew. Was it then 
furprifing that inftead of attending regularly at 
the fqhool hours, I Ihould often fpend thai time 
privately with a fchoolfellow, who was educated^ 
or perhaps I ihould rather fay fpoiled, by ah over 
fond uncle, when we were commohly occupied 
in forming plans for afting plays. I remember 
well that we had once determined on perform- 
ing Tie Bufy Idlers^ and had aftuaily been crti-' 
ployed for feveral days in wHting oat the differ- 
ent parts, befotie we perceived that it was the 
fevereft fetire poflible^upon ourfelves. 

In the fecond clafs our ftudies were ordered 
fomewhat better, though even there the pupils 
were employed in many things, which, to fa^ 
the. truth, anfwiered no purpofe but to murder 
time. Among others may be reckoned the 
making of Latin verfes, which was expelled of 
all the fcholars whether they had talents for it 

or 
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or not. The worthy Mufaeus^ much againft his 
incfination, was oux tutor in this branch of learn- 
ing. But if iibme of our time was mifemployed, 
it mud alfo be acknowledged that we acquired 
much valuable fearning and knowledge at this 
feminary- This was indeed principally to be 
aiciibed to the attention and judgment of the 
excellent man above-mentioned, By him we 
were excrcifed in writing letters, and it is well 
known that nobody ever excelled more in epiC- 
tolary writing than Mufseus. An hour in every 
week was befides devoted to poetry, and as thi& 
was on a Saturday, I always looked forward to 
that day with particular delight. The forms ob- 
farred on thefe occafions were thus regulated. 

At the appointed time Mufaeus came among 
the clafs, and enquired whether any fchoiar had 
a poetical compofition of his own to produce, 
for this was very properly a perfeftly volun- 
tary thing on the part of the youth. Yet he 
fcarcely ever failed of finding fome baihful 
wooers of the mufes, who with downcaft eyes 
fignified that they had been taking a canter upon 
Pegafus. The roftrum was immediately refigned 
to t^ juveiiile poet, who afcended it and read 
his produdion, while the matter walked up and 
down io fileftce with his hands behind him. At 
D2 the 
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m 

the coiicluiion of each piece, the work was critf'* 
cifefd by the latter, thotirgh mxt with the fame 
feverity as is cuftomary among the critical corps 
in the world at large/ When the original pro-« 
dii£lion^ were exhaufted, this clatfs of orators 
were fucceeded by thofe who bad only learned 
by heart the works of others as exercifes in 
declamation. But here too all was voluntary. 
Each individual feleScd for himfelf, or took na 
fhare whatever in the excrcife, entirely at his 
own option. Thefe recitations- concluded, Mu* 
faeus here criticifed the delivery, as in the former 
itiftance the compofition, in both giving hk.reafoji^ 
for every remark thai h^ made. How much 
happier in this refpeft were we, than are th# 
great mafs of authors, whofe works are com-^ 
monly criticifed by the world at large vv^ithisut 
any reafon at alK 

As when a child I would only draw my pipufi^ 
orifons from the fources of my own heart, fo now 
I would not oiFer up to the God of poetry the 
effufions of others, but was always amorig the 
fmall mamber who produced their own weedsr 
from, the garden of Parnaffus. To this' day I 
have in my pofieflion feveral trifles composed 
for thefe occafions, which, without incurring the 
cenfure of a too great partiality for my own 

offspring, 
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o&pringy I think I might venture to aflert would 
not be among the worft produftions that ufually 
/compofc the Alm.apa$:ks of the Mufes, 

At that time ballads were much the rage. 
The Almanacks fwarmed with terrific legends 
of knights and ghofts, which, a3 tales of horroi', 
could not fail of exciting my warraeft admiration ; 
nor was'it unnatural in my ardour of authorfliip, 
that I fliould be infpired with 3 fecret ambition 
of rivalling them. I therefore compofed a ballad 
la thi5 very highpft flights of the ruling tafte, a 
■ part of which I have ftill among my papery. 
it contained a fumptuous banquet, and a horrible 
murder; a ghoft appeared preaching repentance, 
and the obdurate finner was at length carried 
away ^y the devil. Tb^ vfriification w^s, hpwev^rj 
eafy and correft. 

On the following Saturday, I fcarcely kne\v 
how to wait for the appointed hour, before I 
produced this mafter-piece, The iinportant mo- 
ment arrived — my heart palpit^tedrr-I afcendqd 
the roftru^i, and read my perfq^m^nce with a 
tremulous voice-— but how did my eyes fparjcle, 
bow did my bofom fw^ll with tranfpprt, when 
?it the conclufion Mufaeus; faid, — Oh words n^ver 
|o b? forgotten 1--^" Good! very good! — frftm 

'* whaV 
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** what Almanack did you borrow it?'' — ^Con- 
ceive, reader, if thou canft — ^but no, 'tis impof- 
fible to conceive with what exultation I anfwered, 
**" It is my own writing." 

*' Indeed ?" faid Mufaeus, " WelV, well, bravo ! 
" go on!" — I was almoft befide myfelf, and 
would not have parted with the feelings of that 
moment to purchafe a kingdom. With cheeks 
glowing with delight I returned to my feat, and 
as I obferved that the eyes of all my fchool-fellows 
were fixed upon me, I concealed my face, wifli 
oftentatious modefty, in the blue cloak which ail 
the fcholars were obliged to wear. 

Fr6m that moment, I confidered myfelf as 
really a poet. Mufa^us had^ faid bravo 1 Mu- 
faeus could think that the ballad was tak^n from 
an Almanack — a fpecies of publication for which 
at that time I entertained a very high refpeft — 
who then could queftion my claim to be confi- 
dered as a fon of the Mufes ? — I had now pro- 
ceeded in my career, and againft every S&turddy 
compofed fomething new, but as it appeared to 
me that nothing could poflibly equal nay ballad,- 1 
contentedly repofed under my laurels, only gra- 
tifying my childifh vanity by always carrying the 
beloved babe in my pocket, that no opportunity 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



X.IFS OP KOTZEBU^. 29^ 

p( (preadiqg ite fame might be loft by its not 
beiDg at hand when I met with any one (o goodv 
patured as to requeft the perufel of it. 

Happily fojr me, Mufeus underftood as well 
haw to check conceit, as to encourage genius. 
8ome months after, wh^n the time was approach- 
ing at which both tutors and pupils were to make 
an exhibittoa of their talents at a public examina- 
tion before a nymerous audience, Mu&us wiih? 
ing the examiners to be prefented with fomc 
fpecimens of the fcholars* progrefs in compofition^ 
defired thofe whom he thought capable of it, tp 
recite poem$ of their own writing. When it 
came to my turn, and he afked me what I (hould 
produce upon the occaOon, I anfw^red without 
hefitation and with perfe£t felf-iatisfa£iion^ ^^ my 
\' ballad." 

.^^ Your ballad/' he replied, ^f \yhat ballad?'^ 

^' The fame that Mr. Brofefibr wa§ pleafed tq 
f^ commend fo highly fome months ago," I re- 
turned, with a confidence and felf-fufficiencythat 
Mr. Profeflbr could not; endur^ , 

** Pfliaw!" he replied, ^^ away with the filly 
V thing which I had long ago forgotten. No^ 
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/* oo, pray let us, have fQmetldng ncw,feraething 
worth hearing*'^ 

I was thunderftruck- The mighty fabric of 
vanity erc&ed in my bofom was overthrpwn in 
an inftanty . atid Shanie flood weeping over the 
ruins. .What was to be done?— I muft caft off 
the Jaurel-wreath beneath which I had fo long 
contentedly flumbered, and which I now firft dif- 
covered.to be withered^ and endeavour to deferve 
a fr^fh crown,. 

' Piqued, as 1 was, however, I roufed all my 
energies, refolving to do fomething that fliould 
iliot difgrace my fbrnaer attainments, I felefted 
from Mills's Moral Biaures the ftqry of the 
UnnaturalSon, who kept his fiather in confine- 
ment, of which the following is an abftrafl. 
A prodigal was once cekbrating a grand feftival 
at his caftle, when one of the guefts, for want 
of room, was lodged at night in a remote apart- 
ment at tJie end of a long and folitary pafTage. 
At mi^i^ight the chamber-door opened, and a 
wretched, wan, meagre figure, loaded with chains, 
. tottered in. He .yrtnt up to the chimney, and 
fcrapbg together the ftw remaining embers, fat 
down to wwm his trembling hands. The gueft 
aftonilhed, ftartpd. pp in his bed, a]iid> exsfmining 

this* 
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tins fpirit, as at £rft he was almoft inclined to 
tiunk it, foon recognized the features of bis old 
fiiend, the father of his then hoft. Through 
the univerfal buiUe in the houfe, his guards had 
not watched him with their ufual care, and thus 
he had gotten loofe, and was ifat>lling about that 
part of the caftle. This dreadful, but alas ! true 
fiory, I put into verfe, and once, more gained great 
applauf^ from my. tutor. 

Out of the fchool-hours I alfo enjoyed the 
inftru£kion of that worthy man in many very 
important matters. From thefe private leftures 
I derived much more advantage than from the 
public ones, fince they were devoted Iblely to 
forming my tafte and morals. By them I learned 
thoroughly to know and value the excellent 
heart, and amiable domeftic virtues of my in- 
ftru£lor, and from valuing Was infenfibly led to 
imitate theip. Daily did my affectionate efteem 
for him ipcreafe, although he was fometimes 
pretty fevere with me. I cannot here forbear 
relating an anecdote;, partly becaufe it fliews his 
ftrong propenfity to fatire even in the piaitifli- 
ment of . thofe under his tuition, and partly be- 
caufe I think that the inore I fpeak of Mufaeus^ 
the more entertaining and valuable I (hall m^ke 
my iketcb. ' * ; > , : . 
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I bad been guilty of fome hoyiih piece ojF mift 
chief,.! do not now recoUefl ^idiat^ aod my mor 
ther^ who ihrunk from puniihing ma herielf, gave 
me an Uriah's letter to Mufaeus, requefting that 
he. would inflifi: on me fuck corre£tion as he 
judged proportionate to the o&nc^. He read 
the. letter, reprefbnted my tranfgrefiipn to mi^ 
very calmly, though very forcibly, and then or* 
dered a ftick to be brought from the wood«houfe« 
The ftick was brought — it was a willow ftaff 
which had grown fonaewhat crooked* He look-r 
ed at it with a fmilp, took me by the arm, gave 
me ftrveral fmart firokes . oveir the back and 
ihoulders, uud then very coolly, and with an air 
of the utmoil: politeneis, begged niy pardon for 
haying ufed a crooked weapon^ 

This piece of banter wounded m? much mtx^ 
deeply than the feVereft chaltifement* I never 
forgot it, and reminding him of the. circumilance 
fame years after, we laughed at it togetiier very 
heartily. I muft however obferve, and Mufaeus 
himfelf acknowledged the fame thing, that this 
is a very improper mode of corrcQion for any 
tutor to praftife. Nothing is fo exafperating 
^to the* young mind as farcaim, noir doe& any thing 
weaken the force of chaftifement like its being 
accompanied with infult. For myfelf I muft 
confefs, that my bofqm was for many weeks im- 
/ •; r prefle4 
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preffed whh a ftrong feeling t»f refentment ikt 
ibis bumiliatioD, zK>r pethaps h^ it eafily beoi 
got over^ had I jQOt been fo lon^ accuftomed 
to love and refpcft Mufaeus, that 1 feafcely knew 
bow to it^gard faim with other fenfations ; and « 
few words of encouragement to my taient^, which 
from his mouth I always confiderpd as invaluable, 
fhortiy after finally iealed his pardon* 

While I was in the fecond dafs, I made aoii- 
ther effort at dramatic writing. I fek£led Cati- 
line's Confpiracy as my fubje£l, and compofed on 
it a tragedy of five zGts, which filled at leaft JialF 
a quire of paper. When it was finiihed^ I ap* 
plied to a fchool-fellow of the name of Hugef^ 
who was grown up, and was confidered by the 
whole clafs as a great genius, with profound 
humility requefiing ^im to read my produ^tioq, 
and fubjoin. his remarks upon it at the end. 
This he did, and pafled his fentence in the fo^ow* 
ing words: *' Very well, only a man cannot 
'< addrefs one whom he calls my Lord, as 

« THOU*?" 

In a moment the refped I had entertain* 
ed for this fublane genius, as. he was caikd» 

* To addrefs a perfen of rank in Germany as thp.v U «Hi- 
fidered as a very flagrant violation of propriety. The proper 
mode of addrefs is int^e third perfon'pIuraL Tramslatos.^ 

vaniihed. 
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vaniflied, and was degraded into compadion^ 
From the pieces I had feen performed, founded 
upon Grecian and Roman ttories, I knew pe^v ] 
,fe£tly well that it was not only admiflible, but 
even cyftomary, among thofe nations to addrefs aU 
perfons, how exalted foever their ftations, in the 
ftyle I had ufed, and I therefore fettled the matter 
to my own entire fatisfaftion, that fince the great 
Hiigel could not find any other fault with my 
tragedy, it w^s confequently faultlefe. Had E'ck- 
hof been then at Weimar, I verily believe niy 
vanity had even led me with great hufmility 
to offer him the piece for reprefentation, and 
humbly to requeft that he would himfelf undeiw 
take the part of Cicero^ 

My happieft efforts were commonly fmall 
poems, in which feeling was the predominant 
feature, and even now I recoUeft with a foft and 
foothing pleafure, fome verfes I once made upon 
my excellent n^other's birth'.day. Our mufic- 
matter fet them, my fifter was to fing them to her 
harpfichord, I accompanying her with my flute, 
and our mafter with the bafs. All this was ar- 
ranged, the performance rehearfed in private, 
,and ©n the momiqg of the. appointed day we 
furprifed my mother with our little cantata. 
Happy the man who can boaft like fcenes of love 
^jxd iniipcfncQ flored up in his menioiy! Th^ 
^ are 
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^te medicines preferved in a fmall cheft which 
lUay remain long unopened, but when the foul 
is in a ftate of fufFering, we apply to the precious 
drops, and find them a falutary balfam. 

In that tender age when the mind, like a young 
tree, bends with every blaft, whatever it produces 
is mere imitation. I am convinced indeed, that 
original ideas are fcarcely to be expefted from 
any man before he arrives at the age of maturity. 
For myfelf I can fafely fay, that all the produc- 
tions of my early years were compofed on hints 
taken from others, commonly from the laft thing 
I had read. 

At that time the dramas of Brandes were in 
confiderable repute, for aiinid the barren wafte 
of our dramatic literature it was confoling to 
meet with a fingle flower, even though no more 
thaa a pale violet. I wrote a comedy^ which 
I called, J/rs fVell that Ends Well, and whicb^ 
unlefs I deceive myfelf, ftrongly, refembled the 
Gctmt' von Oljbach, Madame Wattel, one of 
my principal chara£tersy was formed on the 
exaft model of Madame WandeL Goethe was 
then a frequent vififor at our houfe. He heard 
of my comedy, and was fo condefcending, or fo 
polite, as to defire to read it. This gave my 
mother infinite delight, and perhaps the pleafing 

her 
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her was his principal- view in making the reqaeft* 
Never have I fince h^ard or feen any thing of 
it, but it muft have been no fmall tax upon hia 
patience if he evct wafted any time in reading it. 

This extraordinary man was however alwdys 
extremely kind to me in my boyifh years. He 
ikfed to permit note to makd fnares for birds in* 
his garden, as I Was a no lefs ardent fpdrt&nan 
atita poet. When i went thither by fix in. the 
moiiniig, or indeed foitietiti^es earlier, to* ke 
whether I had caught a fieldfare or a redbreaii, 
he woukl come and talk to me widi great 
affability, and exhort me to diligence in. m}i 
ftudies. He perhaps has long ago forgotten fo 
trifling a circumftance, but I can never forget 
it, fince eve^ Word that fell from his^ lips was^^ 
in my opinion^ defek^ing of the deepefl attentioi!!, 
and made a much fironger hnpreffion upon me 
tiian all the common pkice adn^itiition^of the rsnm£s 
of liiy fchool-J)reeeptors. 

Goethe had at that time juft Written his clftmn- 
jng little dramatk: piece. Tie Brethren. It was 
informed it a private theatre at Weimar, he 
iimfelf playing WitHara, and my fifter, Markina, 
white to me — yes, to tne, was allotted the im- 
portant pari of the PofKllion. My readers may 
tifiiy imagine .with what exultation I trod Jhe 

ftage. 
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fetj^, fijr Hie Ifirft: time, before thic mightf pttbfi* 
itfelf. I enquired of every tedy I faw, whether 
or not I had done juftice to my character P—Th^ 
uiigratefal wretches! they fcafccly remembered 
the appearande of fuch an infignificant being as 
the Pc3lftillion. 

It was about that f)eriod that I firft read 
Goethe's Werthcr. I calmot find words to 
deftribe the oviarpoweTing emotions excited kk 
my foul by this wonderful, pbilofophicai romatice^ 
From Aat nioirient i cohc'eiTCd fo enthftfwliic 
an attachment to its suliior,^ that at Mb requeft 
I would even readily have run my hands kito the 
fire to feek for his loft Ihoe^bucfcie. 

Aitoliher poet, whofe wotks lEtre replete with 
paiSon md animation, was alf6 our frequent 
gueft. This was Klinger, To a fine and mkti]f 
figure,, he united a certain honefty and ardou^f 
of temper that charmed me ifrefiftibly. With 
him and Mufaeus I once made a pedeftrian ex- 
curikRi to Gotha, to which I always reetjr V^ith 
the greateft pleafuite. This early and eortfta'nt 
mtfercoutfe with fuch illuftrious charafters afibrd^ 
ed opporttmitfes for etiltivating what talents t 
po6feffed, of which I fhould have been highly 
culpable not to have availed myfelf^ for giving 
th^ aH the polifii the foundation would admih 

They 
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They were advantages indeed of which fev?. 
young authors can ever boaft*. 

I was now remoVed into the higheiB: cla£^ 
in which the deceafed Heinfe firft infpired me 
with a tafte for the Latin language. Iii the 
other claffes I had regarded the acquifition of 
thi^.brknbh of Ibar^ing as fo moch an afeir.of 
niere mechanifin> that it wasimpoflible it fhould 
communicate any pleafure to the mind. But 
in.th^ir leifure hours Heinfe ufed to read Terence 
with the pu{)iils» and in fo mafterly a manner^ 
that no particle of the true attic poigiiancy waf 
loft. Thk alone^ of all oar ftudies in the firft 
clafs, afforded me any entertainment. The mifer-. 
able logic we learned from an old fcholaftici 
th^jduU lectures on Zopfs dry Unirerfal Htftory, 
and many.other things taught in the fchool-hoursj 
gave me fuch an: inveterate naufea, that I fcarcely 
did any thing all the titne but flily read romances 
beneath my cloak. 

At length the day drrived in which I was to be^* 
come a: (ludent of th^ great Academy at Jena: 
I was indeed fcarcely fixteen yfcars old when 
removed thither; For a while I wias only a ?h4lf 
fcbolar^ fince I did not attend at the collegfe-mclaisi 
The ftudy of the dead and living languages was 
Bay principal phjeS during the firft year. The 

high 
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high idea of the Latin tongue Which I h^con^- 
ceired On becoming acquainted with Terence^ 
was confiderab]y increafed as I proceeded in mf 
ftudies at Jena. WeidebeTg, at that time one 
of the affiftants there, but now profeflbr ^t Helm* 
fladt, read ledures in Horace for an hour irh^ 
mediately after dimmer. I cannot tay that this* 
time was felefied with particular judgment, finc^^ 
in the fummer months efpecially, nothing lefs 
than the high entertainment we received from 
the lefhires could have prevented our frequently 
taking a . nap. Weideberg . entered with true 
{>hilofophical tafte into the fpirit of the poet; 
and feparated with the niceft difcrimination the 
beauty of the. thoughts from that of tbe di£tion. 

With the Fpench language I had been a dtib- 
bler from my childhood, but in Jena I made great 
proficiency in it. Boiilet, the worthy old Boulet, * 
was no common teacher of languages. Perfedly 
acquainted with the beft authors of his century, 
from which he always extrafted the fineft paf- 
fages, no one knew fo well as himfelf how to in- 
troduce them in an appropriate manner. He bad * 
befides a moft admirable talent at feaibning his in- 
ftru£tions with wit and humour,and the happy turn 
of his thoughts was inexhauftiUe. My decided pre- - 
ferencefor the French language and French authors 
was acquired entirely from him. For, Jbowcijef - 
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firacige the confeffion may appear fiom one \^hx^ 
is not only biinfelf a German^ but even a German 
writer ; yet I xnuft own, that in the department 
of the Belles-Lettres, and particularly in the eafy 
and concife manner in which their hiftorical and 
pbilo£[>phical works are written, I think we are 
far behind the French. This perhaps is princi- 
pally to be afcribed to the heavinefsandharfhnefs 
of our language. 

Yet it appears now extremely probable, that 
their revolution may make fuch a ftagnation in 
literature, that time may be allowed us to get the 
fiart of them even in thefe departments, and thai 
before France fliall again produce fuch hiftorians 
and philofophers as have been nurtured in her 
bofom, we may boaft more than one Schiller in 
the former line, more than one Gairve in the 
latter. Italian I kamed of Signor Valenti, and 
under his tuition firft became acqu^ated with 
Ariofto. 

Nor did my Jove £ofr the drarma remain en« 
tirely without gratification at Jena. At the 
time of my .arrival I found a private theatre 
juft initituted ambng the ftudents there, and it 
very naturally became a primary objed of my 
effort to procure admiflipn as a member of it. 
The joung ♦ ladies of the Academies always' 

declined 
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declined performing among us at thid theatre; 
In this I muft confefs that I think they were^ 
right, though the neeeffitj that hence aroie of 
drefling young lads in women's clothes^ was very^ 
di^vantageous to the performance. Notwith* 
ftanding they might be yet without beaids; 
and fcarcely have attained to the manly coun- 
tenance^ it was impoffible but that they muft 
m^ke very awkward figures in this change 
of garment and charafler. On account of ifay 
youths women's charafters were frequently al- 
k)tted tO! me, and I cannot now recolleft with-^ 
out laughing, having been drefled in a large 
' hoop'to play Madame von Schmerling, in Oroff- 
mann'^. Not more than Six DiJkeSi Many s 
fwain have ( 'had kneeling at my h^, as I fup- 
ported.tbe chara6ler of many a young arid tender 
damfeL -i^ ^ 

Befides all m^ ottief purfuits, I ftill continued 
to forge rhymes, which 1 dignified with the name 
of poetry, and it fo happened that within the 
firft twelve months of my academical career, I 
met i30th with encouragement and humiliation 
in the progreft of my Pirnaffian^ flights. The 
latter* arofe from my propcnfity tp imitation not 
being yetvextioguiihed. 

. Having for fome time applied myfdf clofely 
to ftudying Wieland's ftyle of poetry, I began 

E2 to 
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to think that fince his verfes were fo fmobtli aiu! 
wfy to reftd, they muft confequently be very* 
eafy to compofe. I therefore wrote A JVivter'^s 
Tale in two days, tranfcribed it over fair on the 
third, and on the fourth difp&tched it by the poft 
to Wicland, with an oftentatioufly modeft letter} 
foliciting with great confidence a pkce for my 
offspring in the German Mercury. 

It may eafily be fuppofed that Wieland had 
concerns up6n his hands of much greater im- 
portance thaii the anfwering of my letter. I 
was not indeed perfe3ty fatisfied at its remain*' 
ing unanfwered, but was, however, willing Uk 
parclon this negligence, provided I (hould fee my . 
production in print ; a fatisfadtion I had not the 
fmalleft xJoubt of receiving. Every month there^ 
fore I expefted the appearance of the Mercury^ 
with excefs of impatience, and eagerly ran over 
the lift of its contents, affured of finciing my 
Winter^s Tale. In the firft month I confoled 
myfelf for my difapppinted hopes, by the coii- 
viftion that WielaiKi had only poftponed die 
infertion of my produ£tion from a fuper-abuiiHr 
dance of materials. But when, firft a quarter, 
then half a year, paiTed on, and ftill no tale 
appeared, I was vain and abfurd enough to 
perfuade myfelf for a moment, that Wieknd 
through envy wlftied to fupprefsmy growing 
talents. 

I do 
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I do aot attempt to veil my we^nefs. IfaoM 
}/^ up a mim>r, ye poetdfters^ in ip^hich to view 
yoorfiWes !— Twa years after, when my reafoir 
vpi$ ibiiiewhat more matured, I fent Wieland 
another poem, caUed Ralpk and QuidOy accom* 
panied by a really modeft anonymous letter. 
My kmnilsty w» thm rewarded by tlie plea- 
fore of feeing my ofl^pring inferted m the very 
next fiumber. 

Bur, tt i hinted di)ove^ at the fame time that 
my pti^ Was fo i»ortified with regard to my* 
fVinter^s Tftle^ another circimifiance happened, 
which gave ia\Q great encouragement, and almolt 
dPac^ the ehagrin q& xkj dHappointmefit in th^ 
fermer inftance. A ftudent of the name of 
Gelhtr was drowned bathing in the Saale, and 
tbt^ ^3tti%me affli£tioii into which his intimate 
friend Schfiettdorf was plunged by his untimely 
fete, excited univerfal compaflioA. Without 
being s^quainied with either of the parties, I 
tvfote fcHiie verfes upon this affeftiftg fubjefl, 
whSch were printed by Schuettdorf hitnfelf, and 
fef fo mufic by a compofer of great taflre, of the 
aame of Reinhard* 

Of three poems occafioned by this melancholy 

eataftrd^e, I wa^ flattered with the atftft-ance 

thtit .mine was in<fifputably the beft. Thie p^ei 
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fertnCe, united with the inezpreffible pleafure 
derived fmm feeing myfelf for the firft time in 
|Hrint, was quite iufficient to expunge all Tmmi- 
Maticg recoliedions, and I became more afdentif 
devoted to the mufes than ever. 

The firft year of my ftay at Jena waa juft 
expired^ when my fift^r married and fettled at 
Duifburg upon the Rhine. From ajSe£^ioii to heiv 
and that (he might not be immediately feparated 
from all her friends and relations, I accompanied 
her home, promifing at the fame time to fpend 
^ year at this duodecimo univerfity, Thf joutv . 
ney to Quiiburg fumiihed my imagination with a 
great variety of new images^ fince, in the couife 
of it,l faw the celebrated town of CaiTeJ^ enriched 
by fo many works of art, Frapkfort on the Mame, 
and abpve ^11, the glorious fcenery that natuffe 
pr^fents along the banks of the Rhine from the 
place where we entered our yacht till w^ arrived 
3t Cologne. Whoever wifltes to make an^exp^ 
riment upon himfelf, whether or not he has any 
turn for p6etry, muft take this journey, and 
if he do not in the courfe of it find the poetical 
vein irrefiftibly burft forth, h^ may giye up th<f . 
point at once, . ♦ - 

I cannot forbear here inferting a humorous 
^ecdpte th^t occurred in th^ coyrfe of om 
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fieit^tiatiohs. At Caflel we hf^ppeocd ae* 
ddentally to lodge in the fame hotel with Abbott 
the player^ who had formerly been almoft thf 
god of my idolatry at Weimar, ^nd who now 
carried on his profeffion in the firft^mentioned 
town. ^ The refpe£t I had then conceived for 
his perfcxi was not by any means extinguished, 
and the. moment I efpied him at the idtU d'kSte^ 
I was all attention, nor could think any moa(e of 
eating or drinking. 

^ On tiiat day Ariadni of Naxas was to be per* 
formed. He was talking of it at table, and 
regretting the fmallnefs of his ftage and fcantinefs 
of the decorations ; in particular he complained 
heavily of liie want of a fun. But fudd^ly tum-^ 
ing to my fifter, who was fearcely lefs attentive 
to him than myfelf, this Theieus, whofe head was 
already '^ fiivered o'er with age/' faid, with all 
the gallantry of a knight<*errant in the good old 
^ys c^ chivalry, <' But if you. Madam, would 
** be ib obliging as to ftand in the back ground, 
*^ we Ihould have no occafion for any pth^r fun/' 

It was enoQgh. At fo ridiculous a hyperbole 
my profound refpe£t vaniihed in a moment- as 
with the ftroke of an enchanter's rod. I looked 
9rt htm eamefily, fmiled, and returned to eating * 
.iny dinner with an excellent appetite^ 

One 
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. Oiiei9i>«3r fiffr/ansietks at Duiiburg was t^ 
inftitut^ a private theatre. '\ I did not experience 
wmch difficulty in cciUe£iing together a number 
ef young men^. aU perfeftly readyi to ftrot theb 
boimias kings, -asrheroes, as gen^als. A more 
tfdumts. ta& >wi^. to find a place fuited toionr 
ref)K(ftfe»litk«]S, Thi$ liuk town, aa ia verjr 
(}^U)imo0ly the cafe withi little tawna, was ^csn* 
Y:^l^p^ by » . tbick cloittl of piv^iidices. Th« 
few who pofleifed tafte had no room large 
enough to anfwer our purpofe, and thofe who 
h^A rooms woid^ &o^ fitf^ tkem to .mdergo 
filch ptcfanatioofc t> v .'>^ - 

; In this diftre^;. frnmi whom wiH it be fup« 
pofed/VRc. reaeked affiAanceFw-But that wetdd 
BeMer b^ gueffed. i4r was- even from the vencr^ 
able ^hers of the ddhvent of tiie Minorets; 
With the. utm'pft cokiitcfy - and politenefs they 
oi&md. ys the ufe ofi tbetr^ doiflei^, att^ended at 
bur rah^r&ls, laug>hed aCoUr jokes, and related 
withnofinaU pleafute ^b^imthey themfelTds ha^ 
formierly played fcriptara^floviei. Indeed; truth 
obliges me to confefs, that in general among 
the catholic ihepherdsi of fouk, ,i have found 
)efs ecciefiafltcal bigotry, thaa amoi^ the pe£i 
tors of the FtoteSant Chuiroh, . The moment that 
the benedicat tibi J)omnus is pronounced over the 
latter, they k^m to cod^kier ti^cmiielves as beings 
' . of 



Digitized by 



Google 



Llfn OF X:OT^£SV& hi 

of a fuperior order ; tlie former never .forget tlmt 
tl^x are mea s and if, in nntlemx>f fkitb^ tlie}rart 
fbrnewhat intolenuit, theycertainiy praiBife misdi 
nol'e forbearance towards thefirailtiesof Imman 
natureb Htil is indeed equally .ti^eir bugbeavfof 
frightening/ their deluded feMow^creatnres, but 
with them there is Ml ibtue hope of efca^cnng 
from it'$ whereas, with the Proteftant, 'tis ooco 
there, and always there. In fliort, whoever ik 
condemned to fall into the hands of a prieft; 
will (land a much better chance with a monk 
Idhao wid& a foperioiendant; 

in the doifter of the Minorets' Convent, to the 
afamifhment, the delight, and the fcandal of tho 
DatfiMing publkr, we performed the pla^ of Tii 
ibiu0is. Since the creation of the world, lievar 
^obahty was the cloifter of a convent fo pro- 
fimed ; and whoever had feen fuch a place 
loowdttd with females dreffed in their beft at^ke; 
night well have aflced himfdf, ^ Whefe am 
^ I?-^Is this a dream» or am I really within mo** 
^* aaftic walls?" 

The moft ridiculous part of the ftory was, that 
fot want of a fufikient number of performers, \ 
pl^dtwo characters — no ]ek than Julia, and 

the 
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tlie ycmng fquir^. Ackcrland*. W here ver ' ihefy 
two were to appern* togetW, I providently 
made iueh ip^hefations as would adapt it to 
0^ IMnrpofe;/ and in the j^Damiers charader 
I ivore the dasefe of sm Ajxmiexxn, fo coa-^ 
Irive^v as that it- could be changed iii: an ii^imt 
when I. was to. mak^ my appeaiiance as the 
^wnifh S<)utre. After thefe and the like 
fefhions did I cttmpel every dtftcuhy. ta xauiik 
tief<M??"my theatrical T^e, 

But ftill, in writing, my mind did not cmiu 
one fpark of originality, A romance, which I 
began at Dutfburg, wa$ the exa6i comiterpart of 
Sofiifs . Jamn^y faom M€m0i to^ Saxony,. No mo^m 
than four i^eets of thi$ were ever c;otnpkted» 
Twp«other produftjons I did finifli, but only: to 
n^eive two ucw mortificatipns. The firft was a 
comedy cajlftd Th^ Ringy ^y Avarice is the Ra^ 
fff^UBvit\ founded, a« ufual, upon an old and 
warnwtftory. A younjg woman> fuppofed tsi 
l^ dfftd^ was, by defire of her lover, buried 
with a valuable ring he had prefepted to her, 
ppon her finger, which, in the night, the ghoftly 

* Probably this was Sheridan's admirable comedy of th^ 
Rivals, and a iniilake is here iijade in caHing the cfaara^er 
4ckerli>nd ir^dead qf A<rfs. Or perhsip$ t|ip paq»e QMty iMUdp 
t^c4 in the German tranflation . — ^Tr a n s l a t.o r . v . 
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fatlier comes to take away; when flie awakes^ IV 
his no.fmaU aftoniflmient aad confufion. - r 

Hiis piece I had the affm-ance to fend \^ 
Sohroeder, who returned it with a very pcditi 
letter pf F^je^ipn, which I received even at th^ 
moment that I was meditating in triamph^t 
exultation on the vaft honours that awaited m^ 
upon its performafiqe- t railed Ufitp6rcifoliy aft 
$chr0sdeF» for not underftaiuiling his own intere|| 
better; and, in the warmth of my indignaticmt 
quarrelled with the t^pgratefur dran^atic mvSp, 
whom 1' refolved to forfwear for ever, Tq con^ 
ible myielf, I knm^i^tely wrote a romanpe of 
eight or ten ^eets^ which, in my own opinion^ 
^as. no way inferior to Werther, The ftoty was; 
mdeed, much more horrible, &nice the herQ 
Idxr^sw himf^lf from a roalj:, and ws^s da(h«4 IR 

Weigand, at Leipfick, was at that timd print 
cipal accoucheur to ail the fafhionable rortlaxices^ 
ai^ to him therefore wai my offspring fent for 
his decifion upon its merits. Fot fome time I 
haftened anxioufly twice in the week to the Poft, 
W hppes of receiving tidUigs of my darling. At 
laft caipe a letter, and a letter only, by which 
it was plain that my manufcript was not re-f 
turned, and J inftantly fpncluded for certain, 
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tbst it was already configned to the prefs. 
Think, then, whh wbat humiliation and cooiii* 
fion, on opening the letter, I read that Mr. Wei- 
^and vrsis amplf fupplied widi fiich articles for 
feveial f»ys 4:o c«Kney and'.that mj mamifcript 
tkoMUi be al my lerricc, whenecver I would hare 
(he gcodnefs 46 pay the poftage. 
« . » 

' 7^16 Jbrtter dbufe wbjs^ added, becatefe, in fuK 
Confidence '^f^th^ value of my merchandise, I 
had fentthe pattel imfj^attked, meaning the car^ 
iiiage to be deduced ftWa the profits^ of the 
work. He derubtlefe foppiofiSd, that here he 
had me fecUre, and that from paternal aife£l?k>i» 
I Ihould readily pay whsftever was neceflary 
for the refeafe of my cWld. But he was 
-tferribly miftaken. Whdl ? feould my hero no* 
merefy throw himfelf from a i«ock for nofhfeig, 
but muft I even pay for it ? — No : this was too 
much! — this was a humiliation not to be en^ 
dured ! 

I cannot deny, bun that 1 had been very ghtd 
to have my maimUcript again in my own pofief^ 
fion, fmce I bad no- other copy of it. Like a 
true genius^, I had fent it to feek its- fortut^e as it 
wast firft written' off, without a fingle correftion 
or emendation ; for I thought the public fofi?* 
cipntly honoured by receiving any thing frofn my 

pen. 
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peo> BO matter how hurried or iacorred the pro* 
du^tioQ— a.fpecies<^ arrogance and Impertinencef 
to which puerile authors are too much additl:ed^ 
But 'tis well known^.tbat we fons of the Mufes 
are feldom oyerftocked with mox^y i and, addr 
ed therefore to my indignant feelings^ on the 
fubje£i> I thought it more prudeiit, with regard 
to my pockety to leave the precious Ireafure in 
pawn: and there, perhaps, it lies at this mo« 
ment, unlefe Mr. Weigand, to indemnify him** 
felf as far as poiBble for the poftage, may have 
fokl it to the paftry-cook for bakir^ tarts. If 
fuch has been its fate, I can only regret that I 
have not partaken of the tarts myfelf. 

In the year 1779, I returned to Jena, and 
applied myfelf with tolerable diligence to fiudp- 

iag the law. The old.H , who entertained 

his audience with ribaldry ; the dry S , wh^ 

never in his life produced but two jbkes, which 
he was continually repeating, apd at which 
nobody laughed but himfelf ; the profing taftelefs 

W-v' '^ and the worthy, but uncouth, Sch ^ 

were my preceptors. I attended le£):ures on 
hiftory from Miiller, who could not utter a pe- 
riod without introducing the words wifA under, 
no manner whether they had any bufinefs there 
or not. Logic and metaphyfics I ftudied with 

Couni^ 
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Counfellor Ulric*, who bad then no cotnpe-^ 
titor in this department $ and I continued to^ 
improve myfeif. in languages under fioulet ami 
Yalenti. My leifure hours trere devoted heart 
and foul to the private theatre^ 

About that time, I produced a tragedy^ caDed 
Char hue Fr^^ whichi miferable as it wasy 
would probably in thefe days have di^wn. upon 
me the honour of perfecutton. The ilory was of 
z, Prince, who in hunting, aecidentally faw the 
daughter of a coimtry-clergyman, assd infiantly 
fell in love with her. He contrived to carry her 
off; but (he being alfo beloved by another young 
man of a fiery and impetuous difpofition/ the 
prince w*s ultimately fliot by the defpairing 
lover. One of the chara6ters wtfs a fort of 
Marinelli, a. hanger-on of the Prince's, and in 
coftume a very miferable copy of a captain of 
huffars. The country-clergyman was a. no Id^ 
miferable imitation of Odoardo. 

Be .that as it i^ay^ I fucc^ded in perfuading 
our company to perform my drama, and Wolfy 
the deceaied chapel-mafterj was h obliging as 

* This doe^ not mean a counfellor, acconiuig to the idea o£ 
tl^e word in England* but an Aulic Counfellor, a mere title of 
honour conferred vcrylavifhh' in Germany, — Translator. 

to 
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to compofe a very fide Adagio for it. This was 
played while the hwo of the piece was at his 
pmyers, and was by far the beft thing in the whdle 
performance. I myfelf perfonated the Prince j 
but alas! when at laft I ought to havevbeeh 
fliot, the piftol miifed fire. Againft this emer^ 
gency, however, my murderer was prepared^ 
as he had armed himlielf alfo with a dagger ; but 
I was fo ^ger to die, that I fell at fight of the 
piftol before I had time to perceive the difafter; 
The hero, howeveY, threw himfelf upon aiy 
prematurely dead body, and equally refolved 
to kill, as I was to die, gave me feveral def- 
perate ftabs with the dagger. The curtain 
dropped, and the audience were very fparing 
of their applaufe. 

Soon after, I ventured upon a comedy, which 
I called fTives a-la-modi. This - fucceeded much 
better than my tragedy ; and, if I am not mif- 
taken, contained fome ftroke;^ of genuine comic 
humour. Several anecdotes of the town were 
covertly tnterfperfed in it, and thefe obtained the 
pi^ce more applaufe than perhaps it deferved. 

This fuccefs wais but too grateful to farcailic 
youth, ^nd fatally contributed towards confirm- 
ing me in an unfortunate propenfity I always 
bad to fatire. I have rarely, however, fuffercd 

myfelf 
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tnyfelf to indulge in this fpecies of wrilkig^ 
and I can truly fay, that when I have, it has 
never been to gratify fpleen or ill-nature* Yet, 
fince I arrived at years of maturity^ it has beda 
the caufe of embittering many hours of my 
]i&« Satire is like the fting of a bee, the 
itinger thinks no more of it after it be paft^ 
but he leaves his y;reapon behind, which ran-* 
kles probably for ever withm the bread of thft 
wounded perion. 

Take warning then from me, ye, who are en-^ 
taring on the career of authorfliij^ and i)iun 
this dangerous path. A malicious audience^ it 
is true, will fmile upon you on all fides, while 
perhaps at the fame moment they are aiming 
the heavieft ftrokes againft you in fecret. And 
ihould this flcetch have the happy eflbft of de- 
terring but one perfon from fallmg into fo delu* 
five a fnare, I am content — ^my trouble is amply 
repaid* 

I muft not here omit mentioning, a pdetkral 
club, inftituted by myfelf and fome of my friends j 
from which, befides its affording us many very 
pleafant hours, we derived much real advan- 
tage. We met occafionally to read together 
little pieces of our own produftion. Thefe 
were afterwards fent round to all the members 
' for 
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for their feveral remarks, which were difcilflTed 
at the next meeting. After (bme time, our 
ioftitution received a yety great acceflion from 
the AuHc Counfellor Schutz being prevailed 
upon to become our prefident. It may eafily 
be fi^ppofed, how much the confcioufnefs that 
omt works were to pafs under the inrpe£tion 
of To exceikot a judge, fiimulated our zeal. 
He was extremely candid to our defe£i8, and 
fdt an example as a critic, which, forry am I to 
fay, the critical corps, at whofe head he now 
ftandsj have not thought proper to follow. ^ 

In ray eighteenth year, I was admitted a mettv* 
ber of the German fociety at Jena, which I then 
confidered as a very high hojiou^-^an error I 
have long fince retrafted. Of the eflkys read in 
that aifembly, I recolleft only one, which con- 
tained an elaborate defence of the Emperor Ju- 
lian. But I remember alfo, that even in thdle 
days the filly tales invented by various feds of 
religionifts, and the blood-tbirfty rancour with 
which they perfecuted each other, excited my 
utmoft abhorrence. 

Some months, fpent very pleafantly during the 

fummer, in frequent vifits to the garden of CHpp* 

ftein, gave exiftence to a fmall colleflion of 

poc^s, which, by means of my friend Mufsnis^ 

F were 
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were printed by W — -r at E ■ ^u I caiitiou^ 
avoid mentioning either the title of the. colle<S* 
tion, or the name of the publiilier^. fince the! 
curiofity of fome readers might be fixffiK^ndyr 
awakened to induce a wifli of bringing the bdbe. 
once more into light, by which I am confcious 
thut I (hould be no gainer. At that time,^ 
however, the publicatipn gave me inexpieffible 
iati$fa£iion, and I eagerly fearched every cata* 
logue that fell into my hands, in hopes of find-' 
ifig my beloved volume among the lift* 

^ Whence comes it that we feel fuch exquifiite 
fen&tions of deKgbt; on onr admiffion into 
the fanSbm fanStorum of authorlhip ? By what 
claim does the young author regard his firft 
publication as a credential to the public ? Does 
he confider the art of embodyiixg the effufions 
of his imagination fo as to render them vifi* 
ble to others, in the light of an ac^ired m^riti 
Does he forget, that poets^ equally with mecha- 
nics, have been hoflrn beneath a roof of ftraw? 
1]bat the organization of the frame, aud the irri-* 
lability of the nerves, or the activity of their 
juicesf, if juices they have, conftitute the wonder- 
ful variety we behold in mental propenfities, 
or what is commonly called talent ; confequent- 
iy, that the art of writing poetry can be as 
little efteemed a merit of his own acquifition as 
corporeal ftrength or beauty ? 

In 
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tn order to giye a public proof thfat I was not* 
triffifig away my time folely with the belles- 
letttts, I clofed. my academical career at Jena,* 
in my nineteenth year, with taking the charafter 
of an opponent at a doftor's degree. . Sk^on after, 
I returned to Weimar, where I ftudied t^e-Pi^n- 
defts with extreme diligence, was examined by 
the principals in the law, and admitted as an ad- 
vocate. ^ Here, while I was waiting for clients, 
I continued to be myfelf a zealous client of the 
Mufes. 

Two or three years bef<»'e, a fatirical ballad 
had efcaped my pen, refleftirig, perhaps unjufti- 
fiably, upon the lair of Weimar. To atone for 
this tranfgreffion was ilow my firft objeft, 
and I fung their beauties, and their virtues, in 
foch elaborate ftrains as I hoped would entirely 
efface all unpleafant fecolleftions. My offence 
originated in the following circumftance, 

A figure-dancer had been exhibiting^ his, feats 
at Weimar, who had a Angular art of difplay- 
ing his fine Herculean form to the utmoft pof- 
fible advantage, by the great variety of his 
attitudes, and the graceful movements of his 
body. Scandal foon began to be bufy in buzzing 
about the town, a report that he had niade a 
deep impreffion on the hearts of many of our 
F 2 ladies. 
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ladies* This rtixnour reaching mj tnrsj d 
thought ftruck me tb make the fiory, no maN 
tcr whether true or falfe, the fabje£l of a ridi- 
culous parody on Burger's ballad of the fFbrnen 
of fVeinfberg ; aiKl I muft own» that after a lapfe. 
of iixteen years, I ftiU ccmfider it as one of the 
beft pieeeA of humour I ever produced. But in 
proporticm to its merit was its oflfence ; and the 
more credit it gained^ fo much more did it draw 
upon me the heavy indignation of eveiy fe« 

male in the town. A certain Mr. B ^ who 

pafTed for a good poet, and valued himfelf not 
a little upon his poetical talents, took upon Hfm« 
felf to be the ladies' champion, and did me the 
honour of making me the fubfeS of viother bal« 
lad, in which I was pretty feverely handled : a 
very proper chafiifement for caftihg refled[ions 
tipon the whole fex, when perhaps not one de- 

ferved cenfure, or even ridicule ♦. 

The 

♦ Thotigh the ftory of the fTcmen of Wtinjberg is well 
known, it may not, perhaps, be unacceptable to the reader, to 
be prelented with Biirger'a ballad npbn th^ fubje^l. It were 
to be wiihed, that Kotzebue's parody could alfo be fub- 
joined. 

And tell me, then, where Weinfberg lies, 

It muft be a bonny place. 
For the wives and maids once favM the town, 
When the town was in piteous cafe. 
And ihould I e'er be minded to woo, 
To Weinlberg I a wooing would go. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



tXFS OF K0T2EBtrS« ^d 

The fummer zher my return from Jena was 
ooe of the ha^pieft periods of my life^ (ince I 

then 



The Emperpr Conrad once, we're told, . 

Had ta'en umbrage with the town^ 
And with horfe and foot all clad in fteel, 
In terribte force came down. 
With foot and horfe furrounded the walls, 
And battered them forely with bombs and balls. 

And when, in fpite of his fierce aiTail, 

The people withftood his aim ; 
While his botom with direft fiiry burn'd, 
Ifcr bade his herald proclaim. 
That when the ill-&ted town fhould &11, 
The fwoid fhould extirpate one and all. 

Twaft &d to lift to hh threat*nings dire 

Proclaim'd by the tnimpet^s found. 
And difmal flirieks and groans were heard 
In the houfes and ftreets around. 
For fcasty was now become their fare, 
And counfel, alaa* was flill more rare. 

Oh woe ! oh woe ! on our haplefs town ! 

On us is deep fcath and woe ! 
And they fang their JCyHi Elifat^ 
To deitru^on, alas ! we go ! 
Oh woe ! oh woe ! on our haplefs town ! 
For foon its walls mufl be batter'd down! 

V But when man's refources all are gone, 
When his plans and fchemes have failM, 
To refcue his fife he oft has found, 
Have female fancies availed. 

Forpriefls and women, where'er we go, 

Are far the wilidt things we know. 



A maiden. 
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then firft enjoyed the entire and confidential 
friendfliip of the admirable Muf«us. I have al- 
ready 



A maiden, betrothed but yeftcrday, 

Did her neighbours around her call. 
And hinted a plan to fave the town. 
Which ilraight was followed by all. 
And Lobefan was the maiden's name. 
As high it ftands recorded by fame. 

Then at midnight's ftiU and folemn homv 

When the eacth was moid witli dew, 
The wives and maids repaired to the camp. 
For pardon and grace to fue. 
And they knelt before the Emptor's feet. 
And they begged fo foft, and begged fo fweet. 

Till leave they gain'd at the morning's dawn, 

With their treafurcs to quit the place ; 
But all thftt then remain'd in the town 
Should the fword and fire erafe. 
And fince no more their pray'rs could obtain. 
They backward hied to their homes again. 

But lo ! when the dawn next morning broke, 

'Twas a glorious fight to fee ! 
The wives and the maidens all came forth 
Each tottering with bended knee, 
Not beneath the weight of bag or fack, 
But of hufbands and brothers all pick-a-back. 

And now enrag'd, the courtiers fought 

Their devices to counteraA; 
But an Emperor, mighty Conrad, fpake, 
His word mull never retrad. 
And bravo ! bravo ! the monarch he cried. 
May all our women a6t thus when tried. 



The 
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ready related, in my Iketch of this worthy man's 
Me, that we ufed to meet daily in his garden. 
We wrote together at the fame table, ufing the 
feme ink-glafs, and even now I feem to behold 
Ac pleafant and good*natured fmile that illu- 
mined his countenance, the animation that 
beamed from his eyes, when he was about to 
commit to writing fome humorous idea that had 
ftrack his fancy. He generally read over to me 
in the evening what he had written in the courle 
of the day, though fometimes this entertainment 
was deferred to the end of the week. Was it 
then furprizing, that as I had already endea-* 
voured to imitate Wieland and Brandes, Goethe 
and Hermes, t Ihould now be ftruck with a paf- 
fion for takmg Mufaeus as my model ? 



The town he pardon'd, and gave a feafl. 

Such noble deeds to repay, 
And there was trumpet and kettle-drun^, 
And finging and dancing gay. 
He gave a feaft, the women to pleafe, 
And all were invited of ail degrees. 

Ah, tell me then where Weinfberg lies, 

It mud; be a bonny place; 
For the wives and maids once fav'd the town, 
When the town was in piteous cafe. 
And ihould I e'er be minded to woo, 
To Weinibcrg Fa wooing would go. 



About 
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About tb»t time, Witt^kind of Eifenftch htd 
formed a plan for publUhing a oiifceUiineQus 
work, coofifting of teles, poems» dice, whicb wai 
intended to be very voluminous, and to which 
he had given fame conimon*place title that ( 
have now forgotten. I was invited hy him to 
b^ome an affiftant in this publication ; but to 
t^t I would not confent* unlefis I had percnif- 
fion to give it a more attractive name. The 
pubUftier made no difficulty of eomplyiog wjth 
my terms, and I accordingly baptized the child 
by the name c^ Ganymde/br tie LUerary fVarld,. 
I wrote a pre&ce for the firft volume, and con<^ 
tributed towards it, /, a Hijhry m fragments^ 
' into which I endeavoured to transfufe Mufseus's 
original turn of thought and ftyle : how well I 
fucceeded may eafily.be imagined. This was the 
firft and laft concern I had with Mr, Wittekind 
l^nd his work ; though, if I am not miftaken, it 
is ftill continued. By meeting with it fometimes 
in looking over catalogues, I am reminded of the 
^nsof my youth. 

My fecond produdliofi thjs fummer was ^ col^ 
leftioa of tales. Thefe were publiflied by Dy^k 
at l^eipfick, and were honoured with being 
printed in a very elegant manner. He has fince 
^ conferred another honour upon them who% 
unexpefted by me, and not quite fp fiitkfac* 

tory, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lit E OP XOTS£BV£. 79 

tarfy in repubfifliing them whlKmt mj. Icn^wt 
ledge or confeat, confiderably altered and erw 
larged. A few weeks ago^ wiflung to form a 
complete coUeSion of mj works, I fimt to^ heip^ 
£ck, among other things, for this infignificatit 
produclioQ. I opened it^ and bsgan rending; 
when, to my afioniihment, I found tltere was 4 
great deal of which I had not theilighteft recol- 
k£tion. I could not imagine how it could ha|»pen» 
that [ had fo totally forgotten what was writ> 
ten by myfelf. . I read on: but myixxrpnxt only 
increafed ; for ftill what I was reading Teemed in 
great meafure new to me, till ^t length I was 
thoroughly convinced, that many things were 
introduced of which I was not the authcM*. J3y 
drgrtt$» memory affifted me to fepanite my own 
from foreign property;, and, at the end of the 
retrofpe£i I was equally convinced, that not only 
wzB I made refpoofible fpr no le&than a hundred 
and fiftyrthre^ p3ges, not a word of which I had 
written,, but aifo that much really of my eKwn 
compofition was omitted. 

htt me sot be fiippofed thus publicly to notice 
this circumlianpe, Irpm the filly vanity of coni|p 
dering what lidid myfelf as of fo fuperior a na* 
tore^ that it nuifk heceffiurily be disfigured by 
thefe addttiooa and adterations« I will r^adjly 
sAow, on the contrary, 0iat from the inferio- 
rity 
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rity of my own part, it could only be coniiderea s» 
a foil to the reft. But in what a light muft I appear 
to the writers of the added pieces, (houki my book 
ever hll accidentally into their hands, and they 
ihould fee their own children fent into the world 
undermy name ? Muft I not be juftly qpnfidered as 
the moft fliameleis and contemptible of all plagi. 
drifts, or rather as a literary impoftor? And what 
befides, muft Weiffe, the Receiver of the military 
contributions, whom I have not the honour of 
knowing even by iight, think of feeing a poem 
addrefted to him with the familiarity of an old 
acquaintance ? 

Finally, what ihall we fay to the pubfiiher 
himfelf ? In the year 1780, when this work was 
iirft printed, he engaged, in cafe of its coming 
to a new edition, to pay me a fixed additional 
fum by the iheet for revifing and correding it ; 
yet he has publifhed this new and enlarged edi- 
tion even without my knowledge. The whole 
tranfaftion is every way incomprehenfible, and is 
perhaps a circumftance that never happened be- 
fore to a living author. After much reflei^ion, 
I can find one only pofiible folution of it A 
great part of the original edition of my tales, 
which certainly were not of a firft rate kind, 
mi^ht perhaps remain asufeleis lumber upon thie 

pub. 



Digitized by 



Google 



XVFZ OF KOTZBJWB. 75 

publifl^r's hands, as might sdfb be thc^ cafe with 
iome other work 'now confolidated with mine. 
But fince my name has become more knowiit 
and has acquired feme degree of reputation, he 
bought the {time W^as arrived for indemnifying 
himfelf for this double lofs, fo, melting his twooid 
fliopkeepers together, has fent them out to feek 
their fortune, as the work of the author now the 
TB0& popular. As a mercantile fpeculation, I 
muft own this procedure to be ingenious, hut 
I cannot poffibly admire it as a matter of pria- 
ciple* . 

Yet, in confideration of the joyous day pur* 
chafed with the money 1 received for the firft 
publication of my tales, I pardon the fubfequient 
ofTi^ce. * It was on my mother's birth-diay, and 
to the laft moment of my life I (hall call up the 
recoUeftion with tranfport. In a garden, deco- 
rated with garlands of flowers, part of which 
were formed into the initials of our names, I 
furprized her with a rural entertainment. In the 
preparations for this, the good Mufaeus, who was 
always eager to promote fuch innocent amufe* 
inents, had bufied himfelf extremely: A flage 
was formed by live hedges, upon which a fhort 
smd affefting little drama was performed by 
fome children ; foft mufic played among the 
ti^cs and fhrubs, and in the evening the whole 

garden 
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garden was illaminated with coloured lamps. It 
was the happieft day I ever experienced. Even 
mm^ the recolle£Uon brings tears into my eyes« 
fince thm I faw tears of tranfport ftanding 
in thofe of my mother. Yes ! IDyck is par- 
doned ! 

The third child I brought forth in Mufaeus's 
fummer-houfe^ was a comedy in three afts^ called 
Ti^ Trifie Few. Paffages and fingle fccnes were 
not amifs. It was written with the intention of 
being played at a private theatre at Weimar, 
after the Duchefs^s delivery, but unluckily only 
in cafe of her prefenting the world with a Princci 
and as it was her royal pleafure on this occafion 
penrerfely to produce a daughter, the performr 
imce fell to the ground, nor has the piece ever 
appeared in print. 

Befides thefe produftlons, I wrote, about the 
fame time, at the re<^ueft of a very worthy man 
who honoured me with his frioidfliip, fome <aAti^ 
cifms in a literary publication. If thefe bore 
the ftamp of immature youth, at leaft they were- 
free from any fymptomi: of the fliamelefs critical 
acumen dealt out fo liberally by maturer writcrti 
m tl^ prefent day«. 



Ill 
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In tlie Autumn of 1781, 1 went to Petciiburg*, 
The celebrated poet Lenz, author of the New 
Menoza^ was my predeceifor in the office to 
which I was now appointed. He had excited 
much diflatisfafiion in his poft, iince, inftead of 
attending regularly to the neceflary pubfic bufi- 
nefs, his attention was frequently diverted to a 
poem he was writing, for which there was no 
neceffity at all. I refolved, therefore, to . take 
warning from his example, and avoiding the rock 
upon which he had fplit, to forego the Mufea 
entirely ; but natwram fifurcd ey^llas. An. entire 
hsdf year indeed elapfed, in which, adhering 
firmly to my refolution, my fuperiors could not 
entertain the leaft fufpicioh that a fpark of poetry 
illumined my breaft, or that my name had ever 
appeared in the catalogues for Lei|^ck fair* 
This referve, on the fubje£k of my literary attain- 
ments> originated in obfervations I had myfelf 

* it does not dire Aly appear, either from Kotzebue's own 
wridngs, or elfewhere, in what capacity he i^w went to the 
Ruffian capital. He certainly was for fome years Prefident of 
the High College of Juftice in the territory of Ehftland, in the 
Ruffian province of Livonia ; but, from what follows, it fbould 
rather appear, that he did not enjoy this office till he went to 
refide at Reval; confequently, that his original appointment 
from the Ruffian government was of a different nature. In« 
deed, he mentions himfelf, in a fubfequent paifage, as being 
under the celebrated General Bawr, which corroborates the 
opinion that he had fome other poll before his prefidency. 

T&ANSL^T0&« 

made; 
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xf!2Ldt ; hy which I was convinced^ that in the 
world at large, a being who uaderftands nothing 
but how to make rhymes^ is confideredi and per^ 
haps juftly, a$ of very little account. . 

An accidental occurrenccrhowcver, once morc^. 
irrefiftiWy drew forth my vanity from under the: 
charitable controul of reafon.. The great and 
excellent engineer. General Bawr, palling througb: 
Riga, met by chance with the col!e6tioh of tales 
already noticed. The, name caught his imme- 
diate attention ; he fiarted, and enquiring par* 
ticulars refpe£ting the author^ learned to his t)0 
fmall furprize that it was the fame Kotzebue. 
who then laboured, under him, at a vefy differenb 
fpecies of employment. He purchafed the h^ky 
brought it back with him to Peterlburg, and' 
one day at table produced it unexpeftedly. The 
colour that inftantly rofe/in my face betrayed 
me, and the applaufe I received on this occafion 
blew the embers, ftill fmothering in my bofom, 
again into a blaze. 

By degrees I refumed the delightful occupa* 
tion of devoting my leifure-hours, which indeed 
were but few, to my old literary purfuits. A 
German theatre had been for fome little time 
eftabliflied at Peterfburg, but on a very indifferent 
footing. A lady, of the name of Teller, was the 

only 
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oniy one among the perfonnen. who pofleffed 
any real talents for the ^ge* The next in 
rank to her, for ability, was Fiala, a fpedmen 
fufiicient to give aa idea of their general medio* 
crity. The receipts of the houfe were very fmall, 
and the whole inftitution was on the point of 
falling to the .ground, when the intriguing Fiaia 
applied to General Bawr, intreating him, as a 
German, to take it rnider his proteiEtion, and to 
life his influence with the Tsarina for pro* 
curing its enrollment among her Imperial thea- 
tres. This was accordingly done, Bawr under* 
took the direction himfelf, and from that moment 
I was reftored to my own element* 

I wrote a tragedy, in five aflts, called Demetrius, 
Tzmr of Mcfcfm^ taken from the welLknown ftory 
of the true dr falfe Demetrius, who, according 
to report, was murdered as a child at Uglitfch, 
but who afterwards appeared fupported by the 
Poles, and dethroned the traitor Boris Godunow. 
The world needs not now to be informed, that the 
beft hiilorians^ are divided upon the queftion whe- 
ther or not this Demetrius was an impoftor ? A 
ftrong prejudice was at lead awakened in his 
favour, from the woman who was undoubted 
mother to the child fuppofed to hav6 been 
murdered, burfting into an agony of tears, in the 
midft of a numerous aflembJy of the people, at 

be- 
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bcbolding tfaar adventdrer; as lie was called, Iktail 
mtb ^ wflcTeft efEi&ns of joy ackncwkdgiog 
him arl^fifop^ .! It is howevet^ a]a$ 1 biit too cer« 
tain; dutpo&j has x>ftta engaged even maternal 
tendcraeftf iii its iiilmcift, and tfabie tears might nbfe 
ioiprdbflfb^ ber:artifiotaHy (bed by MariaFeodo*' 
mwna^ fumi hatred to the lifurper^ and a defire 
of Tcvenging hbr£slf by contributing in any wajr 
to hb down&L Be this as it may, I did not 
like; in my cjopacity of tragedian, to produce «ii 
irnpoftdrasthfe hero of my piece, and accord* 
ifi^ I fappbi^'his* being really the dethroned 
Iiince» 

When my drama was completed, I read it to a 
fmall but chofen circle* The then Pridian Am* 
baflador at the Ruffian court, and the PrefideAtof 
tbe Academy of Arts and Sciences at Pcteribnrg^ 
men of acknowledged and diftinguilhed tafie in 
literature, were among my audience. The piixe 
was. approved, prpbably more from the indalr 
gencc :of my bearers ftban from its own merits 
Sucb, at leafti 13 the impreffion I now. hav< 
upon the fub}e£l, as I fliould by no means 
venture at pre^^nt to bring it upon the ftagd; 
General Bawr ordered it to be immediatdy per* 
formed, arid very fpleridid dreffes^ and dd^ora*- 
ttons, after the old Ruffian coAume, were pre«- 
|Msi)re4ferit. 

^. . As 
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As the Tzarioa bad ccmfigned the entjire Vna^ 
hagen^oit of tbe theatre to Bawr» he thought 
his own fiat fufficiieaty and that it was uonecef^ 
laiy to lay the minti£:ript before the theatrical . 
cenfon fiotrtHii) piece of ne^igence nearly 
{)io¥^tb($bTerthrow of aU^ixiy traofports. Aa 
the iotebdied day of leprefentation approached^^ 
and hiad been anxKiuticed itt the {iubKc prints^ 
the Governor of ihe PoKce fent one morning ta 
the theatre, prohibiting the performanoe. Fiala, 

. thunderftruck^ haftisned to. General Bawr, and 
the General to the Governor,, to affure him that 
my tragedy was perfe£lly ittoffenfive- But 
this figni^ed little. It appeared, that Peter the 
Great had iiShedan Vkafe, exprefsLy de^clafing 

^ Dem^triui^ an impoRor ; and this being fiill hi 
foh:e, was more inconteftible evidence agauxft 
him, than th^ tears of his mother were i& hi^ 
favour. In vain did i urge, that I was wholly 
ignorant of the exiftence of fuch an Ukafe : it 
was ftill alked how I dared, in the very, fact of an 
Imperial decree, to prefent my hero tb tbe public 
under the title of Tzar of Mofcow; 

E^eem and cpnfideration for General Bawo 

> however, at, length removed even this difficulty; 

ismd the Governor of the Police confented to 

the-nspicfenb^u of my play> yet not' without 

previoufly fending an officer to me with ap ia^ 

G " junftion 
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jun^ion to make fuch alterations, as that Demel. 
trius ihoukl be publicly untnaflcedj and dHpIayed . 
before all the people in bis true chara£i:er of an 
impoftor^ Mortified to the lafl degree at the 
idea of thus mutilating my offspring, I repre-^ 
fented to the officer that the piece might as Well 
be thrown at once into the fire 5 but my remon* 
ilrances were of no avail, he refolutely infifted 
that this trifling alteration fhould be made. My 
only refource was in another application to the 
General, who once more flood my friend, and 
finally procured a compromife of the matter. 
The performance of the piece, as I had written 
it, was permitted^ on condition of my makkig^ 
in my own perfon, a folemn declaration that I 
was firmly convinced of Demetrius' impofture^ 
and in reprefenting the matter otherwife in my 
play, had only been guilty of a poetical licence. 

All obftacles being thus at laft removed, 
my unfortunate tragedy was perforated before 
a numerous audience, whofe euriofity Wats eon-- 
fiderably increafed by fo many demurs.* It wa« 
received with an applaufe to which the forbear- 
ance generally praflifed towards yoiith could al6ne 
give me any pretenfion. 

SooA after I wrote a comedy, Th Nun and tkt 
Chambermaidj that proved , extremely fucceisfu>, 

though 
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though frbm a very difFereint caufe; The aboli- 
tion bf Convents, in which Jofeph the Second 
was then deeply engaged, and the blockade of 
the Dutch fleet in the Texel by an Englifli fqua- 
dron, furni&ed materials iFor the plot, and much 
as thefe events attra3ed the public attention, 
a piece founded on them could fcarcely fail to . 
pleafe. Added to this, it was beyond all com- 
parifon better played than Demetrius. 

A fliort time before, fome author from Vienna^ 
I know not his name, had written a comedy, 
which had the good fortune to pleafe- the 
Tsarina, and (he teftified her approbation by 
ifnaking him a handfome prefent. I therefore 
expe£ted that Count Cobentzel, the Imperial 
Ambaflador at Peterfbprgh, would have taken 
this opportunity of returning her Majefty's com- 
pliment, nor did the idea originate folely in my 
own filly vanity, fince he had expreffed a wifli 
to be allowed a copy for the theatre at Vienna. 
This requeft I thought would not admit of any 
other conftruftion than fuch an intended compli- 
ment, as the innate worth of the thing would by 
no means authorife it, and I therefore eagerly 
put into his hands the only copy I had referved 
for myfelf. But never to this moment have I 
heard another word upon the fubjeft. Perhaps 
my patron's death, which happened fliortly after, 
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WAS tli€ {))rkcifMil caufe of this filence, fmct nox^ 
the tSLme publicity could not have attended any 
aft of mtMfiificeftce Ihevm upoA the occafioo. In 
Ihort, one copy of my pfey was tfius loft, atwt thr 
prontpter foon after running away with that 
belonging to the theatre, I was^ wholly and en-» 
trrely deprived of the babe. This was undoiibt* 
edly a mattef of fmall impottance, and I only 
mentfon it left the manufcript fliould faH into the 
hands of any of our gain-thirfty bookfellers, who 
ittight, unkfs warned againft rt, confign it^witV 
out mercy to his prefs. ^<iuld fuch be the cafe^ 
I here enter my folemn proteft againft its pub- 
lication. 

I now engaged in an undertaking which pirovcd 
of confiderable utility, though attended with h'ttle 
trouble. Among the vaft throng of periodical 
works that inundate Germany, a very fm&il num- 
ber then made their Way to Peterfbiirgh, and 
even they were little read y indeed, to own the 
truth, a few numbers excepted, they contained 
little worth attention. What things did merk 
perufal I therefore felefted, and printed them 
monthly in a good fized pamphlet. Several vo- 
lumes of this work, which, after ray departure, 
was continued by another editor, have appeared^ 
and been favourably received at Peterfburgh, as' 
well as in fonae of the provinces.- In this work, 
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befides feiirenl uni>u]>H(hed effiiys of my 9Wii« I 
inferted fome i^cimma of 7%^ 9f^ifrk^$ ef iig^ 
Family of OH^tihtrgy % iwwnpe <m wbttA I ww 
then employed. 

In the year }78i2, Iboe of 0iy Meod^ who ha4 
influence at courts had fixed their ii9io4s oi> 
pftablifliing me in a poft, to which they thoug)lt 
it would prove a ftropg r^comiDiendfttion in rof 
hvovix^ were I to write » volume of trqt^I tales 
3nd fiibles for young pHnae$, »n4 dedic'&te it ta 
^e Grand Duke'd Son, Never \^\Vkg felt with* 
in my^i^lf any propenfity to thi^ fppcie« of poetry, 
\ hefitatrd much i^hout fuch an ufidertaking, but 
&Qce \t wa$ to ferve &s a vehicle for future pro* 
inottoD, I at kn^h f ei9}ved to make the experit 

I immediatdy mentioned the idea to my pub^ 
liflier at Peterfburgh, a worthy maq, but who 
not being^a perfon of great talents hiipfelf, re^ 
gar ded whai little I pofffeffed with a degree of 
cnthufefrn. tfe engaged, withput a moment'^ 
hcfitation, not only to tak^ my fables, but to 
pi|bUfh.them in a very fplendid maimer, and had 
fcarcely patience to wait for beginatng to print, ' 
till I had prqperly correS^ed the firft iheets. H9 
came to me daily, and at laA almpD: feized npon 
<he ccfpy, amd f?ftt i^ off to the p^^eft. The fables 
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werfe printed onthe fined vellum paper, with a 
copper-^late to each, even though it did not eic- 
tend beyond one o£iavo page. Four (heets were 
thus finifhed off in the greateft hafte, when he 
brought them to me with an air of extreme exul- 
tation ; and indeed as to what concerned outward 
fliew he had fome reafen to exult. 

But how much was I fhocked, when on care^ 
fully examining their intrinfic worth, led. perhaps 
to inveftigate this the more minutely from the 
Iplendour of their external appearance, I could 
not but be fenf^ble that not one rpfe above me- 
* diocrity i I became immediately coavinced that 
I 'had no talent for this fpecies of writing, and 
I therefore refolved not to profecute a. plan by 
which I ihould only expofe myfelf; fo, paying the 
publiflier all that he had laviftied in thefe ex- 
penfive decorations, the work was configned to 
eternal oblivion. 

Oh ye ! who have fo often and fo bitterly re-: 
proached me with vanity, now behold I give you~ 
the lie. The re-purchafe of my fables coft me 
many hundred roubles, but my felf-love neve? 
breathed a fingle figh over their deftru6tion. 

I come now to the period of my life that I 
paffed at Reval. During the firft fummeir of my 
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je&dence tkere, I fpcnt tbe greateft part ef /cvery 
^ayin the delidous (hady walks belonging to the 
'caftle of Catheriaenthal, and read more than. I 
wrote. In the autumn I vifited for the firft timp 
tbe difmal and dreary environs of Kiekel^ abound- 
ing with forefts and morafies. Yet^ through the 
enchanting fmiles of affeftibn, and the genial 
warmth of friendfhip^ even this miferable country 
was transformed into a paradife. 

Ye worthy! ye excellent people among whom 
I then lived ! in your circle I learned that mortal 
man may be far happier in fuch a fpot, though 
furrounded by the growling of bears^ and the 
howling of wolves^ than in the midft of polifhed 
. fociety environed by the honied tongues of hy- 
pocrites and flatterers. Your forefts were inha-^ 
bited by heafts of prey, but calumny dwelt not 
in their dens , frogs and toads croaked in your 
moraiTes, but envy had not reared her altar in the 
midft of them. The limcrtrees indeed aflumed 
not their lovely verdure till the fpring was far 
advanced, and the rofes were even piore tardy in 
unfolding their fweets, but innocence and joy 
were perennial plants in your gardens. The fdil 
was fparing of its fruits, but benevolence needs 
not abundance I A grofchen * is a rich prefent 

* A grofchen is a fmall coini wo^th abp\^t twQ*pence Englifh 

Wll?^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



inrfaoi m6iflentd with the tear o£ fj^ittpathy, ao4 
a louis d'or has no value without it. Oh lleet<> 
Ing time I fcatter, if thou wilt, the reft of thef© 
|iage$ to th^ wi&ds of heaveci, oiiiy I^ this one 
-^this oa which I now infcribe the beloved namea 
of Fiitdorick ^tfid Sc^hia Helena Rofe*--Iet diis 
ione remain untouched! iqr ^bou wpuldft fnatch 
it .from the altar of virtue and afiedion, on which 
I place it as an offerln|f'Of gratitii^e^ 

Neither did the PamaSian maids refafe to 
^mbellilh this &ireft. The two firft dramas I ever 
wrote, which I conJider as poflfeffing fome d(5gtee 
-pf .real merit, TAe Hermit of F^rmentera^ zn^Ader 
Jaiie cfWulfingem, were written ai Kiekel. The 
ibrmer we played among ourfeives, and this,, 
private performance revived my paffion for the 
^ge with evai encreafed violence. To that 
paffion Reval was indebted for the inftitution 
of an excellent private theatre, which produced 
both aQors and aftreflfes of no common talents % 
It was opened with a comedy of mine, called 
JEvtry Fool J^s his Cafi. As a true German, i 
could not yet wlKxDy {hake off my propenfity to 
imitation, and this piece bad much the fame. 
degree of refemblance to Mpliere's Avare, as a 
fugar figure has to thofe made in bifcuit at Dref- 

* S^mc account of this theatre is fubjoincd at the end of 
^the trolume,-—— Trans LATOR. . 
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4en« V6t this teafoA I keep it &\lg ih mf drawer 
with ^ variety cif other papers. 

I cannot n«yW recoiled thvoo^ what calualtf 
I firft conceived the idea of writings the hiftory of 
Hhtry the Limy Dmke if Bmnfwkhy at hero whofe 
variousi and, in many refpeds, romantic fate, 
always interefted fine eittreraely. On a journey 
whidi I took through a part of Germany, in the 
year 1785, among other places I vifited Wolfent 
biittel and Hanover. With a view to my in- 
tended work, I carefully Ifearched the libraries of 
tbofe pla<:es, rummaging over old chronicles and 
legends for many weeks togetW, writing and 
re-writing, till at length I might venture to afllert 
that I was in pofleflion of a very competent ftore 
of materials iat my undertaking, I had even 
gone fo fer, as abfolutely to have f)repared fome 
detached parts of the hiftory, when two worfc$ 
appearing nearly together, the one hiftorical, the 
pther a fort of romance, in both of which Diike 
Henry was one of the moft confpicuous perfon- 
ages, my plan was entirely laidi afide. 

I now once more'ttilifted among the corps of 
joumalifts, by the publication of a monthly work 
for the benefit of the territory where I then re* 
fidcd. To this I affixed the wMmfical titles For 
tke Mind and Heart. It was carried On for a 
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^ar» but 4id co| rec^^ Atfficient fupport to 
encourage the profecuting it. farther. Some 
pieces written for this work are publifhed in the 
fpur volumes of my mifcellaDEieous writtng$^ 

Another^ and much more important idea foo»i 
^ter, for awhile occupied my whole attention. 
J wanted to write a^ ^mple treatife upon Tkg 
flonwt and Dijkmowry the Fame^ both temporal ,an4 
tofihmmsy of ail Times and all Nations. 

I confider it as fon)e merit ever to hare pror 
jefted fo grand a work^ even though I found my 
powers not equal to the carrying it into execu- 
tion. The idea of it was, befides, produQive of 
real advantage to me in other refpefts. It ferved 
to exercife my talents, to give me more juft cour 
ceptions of my own powers, and was the occa- 
sion qf my reading many a hiftorical and philofo- 
phical work, which perhaps otherwife had never 
engaged my attention, In fhort, the collecting 
materials for it^ wa? the fource of abundant in- 
ftru£tion to my mind. Never therefore fliall \ 
repent the unwearied ^ diligence with which this 
:|dea was for awhile purfued, nor tl^e numberlefs 
hours fpent upon it. The only thing I repent is, 
that I was induced fome time after to print, 
hi not in its original farm,^a part of the 
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li^ork, which treated Of NQbUiiy. 3ut mcffe ^m 
this fubjeft hereafter. 

in the autumn of 1767» I was firft feized with 
mn illnefs, which for feveral years held me fuir 
pended between death, and what is perhaps ftil} 
more to be deprecated than "death itfelf, the 
apprefaenfion of finking into a confirmed melaor 
choly. It was during the height of this diforde? 
that I wrote Mifanihropy and RcpeniancCy and Th^ 
Indians in England. Thefe two pieces were fin-r 
iflied in the fpace of not more than eight or nine 
weeks. Never, either before, or fihce, did I feel 
fiich a rapid flow of ideas and imagery as during 
that period, and I believe it to be undeniable^ 
that by fome kinds of illnefs, particularly thofe 
in which the irritation of the perve^ is increafed, 
the powers of the mind are abundantly elevated^ 
as difeafed mufcles alone produce pearls. 

Jn the year 1789, 1 wrote The Virgin of the Sun^ 
The Natural Sgn, and Brother Maurice the Humauri/t, 
I alfo proceeded in the collefition of my mifcel- 
laneous writings. The little romance of The 
Dangerous Wager ^ was another produftion of the 
fame year. It was occafioned by a friendly joke, 
and if many a hypocritical ihoulder be ihrugged, 
or many a hypocritical eye be rolled at it, it is yet 
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by no means contemptible^ as tbe e^iifiou of n 
fportive moment. 

Many very abfurd things banre been ikid and 
written upon the fubjeft of Mifanikrapy md R§f 
pentance. Among otber accufations brougbt 
againft me, it has been urged that I have not 
aidminiftered firiil poetical juftice^ in grantinji 
unqualified pardon to fiuUUia, and reftorjng ib 
great a criminal to her fiation in Ibciety and to 
every joy of life *, But no one fi;ems to have 
confidered the dreadful punifliment ihe has neceir 
farily incurred from the refieSiioa upon her own 
inifcondu£t^ or to have e^icamined whether zof 
pardon could releafe her from thofe refleftions, 
and v^^ether a wpman with fuch a mind, labour* 
ing under the preiiune of a fullied oonfcieacen 
could -ever be happy agaki* To ^iegler f alone 

da 

* Notwithftandiiig the Qbje£i5ons that have been made tQ 
the morality of Mifanthropy and Repentance^ Kotzebne in his 
preface to Th Natui^ Sm, feys, be has hitn w£^ afTtired that 
this \AsLy was the means of reclaimil^g a wife urfio h^d ebpec^ 
from lK:r huiband . — ^Tr -^j^siator. 

f From Xot^ebue's pre&ce te Tie Noift Lisy it appears dicit 
Ziegler wrote a drama as a continuation to Mtfanthropy and 
Repentance. Upon the i\xb]t& of thi^ continuation, |Catzebue 
€&y% ^^ I have« fincere value i^r the j;rowing t^eitts ^ this 
1* young poei^ but I thick the greyed part of the aii&ry which, 
** jhc mcafures out in fuch abundance tp iny wedded pair^ 
•» originates folely in his not removing them from their former 
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Digitized by 



Google 



4o thefe ideas appear ak all to have fiiggefted 
themfelves, yet his vi^w of the fubjeft is ext 
tremely perverted, and by taking the mijuftifiablc . 
liberty <*f recalling Eulalia's feducer again to life^ 
he has wholly fruftrated the moral in view. I 
therefore wrote: The Nohle Lie, ixom which, if I 
have again brought forward a woman deviating 
firona chaftity, a fubjeft on which the impure 
imaginations of the critics delight to dwell, I am 
confident as fine a moral may be deduced as ever 
was preached from the pulpit, or reprefented 
upon the ftage. 

As an interefting anecdote never can be ill- 
timed, I truft I may be allowed here to introduce 

** place of abode, and fixing them in fonire remote and retirecf 
*' fpot, for from the conveiuenees, but fiir aUbirom the eodle& 
^ firifes and difcords of fociety/ Ziegler had an undoubted 
" right, if he phofe it, to write a continuation of my drama, but 
•* furely he ought not to have recalled to life, men whom I had 
*^ purpoflsly defboyed, and by this' means annihilate one of ther 
*« fbroiigeil motives^ for Meinau's pardoning his wife. A cir- 
•' cuniftancc of which no one ought to lofe fight in judging 
'* of my drama*" Kotzebue therefore in confequence of his 
di&pprotfiition of the plan Zicgler followed, wrote The Nohls 
LUy m which he re(^s Eulalia*^ imhappioefs iblely upon her 
Own refie<5lions. In this refpe£t the. moral of the piece, as he 
kimfelf obferve«, is highly to be approved. In another refpeA 
fti^not quite fo unexceptiohabks. A Li s never can be Nos le, 
^t mull neceflariJy degrade its framer, by whatever motivcs^ 
it may have been induced, and a manlike Meinau could fcarceiy 
*xpeft that fo poor a device as he pra6lifed, would calm the' 
lelf-re(Meaoher oif a fincere pemtent,— Tk a'N« l ato r« 
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one, related to mej by a perfon of great credi* 
bility, attd which, though I ctondt undertsike M 
pledge myfelf for its veracity, I have reafon to 
believe true. At the time when Mifanthrofiy and 
Repentance was played very frequently at Vienna, 
the following fquib was one morning found in th^ 
Emperor Jofeph the Second's audience-chamber. 
"In this place is performed daily, Mifanthropf 
WITHOUT Repentance '^ One of the fevereft* 
and I am inclined to think, one of the moft un* 
defervcd farcafms ever put forth againft a perfon 
in that exalted ftation. 

At my return from Pyrmont, where I fpent Ibmd 
titnfe in the yfcar 1790, I, unluckily for myfdf, 
dipped my pen in foreign gall, and wrote fome 
fheetSj of which I can truly fay^ that they were; 
iilas ! damned to too much renown. On thefe I 
hiave fuflSicicntly explained myfelf in a periodical 
publication; and can only now add, that I ftill 
retain the fentiments I then delivered, and con-i 
lider ev^ry word there written as the pureft 
truths The worthy Zimmermann is now no 
liiore. It muft not be faid, De mortuis nil niji 
lene, but de mwtuis nil niJi vere. I have no longer 
either good^or evil to hope fre^m him ; and I may 
furely be believed, when I repeat from the fuK 
iiefs of my heart, that he was an excellent mari^ 
Perhaps bis eccentricities fometimes led him' 
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iftiayi but eyen hifi Weakhefles Were not thofe. 
o( a common mind. : I could here relate an 
anecdote of him that would excite the utmoft 
aftoniftiment in the reader^ and almdfl: conftrain > 
him to fall down and worihip the good man's 
aflies. And it fliould be related, were not the 
perfons implicated in it, and who alone could 
perfeQly underftand me, yet living. 

But enough. — ^My enthufiaftic admiration of 
him was no crime, yet the noble fpring*was poi* 
foned by a foreign hand. I dipped my glafs into 
it, and emptied the baleful contents myfelf! — 
Yes, I — I alone have been injured by that hate* 
ful adventurei and it is yet fome fatisfaftion to 
my foul, that it cannot be deprived of this/o/amen. 
ndferumy 

While I was myfelf preparing this fcourge to 
embitter my whole life, the arm of fate was in at 
ftill more fatal way awfully extended over me. 
The bed of wives was fuddenly fnatched from 
this earth, and poignant anguifh for her lofs 
drove me as a fugitive into the wide world. I 
fled to Paris, and remained for half a year amid 
the buftle of that capital, without fo much as 
giving a hint to our ambaflfador of my being 
there. But wearied, after a while, with livbg 
ia the.midft of fuch convulfions, I transferred my 
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abode to MentE, which then enjoyed profomi^ 
peace and tranquillity. H^e I arranged for th6 
pre{^ a detail of the heavy cabonity I had ex^ 
perienced, and of my confequent wanderings^ 
which was foon after publUhed under the title of 
My Flight to Paris. 

On this work^ a« ufual^ an irople ihare of 
abfurd and nonfenfic^l remarks have been made ; 
in particular, it has been cenfured as an arti- 
ficial defcription of falfe feelings. Upon th4 
probable origin of this charge, fo devoid of heart 
and foul, and which I feel to be utterly ground^ 
lefs, I have reflefted mUch> wA I think it may 
be traced to the fame fource whkh produces in 
general fo much moral excrement to the felf-fuf^ 
ficient vanity by which the mafs of mankind are 
^IwjCys powerfully influenced. Underftandingj 
aiid feeling > are thiiigs pofieif^d by each individual 
only in the degree juft fufficient to fatisfy hlmfelf; 
That another excels him in underitauding, many 
^ ma9 will acknowledge without heiitation or 
relu6^ance, (ince this is commonly a nuttter tod 
palpable to be eafdy denied^ and be finds no dif* 
ficulty in cgnfollng himfelf with the idea^ that he 
at l^aft po^fies the fame tmproveability of mind 
as the reft of his fpecies, while this avowed 
fuperiorityonly arifes from the advanta^s of edn^ 
catioui or of b^ing placed ia a more fortunaM 
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liWiati6h Jn iSe, an effea of chance that he can 
ire4(ffly pardon. But feeling being confidered as 
a gift of iiaftrre, he cannot, without humiliation 
to himfelf, allow another to poffefs it in a fuperior 
degree ; trontequently, if he meet with any thing 
into whifch the contrafted fenfibility of his own 
heart will not permit him to enter, he calls the 
■whole rtiatter fi£tion, and fatisfies his felf-love 
\)eilh a Ihrug of the flioulders. Perhaps I ought 
to have reflefted. upon thefe things fooner, and 
reftrained my feelings within my own bbfom, nor 
ftiiSfeted the impetuous tbrrent to overflow its 
propier bounds. 

Ahbfher drfcrtptibn of men call in qiieftion 
the getniineneft of fuch feelings from mere ma- 
lice, llifey ^re fenfible, that the poignant afflic- 
tion of a hufbahd deprived of his heart's whole 
treafort, muft excite compaffion and intereft in 
6very breatt ciapable of fympathy. Of thefe trea- 
fores, their malignity would gladly rob him ; and 
this C2lh Only he d6ne by proving that they are 
beftowed without reafon. Thence arife the 
malevblent criticifn^s fo liberally beftowed on 
this book, which yet, Heaven knows ! was dic- 
tated by real anguifli of heart. TTiis ftathp it 
undeniably bears, and I call upon any the moli 
ingenious fi^Konift, to write in a fimilar ftyle, un- 
lefs placed in a frmilar fituation. But ftiould fate 

H ever 
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ever plunge him into ctrtumfiances of like di( 
trefs, he wiy find that art has no (hare in difiatipg 
the lan|;uage employed to defcribe his feelings. 

The critics, either in the Literary InteUi^nccr^ 
or in the Univerfal Oetman Library^ as I writ^ 
from memory, I cannot pofitively fay whicl^ 
have been guilty of an odious mifreprefentation 
with refpeft to one paffage, which I f:a,9nqt 
here forbear to notice. 1 have mentioned, as a 
ftriking circumftance, that while I was at Paris, 
the taylor who came to take my meafure for a 
fuit of clothes, kept hts hat on all the time he 
was with me ; this, I obferved, appeared, even in 
a free country, rather a piece of booriibaefs, 
unlefs the man was a quaker. The critics, bow* 
ever, can find nothing obje£lionable m thcin** 
cident, but give the world to undeifl»od, that 
the Prefidenty giving me that title with a marked 
fneer, only took offence with the taylor becaufe 
he. confidered him as failing in rcfpcft for his 
idignity. I wifh. that any one i^ho forms this 
.judgment would favour me with reading tho 
p^ffage again ; ^d fliould he find the leaft reafoB 
Jo fuppofe my remark originated in fucfi pue- 
rile vanity, may I. be condemned to read Nico- 
Ipi's Travels through *. Biit the critic himfelf 

- ♦ Nicolai- is the publWhcr of one of the penotdical worii« 
ipcntioncd above» The Umver/ul German LibraYy. 

Translator. 
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fcotUd vbt iniflinderftand me : let any one, there- 
lore, judge of what materials fuch a heart muft 
be compofed; 

This Prefidency, with which I have n<Sw bfeen 
honoured for. ten years, has indeed always been a 
Humbling block, and rock of offence to theie 
fame critics ; though, in h&, it is a matter in 
which they can have no eoticern. I Once^ in 
fome publication j frotn real modefty, and pure 
Idve of truth, confefled that I did not con- 
-futer myfelf as a fchi?lar. " How ? no fcholar?'* 
obfervcd the critics," and yet a frefidentV^ What 
will they not confidef as a crime?- Had I af- 
ferfed that I was a fcholar; the very fame gentle- 
dien had probably exclaimed, " See there the 
^vanity of the man! he thinks he muft be a 
.*? fcholar becaufe he is a prefident.*' 

Deeply imprefled with the unbridled puerilities 
of which I had myfelf been an eye-vvitnefs among 
the Parifians — ^while I refided at Mentz, I wrote 
Thf Female Jacobin Cluby a little piece that I can*- 
not think deftitute of real humour, though Hu- 
ber, who is of a direftly oppofite political creed 
with myfelf j h^s fallen upon it fo unmercifully. 
Yet let me here avow, that t deteft every fpccies 
of tyranny no lefs heartily than does Huber 
himfelf, as I have fufficiently evinced in my PAi- 
H2 lojophicai 
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^d/opiA:at Pifture ^ the He^n df Lom ^ Fmr- 
iemth. Bkit I flever can make layfelf the patti- 
zan of any faQion. ' 

. The kft*%entioned Wdrk I fent m ^dbntifcript 
»o my ptfbliftiet «it Sirdboiji^. This gave occa- 
ifion t6 fottie com-eipotidefiice between us, when I 
tinifontoly fo^d^ that h}« letters tv^re opened 
tjeforc they came into my hands. I complained 
'*?f fhk t^our-mmWter at Mentz, vfhxy enqtiired 
into the matter, Imt could procure rfte nD fetid- 
fa6tion : it was affirmed, that they came thitbet 
t^pened. N«*er to *this day have I been 4bk to 
trace out by what means it could happeta th*t 
the honour of being fiifpefted as a fpy, or co*i- 
cealed Jacobin was conferred upon me ; bat It 
•appears to be my hard fate, that while HfibeV, 
with his aflbciates, profcribe me as the advd- 
cate of defpotifm, the real fupporters of that 
mohfter confidcr me as a dangerous dei^<^at, 
whom they cannot watch with too jealous iSi 
eye. • I could cite many extraordinary fneideiift 
in corroboration of my pofition, if a hiah diliAJf!^ 
dared to fay all that he can. 

While at Mentz, I was obliged to conimehdB 

a law-fuit, the event of which I intended to 

•have communicated to the public; fince, as rt 

"was inftituted againft a piratical publifher, it was. 

deeply 
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&/i^hstf^ mm. Wh«9 fir* I meriaced: %hb 
psofccutiOD^ my pirate w«t extremely mfelei^ 
fPHi in a iH^ft^ner d€ie4- m^; hut fiodkig that I 
wag ifciy fc^4ws w the iwt[fieF,be l)ep2wc dually 
csip@u$:bttg> 4nd wrote m^ia ratoft fervite letter, tq 
be® my ^ompaflSi^a. foj ^ a^mierow ftaiiJy, wh^ 
nuft be n^lo^d*. ihauM the pro{ecutto]» jb^ conr 
^mmd^ -^ th^irrfakes I pardoaedhho, aad let 
the m^ktjav Tf^ oMJsiX their fakes alio I now 
^bieai: tg^ il^^f^O/ In^jiaoie^ ^^ad place of abode. 

. Pli;yri«^ t^ faa^e peijod* I wro*o Tie^ Pat^roi, 
Mtm fffampmu ac^ Th. Knight of the hTm^^ 
S^latf; Wa^fiwn haft pf all my pieces, be,^ 
t^Q i^ fufiteft^ witji tke. public j and^j to coar 
i^ tb^ tiri#b/U is biut ^ piade^^te poifbrmafffe^ 
( kU^ much upon the mijife, having bees 
^QQijftoil^d to fee thQ wretched pro4wQipns of 
aScbft^WQd^Y, aV'ttlpJu$^ and others, extremely 
vi$e)l i^^ceived'Whw recomnaend^d by the good 
g?9»M of tifee oowpofer. The Literary. In^Hft 
&m^^ trii^ to \\»( ^md of eqntradiQioa, aoHifci 
jtfelf extremely with my calliog Sultan Warn* 
pum a burlefque drama, and afferts it to be one 
4>f * the: nw# ferious pkces I had ever written, 
J|I^( c^d/ii^a drama myfelf, they would have 
ryipulqdt it at a mere tarco. 
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The Knight &ftke Mkror is a ftiH inferiof pro4 
duQion. The plot, as I was rery lately told, 
iS taken from a romance by Vulpius. I fo^ 
lemnly proteift, however, that if fuch a work 
4oes exrift, I never few it. In the fifft place^ 
I never thought any thing written by that aur 
thor worth rny attention ; and, iq the fecond 
place^ I can account very fetisfaftorily for the 
manner in which I came by my ftdiy, Walter^ 
a mufician of great eiiiihence, was defirons of . 
compofing an opeva of my writing, a wi(h by 
which I confidered myfelf as much honoured. 
I was perplexed to find a fubjefV, when C^rift, 
then an aflor at Menta, happening to €ofne 
in, and hearing of my embarraffinent; related 
this fairy tale, which he probably had recently 
been reading. As I well knew how little wfc 
expe£ted of the text in an opera, I thought it 
would anfwer my purp^fe as well as any thin^ 
elfe, and within a fortnight from that time the 
Knight 6f the MSrrw was fii^ifhed. Very wi^ 
lingly will I refign to Mr. Vulpius the honoured 
inventing the ftoiy; and, if he wtflies k, that dftt 
of having written the opera, 

I mentioned, at the CQjnmencement of this 
fketch, that | neverbut once in-ihy Mfe wrotc»a 
yrork at the inftigation of other people. TI& 
was my Fragment upon Nohi/ity: 'PcQuld % 

inucl^ 
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itmch upon this fubjea, but I dare not. If it 
were known, and in time, .perhaps it may- be 
kriown, in' what an equivocal fituation I wa« 
placed by my perfeverance in certain opinions I 
had adopted, mifapprehended as they were, fq 
that even my moft confidential private correfpon- 
dence became dangerous to me ; If it were known 
what encouragement I had to engage in this 
work, and from whom it was received-— it would 
be cbnfidered in a very different point of view 
from that in which it now appears, and the wri* 
ter would be contemplated, not merely in the 
Bght of an author, but in that of ^i citizen and 
a father* 

Yet I cannot deny, that I have been guilty of 
Ibme inftances of improper complaifance in it, 
and thefe the critics have not failed fufficiently 
-to expofe. For one thing only was I unprepared^ 
that this chaflifement fliould be inflicted by. a man 
whom I regarded as my fteady friend, and whofe 
friendfhip I think I had deferved. This, I own, 
has been to me a bitter pill. It will eafily be ima* 
gtned, that I refer to a work lately publifhed upon 
Humanity. Had a general lift of all living authors 
been laid before me, and, I had bei^n . dffired to 
fele^ from among them thej^^riter of this work, 
tts teal author would have been almofl the laift 
vpon whopi my coBJeftures .h^d fallen,, ,, This 

h 
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is. one of thofe many ci^uel deceptiqns I bav^fot* 
perienced in the couHe of ray life^ Wt^ich, I qsi^. 
not diffeoable it, have occaiioupd i»^ W7 <i?^^i» 
heart-aches. What are ajl the dajjge^ 9i<q94 ^- 
the Literary baeUigencfir in coiapajcifoD of oHe:ftah| 
from the hand o£a friea4 he loved,: ^viKa)ciBg t^ 
fleeper fcom a pleaiiog drea^ ? 

Not lefs unexpeded aod agows^yi^ t^ ooie tlj^ii^ 
the.ftab to fuch a fleeper, was th^ ftroke I rs^ 
ecived, when Huher^ by th^ p^bljj:^tion pf \^^ 
mifcellaneous writings, threw afi^^ the ms^^ oS^ 
the critic. When I found that h^e, ^n whoTe 
company I had pafled fo many pleafant houn[-i~, 
he, whofe talents I had fo much admired, and 
whofe acquaintance I had. fo hjighly vahied-* 
he, who appeared fo warmly attached to menr^ 
he, who, notwithftanding the general indifference 
be fliewed to ray writings^ had honoured my Fifrn 
gin of the Sun fo far as to enrich it witji.. s^ ^d-* 
ditional fcene, of fuch merit, that I, only wi^ I 
had been permitted to publilh itr-rbe,, in:?wordi 
from whom. I parted with a moilv cordis^ embp-agq 
— that he was the man who liad thrjuft theda^ges 
into my back. 

.1 may be told, perhaps, that a grwt diO^D^oa 
is to be made between the remarks of the crir 
tic, and what paffes in friendly intercourfe bpr 

tween 
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. ^np.^ it .i5fQ^14 be. V^poijyttl^ to, €n(iea,vo,ui to 4e- 
preci^^.s^ mfpirm..thp, e^e^g/ thp woili^ t^ whop^ 
ijk .Rrw^te I,, l:^'n;wl^ jproj^flipns. <jf friend.^ 
^ip^^^U^c^fnt. .QopdGo4I if p^Wii? ^5^ 

'^ifl^wiift refi?p[il)^e,a,l?»?2Mrtift^l womWi to. wi^ 
^h^fe. foiilea eveii ^. hf^t)^, p^xk^, nuift fe^l^ * 
bsjcqthai's; deftru^lik^ it is A9. 0^}^ of v^ wiijie^ 

Buteno^gbQ(vl;ili^s,fjl4>j/?£t.-T^L^ me ^oftee^ 
to corre£t a paflage in the third volume of Fmf- 
tp^'s. l^i^s^ S]^^ag of.t^e Epglifli Thp»fare, 
he %s» '» Tlfc 4?»njas pC one l^OTJSBB.Ui^ 
«• v^ul^. pl^a^ ugi^n th^ EngWBl ftagc, with the 
«ft «iMJ|ioa, ^ of a fe^ gc^i^is, <ff 64t." 

Strongly was I inclined on reading tKis pa&age^ 
tfj^ o|G^ thf^ gujbli^pf dr wag^r that he could, ijiot 
produce it in Forfter's own hand-writii^g* . N(^ 
feould be poffibly have been offended at my de* 
claring that I woaM accept o( no raiBeit prodf of 
its authenticity. Such a fufpenfion of my he^t 

* When I publifti the fdcond part of this ftetch, F wHl en* 
deavour to throw (gm^ l|ght upon the p];0bable fqupdatj[i29 of 
this ctitique of Huber's. It appears to me hot wholiy incredible, 
• Chat fpleen and ill-nature at the fuperior fuccefs of a rival dra« 
Wfiifii |iKt3(>r.H.lm»t«it^,l»^r«qa^r^ iinc^ i( is.qe|t^%ti^t4he 
&te of bis QixPA<haip^U9 prq^&iqns has npl ^«f a bcUJi^^^. » 
/ • Author.' 

is 
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{s but & tribute due to the eftecm I entertain- 
ed for his deceafed friend. Often have I cdn- 
fulted Forfter on my writings, and his judgment 
was always given with a modefty and humility^ 
peculiarly his own. It is true, that he has found* 
things to cenfure in mjrjdramas^ but never did he* 
appear to confider them as wanting fait ; and 
If I m lift choofe between regarding this paflagc 
fis an interpolation, or believing the ronthy Forf- 
ter to have been guilty of tergiverfation, I cer» 
tainly iflialf abide by the' former dpinioif, 

''Whatever r havd 'written flhce, has been tc*- 
ttlHd in*a very 'ffSf taring manner by the publidr 
and, as was confequently to be expefted, with' 
/cs^pely lefs contoMely by the critics. I flttiU 
otdf iwrc give a Kft of thefe wor^s. 

'Count " Benyowiky ; or, the Confpiracy of 
|l;amtcfaatka^ . : • 

Th^ Spwi^Tds.W P?mi pr^^ the Pe^th of 
Rolls. 

Fprerty and Magnanimity, 

The Man of Forty Years pI4 *, 

* This is a little piece in one a£l, taken from the fame French 
ie/ftr/iJftfas'fhe "Beautiful Engli/h Farce of Th Guardian. 

• The 
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' Th<r Negro SBaves, 

The Madcap *f 

The Count of Burgundy, ' 

. Th$ Force of Calasmjt* ^ ; 

Falfe Shame, 

Tlje Ypungpft OflTspring of my Fao^y f* 

MaBy of my drgmias have rppeived X^f ^^^ 
guiihed honour qf b^w^ Uai^ated j^t^ fvc^^$ 

• It is difficult to fipd a tfrpi in Engli|b tl>al waftly corr^t 
Iponds with the German Der ff^U/ang^ thi titl^ given to this 
comedy in the original, and figmffing « man fixU of tbe vMt$ 
and frolics of youth. Madcap convey? the idea more accurately 
|han any other term, qn^ythat this is liable to th^ obje&iqttof 
being more generally applied to. a female than tq a male. Yet 
the authority pf Shakefpeare may be cited for applying jt tDtbfc 
}atter fex. 

^Twas wh«r9 th« Mtf^rtf^ dake his mck k^ ^ *<- ' 

V?- -f- ' > a 

Where is his fon^ 
^he nimblc.footed madcap. Prince of Wales? 

^rijANSLAi'O.II, 

f This is a colle*6tion of mifcellaneous pieces Vhenceth^ 
prefent iketch of the Author's life is extracted. Six volumes 
have ab-eady been publiihed at dilferent peripds^ ^^4 « ^ 
generally underflood that the work is to be cqntinued occaiion** 
ally in the fame way,— 'J'&ANSi.^TQji, 

PMtch, 
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Dutch, Daniib, PoliOi, Ruta,^^4 ^^m ll»S^Q« 
A new thorn in the fides of the critics *. 

Not many days ago^ I reipeivejdl s^ leHer from 
Mofcow, in which my correfpondent writer: 
" Your drama of TieNaiural S^n toat been played 
" here as often, and with no lefs applapf^^^ than 
** was The Marriage of Figaro at Paris. It is well 
" tranflated into Ruffiari." . , _ > 

Is it^ n©^ fiimewhatv extraordinary, tltat at the 
fame time, in fo many different countries, the 
ptibKc Aould manifeft fo perverted a tafte? That 
tHeyftiouWr find things worthy of patronage and 
applaufe, on which the Literary Intelligencer has 
been pleafed to prenoujouce a» irrevocable (ejit^Rce 
ijjf .4^iMit[M?A?^^PfAt. hi?14rTbie iftvefligatioa of 

'*♦ To this- Hft of nations that have regarded Kotzebuc's 
works with no flight degree of approbation, he might now 
add,* and' probably would zdd- with a confiderabk degree of 
fatisfafiion, the Englifh. It certainly muft be a genius of 
no common ca^ that can- thus take the lead on fo many 
of the theatres in Europe; and perhaps for delicate touches 
of nature, which fp^ak in the njoft forcible i9ay(u;ier to every 
heart, Kotzebue may be pronounced almoft unrivalled. If re- 
port may be depended upon, his reputation as a dramatic wri- 
ter was never higher on. the i6ontinent than a^ th^ F^£;i^^ 9^^* 
pient, and w^ik Piza^ro, continues to draw crowded bpmC^ 
ai Drury-lane Theatre qv*?^ night of its performan^je, on ^^oft 
of the principal theatres iu; G^rinany fcarcely v^xiy bu,t lv« 
pieces are now afled .— X^ ajjsj-ator. 

' fo 
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fe ctafribiii a ph»Homtfnob ^^ betefejft^edfoi-^life 
lequel 6{ this work. 

For tfe^ pr*fetit I have done wftli inyfelf- 
Heavefe gttint that 'hone of my readers may have 
yawhtfd bVd* this cfetail of my literary adven- 
tWfes! Shoald I be reproaclhed vrilh having in* 
fttided a pbrcel erf" trifling irifignificaift fcii*cQm- 
flancies vip6n the world— with having, ias is feid 
infMamnixXiJtoi/ed nothings ik a bkldne^ mdck of i 
Jpfder^swek. I will not pretend 'to fefutte th^ 
charge. 1 fliall ohly obferve, \hat, according to 
*Ay ideas, to thoTe who m^ke flie human heart 
Iheirftudy, tiothing can be uninterefting Whicli 
contributes towards tracing the progrefs of its 
fbrmati(m> nothing infigmficant which tends to 
Ihow by what procefs a man comes to be what 
he is, be his talents many or few. Every one 
who fliall purchafe this book, knows beforehand 
what he is to expeft. Thefe little volumes are 
the Offspring of my Fancy, confequently muft be 
compiled after my own humour, not after that 
of other people, unlefs I mean to falfify their 
title. 

The continuation of this Sketch, which I in- 
tend to publi(h at fome future period, I muft re- 
queft all its readers to confider as a defence 
extorted from me by my calumniators. So often 

have 
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have I been dragged by the critics to the bar 
of their and my judges, the public, that it would 
appear too much like treating thofe judges with 
indifference at leaft, if not with contempt, were 
I entirely to abftain from anfwering their charges. 
In this view of the matter,- I have forae claim 
to pardon and indulgeiKe* Yet let me afiure 
that pubtic to whom I appeal, that ho endea» 
vours (hall be omitted on my parti to enliven, as 
far as poflibla, fa dry a fubjeft, by ftrewing fome 
flowers in the path, and that I will never lofc 
fight of what Beaumarchais fays with fo much 
juftice*^*' Has a man any claim, becaufe he is in 
** the right, to give his readers the vapours, and 
^' make his judges yawn with enmif — ^Alas! 
*^ their fituation is already but too irkfome!" 



tNi) OF THE LlF'fc^ 
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MY FLIGHT TO PARIS, 

THE AUTUMN OF llQO, 



Her^s it uraii by God coQiinaiided^ 
When with dire disease opprest^ 

Still to calm my bosom's anguish. 
Still to sooth my soul to rest. 



MvmfitKj 
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PREFACE, 



DEAREST READER, 

I DO not pretend to confider this little 
work as likely to be ufcful, perhaps it 
may not be even entertaining. I write it. to 
footh the ;anguifh of my foul— -I write it in 
the moft wretched moments of my life. 
The lofs of a wife whom I loved inexpref- 
fibly, drove me forth into the wide world. 
I fled the place where my repofe was buried 
for ever — whence angels had claimed a lif- 
ter's prefence among themfelves. Ah ! the 
place I could fly, but the image of my Frc- 
derica followed me every where, and only 
in death, when I fliall prefs the original 
again to my bofom, will it forfake me. 

'Tis become a matter of indifpenfible 
ncccflSty to my heart to be always talking 

I or 
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or writing of her. The hope of allaying 
njy anguifh has placed the pen in my hand 
— but the form of my beloved wife hovers 
over the pap«^; \ tnflw not .irhat I fhall 
write, yet I fee plainly it will be only of 
her. 

Ye, who have hearts capable of fympa- 
thy ! — Ye, who have Ibmetimes dropped a 
trar at the repno&ntat^a of nsky* dcaoia)! 
i^e^er I acquired merit ia y(»ir eye% t^ 
ward it by we^piag with ne fiwr my ^ 
Iwed FredffficaL-r-^Of at I^A ^m ysHW 
cenfures. if yon taJfift this book intch yoaw 
haitdis, aadf perhaps dp. not find m it whaC 
you* feek. hidu^ nice wi^ wpitiag o| 
her J^— ipura me tmt if evea th^ remot^ft 
ebje^^ ftill brings me iufccAWy to \»x !— 
>B&aveu prejferve ye all from eit^pesiencif^ 
like afffiddoii ! yet if ever a fitrnJ^v fat9 
iiiovld be yours, ye fliall npt intreal^ my 
cooKipailion in vaiii^. 

Every hufband who at this moment ftill 
poifiiiifta Itts. beLs)ved Assife, who cmt ftiUf chip 
]ber affe^tioiiately to. his bofe»i» wbfta Im 

reads 
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reftds this and thanks God for the bleffiag 
yet fpared him, I aflt not tears of him^^ 
yet even hfe may furely pity me l—But ye, 
whom a fimilarity of fate draws nearer to 
me ! ye, who have loft a hufband or a wife, 
who are not yet forgotten, let us weep to- 
gether ! we are brethren ! To liich I make 
n6 excule for writing a .book folely for my- 
f^f aild a few friends, a book to relieve a 
w<«ndcd beatt. 

I wfll at fome time ered the faireft mo- 
immeiit i cirt to. ray Frederica, but not 
herfe t— »At prefent I am unequal to the talk. 
Wh^tl my minid is fomewhat more a)mpofed 
I will Write the hiftory of our love atxd of 
duf marriage. What a moment will it be 
forfuch a heart as- her's when I draw afide 
the veil that modefty threw over ail her 
virtues — Oh^ (he was fo truly, fb inexpreffibly 
gdod, tiG« from cold reafoning, and prin* 
ciple, but from the overflowings of a warm 
and *ffe^idfiat^ heart ! Her feelings were 
always noble, for there was not a place in 
her bofbm that could harbour an ignoble 
thought. Her heart and hand were ever 
1 2 open 
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Open to the relief of diftrefe, flie gave freely, 
aiid always as one human being iboul4 give 
to another, as though it had been to a brother 

or a fiftcff 

t 

It was only kfl fpring that on the firft of 
April I indulged .rayfelf in a joke, which 
ended in ftill farthecprovihg her benevolence. 
I wrote her ah ill-fpelt, illiterate letter, as 
from a poor widow living in a retriot^ part 
of the town, with two half-naked children, 
and no bed to lie on^and who^havirig heard 
of her goodnefs, implored her aflStftaiiQ^t The 
day was cold and windy, yeifc my Frederiea 
ordered the carriage to be got ready imme- 
diately, and looking out fome elothes; and 
linen, fet off for the place,. I had run thither 
before ; — I faw the carriage coming, but as 
it drew up to a houfe in the fuburbs, I began 
to be afraid my trick was dijcpvered. Oh 
no ! fhe only flopped to buy fonje rolls for 
the hungry children, and with thefe, her 
bundle of linen, and two roubles in her 
hand, (he proceeded to the houfe ^pointed put, 
where I met her. She was lefp angry ^t 
piy boyilh levity, than eonc?r|i?d that (hp 

was 
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was difappoit^ted of doing a good aftioiii 
Yet in the eyes of God it was performed ! 
-—Oh rtevcr will the firft of April return 
without bringing tears into my eyes ! — And 
this was only one inftance out of ten thou- 
fand !-»-Such a wife I have poffeffed ! fuch 
a wife I have loft I 

You, my cheriftied friends and acquaint- 
ance ! You, to whom I have been able to 
write nothing but my wife is dead!-^o\X 
will receive this book with candour and 
kindnefs, fince it will tell you what, and 
where I have been, ever finCe fate, while 
it Ipared my life, robbed me of all that 
made life valuable ! — Alas ! I once thought 
that I had loft my greateft treafure when I 
loft my health !--Oh how was I miftaken ! 
Even in the horrible winter of 1788, when 
I laboured under fuch fevere bodily fufFering, 
ftill with my Frederica by my fide I tafted 
the foothing confolation of dorrieftit joy, 
not to be purchafed by wealth or honours. 
For my lake fhe renounced all company, 
all diverfions, and confidered it as no facri- 
fice to confine hjcrfelf entirely to my fick 

chamber. 
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chamber, If then I was but h€ a few 
minuter free from angtiifli, how ferene was 
my fotiU how deeply did I feel that alt 
other happinefs is poor and weak when 
compared with wedded happinefs !, One kifs 
from my wife, one preffure of her hand 
made even my moft nauieoYis medicines 
fweet. 

Thus was fhe my fc4e fiipport, when I 
was loft to every thing elle^ and now that 
I could again have enjoyed life with her 
as formerly^ now ihe is ^o more !~But fhe 
was perhaps only a proteSing angel fcnt to 
fave me — ^her erraitd is accompli&ed, and 
ihe is returned to her bleft abode — yet fhp 
ftill hovers invifibJ^ ovw me I — ^we ihall one 
jday be re-uaited ! — ^Oh fweet felf-flattery, 
forfake me not ! in this hope aloQie can I find 
a baifam for my wounds.- 

I know not by what name to call thcfc 
efFufions of my heart. This fliould be a 
preface--r-but what refemblance does it bear 
.to a preface ? No matter ! it fpeaks of Fre* 
derica and my bof<Hn is relieved ! 

2 It 
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It was my defign to ftate to thee, compaf- 
lionate reader, what thou wert to expedl in 
this book. 'Tis a tour to Paris, yet has it 
no refemblance to the common mafs of 
lours, fince I faw nothing but my Ipft wife I 
*^fhe followed me every where ! — (he then 
muft be almoil my fole theme ! 

Yes, I was for awhile an inhabitant of 
iParis, but of Paris I know very little. The 
principal occurrences during my ftay there^ 
I have noted down in the form of a jouriial. 
This cmployjnent has foothed my wounded 
mind, it has enabled me to flied tears, 
when my foul wanted fuch relief. When I 
thought that beneficent fource exhaufted, I fat 
down to write, and it flowed again. My 
objeft is attained ! my defpair has fubfidcd 
into a calm and gentle forrow ! 

AUGUSTUS VON KOTZEBUE. 



Paris, 
Jan. 1, 1791. 
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MY FLIGHT TO PARIS, 



IN 



THE AUTUMN OF 1790. 



X1I7H5^N my ill ftate of health drove me again 
^ ^ to Pyrmont laft fummer, to drink of its 
(alutary fpring, my beloved wife, being then in 
the fifth month of her pregnancy, remained at 
home. Every letter I received from her, and we 
commonly exchanged three or four letters in the 
week, bro^gh.t the moft pleafing accounts of her 
healthy and the aflurance that (he had no w ifli 
but for my return. How ardently I participated 
in this wifli may be eafily imagined I I, there- 
fore, eagerly embraced the firft moment when 
it was poffible to efcape from the medicinal 
yoke, and flew to her arms. This was in the 
bei^inning of September. 

Our firft interview was at Gotha. She came 
thither to meet me. My tranfport at beholding 

her. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1^2 ItfY FLiGRt TO 9AtLU. 

her, our firft embrace, the heart-felt joy with 
which I contemplated her blooming cheeks ma- 
nifefting pure health and content, the animation 
that fparkled from her eyesr—how prefeitt are all 
thefe ideas to my imagination ! How does my . 
fancy love to dwell upon the enchanting images! 
Fain would my pen defcribe them in equally 
glowing colours !--*But wwds vt unequal to the 
tafk! Yet every one who has a heart can ima* 
gine them all. 

Two months more pafled on* I faw, with- 
out alarm, the moment approach when I wte to 
be prefentcd with a new pledge of our love,' 
fince no rcafon for alarm then appeared* I didaB 
that lay in my power to prevent danger : I per-* 
fuaded my Frederica to take a walk with me a^ 
moft every day, in the beautiful paf k at Weimar, 
which was indeed her favourite refort- How 
have we ftmlled about Aere arm m arm, infweet 
converfation, building caftks in the air, forftimg 
conjeftures oti the future, reviewing the paft, and 
enjoying the prefent 1 Sometimes talking of our 
abfent friends, amufing outfelves with fpecula-* 
tions on what they might be about at. that mo- 
ment, what, and when, they would write to tis, 
or where, and when, we fliould fee them agaiik 
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In the little hut made of the bark of trees, or 
tt the waterfall, or upon the hill, or by the three 
fullars^ or where we look over the meadows in 
the valley as upon a ftage — ^have we often flood 
or fat, contemplating the varied beauties around 
us. Oh, may the fweetcft, the moft refreffiing 
dew, fall upon ye every morning, ye trees and 
flowers, for you w>ere witnefles of my happinefs i 
Ever mayeft thou fiourilh and look gay, thou ver- 
dant turf, for thou haft been preffed by the foot- 
fteps of my beloved wife ! How would (lie laugh 
when our William virould fometimes (land upon 
his head, andfet the little dog barking with co- 
mic eagemefs at fo unufual a (ight ? Never, 
never, Vill a happier couple enjoy thy charms, 
thou lovely fpot. 

Often, too, have we vifited Belvedere, and 
Tieffurth, country-feats near Weimar. There 
did we fit under a tree, and regale upon new 
milk, while my Frederica rejoiced at finding the 
weather (Ull fo warm In the country, that although 
in the month of Oflober, we could remain out in 
the air, whereas at home we were creeping to the 
foe. Thefe Ihtle exfcurfions were always fo plea- 
&Ltii to her, that in every the moft minute inci- 
dent (he fotfnd a fource of delight. 

About 
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About *a mouth before her confinement, flie 
accompanied me to Leipfick fair. She was on 
that day uncommonly cheerful and animated, 
and at our return home affured me, that flie ne- 
ver in her life enjoyed any thing of the kind 
more highly. Oh, what greater delight can the 
world afford than to have contributed to the 
enjoyment of her whom we love ! 

Thus, amid a conftant reciprocation of pure 
and innocent happinefs, did the hours pafs on, 
till the moment approached of which neither of 
us entertained the leaft apprehenfion. My Fre- 
derica had always enjoyed uninterrupted health, 
her only medicine was ftra wherries, and never 
fince our abode at Weimar had the apothecary 
been enriched by her to the amount of a fingle 
Jreyer, 

At length, on the eleventh of November, (lie 
was fafely and happily delivered of a daughter- 
For the firft three days (he was remarkably well, 
was all life and animation, laughing and a(ruring 
us that a lying-in was a mere joke. Never, (he 
faid, had (lie been fo well; never, in the firft 
three days, felt a like appetite, or like freedom 
from pain. In fliort, every thing feemed to pro- 
mife her fpeedy recovery, and the little cloud 
y^hich muft at fuch a period inevitably for a mo- 
ment 
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ttient darken the horizon, feemed entirely dif- 
perfed. Such was her own opinion^ as well as 
that of all around her. Ah ! was there then 
on earth a mortal happier than I! The whole 
creation feemed mine, and I its {bv<^reign ! Who 
could fuppo(e that thefe ware to be the laft 
happy days of my life ? 

On the fourteenth ihe was fomewhat indif- 
pofed. We believed this to be a matter of no 
confequence, only occafioned by the milk, and 
were fatisfied nature relieves herfelf in various 
ways. On the fifteenth flie.again appeared quite 
well. Still do I fee her, when, after having fpent 
a very uneafy night with the idea of her indifpo- 
lition, at five o'clock in the morning I Hole 
Ipftly into her chamber, and crept to the fide of 
her bed, full of anxiety to learn fome tidings 
of her. She ftretched out her arms to me, and 
raifing herfelf up, aflbred me that (he was then 
perfeftly free from complaint. Oh bleffed affu- 
rance ! once more my mind was in a ftate of 
compofure. I, afterwards read to her a fcene 
of a drama I was writing, for I always made 
her unfophifticated feelings the teft by which I 
proved the real merit or demerit of my works. 
What did not draw a tear from her eyes, I 
}jlotted out. Al^s ! to >vhofe. feelings can I rer 

. .► for 
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ferin future! — ^My tutelar genius has forlakeif 
me ! — my fire is extinguifhed ! 

She li^cfned^to me on this morning vrith lier 
accuftomed attention antf .pleafote, Ae gave her 
opinion upon the work as irfual, her' minfl iteter 
appeared more clear or acute. Never I Oh^iae- 
ver will the piece, of which this fcene was a 
part, be iinifhed! I flio^ld ftart back with- hor- 
ror, were the fatal J)Qg€s ever again to farfvifitd 
my hands ! The bare id^a of adding another Ime 
to tbem gives me a feeling of criminality. I 
couhi not for all the treaftn^s this world affords, 
endure to hear that part repetited tvhieh Iread 
to her. The recolleftion of hct nod of ^pptohd^ 
tioa as I proceeded, would harrow up my (bill ! 
for, oh ! it wsis the laft'approving nod I ever cart 
rweive from her. 

• On the fifteenth, fhe began to complain of 
cxceliive feinKnefs, ahd from this day her fJtuation 
Gonftantly grew more alarming. I became ex- 
tremely anxious abotit her, and called in the ad- 
vice of my old nniverfity friend the chief phyfician 
Hufekmd, in aid of Mr. Buchholz, who had hi^ 
tberto been our fole atteifidant. The diforder ra- 
pidly increafed, her fever grew hourly higher, 
an4 fhe was at times delirious. Three days, 
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vtbbdic to me feetned like aa etemitj^ thus palTed 
on, when my nnxieiy became intolerable. 

On the tyirenilifith^ I haftcned eaarly in the 
morning to Jena, to call in the ailiilance of the 
c^bi^ated Ehr- Starke, who was my intimate 
irmxidf. and of wliofe meclical ikill I had the 
bi^^ ppiniofi. Thus I thought nothiag would 
Wnegkcted on my part to fave a life io dear— 
and ^ iefle£lion l^s beeu my fole feuroe of 
confolatipn ia tb^ midfl; of my deXpair at her lois. 
Heaven only knows what I foffered on this expe- 
dAtion* My f^m:y could not forbear to dwell 
09; tbie n^il dyeadful Images which, though then 
m&t^ly Ui^^ ivere, alas ! but too foon to be vfsif 



My friend was fo good as to return with me 
Inwuediately, and I was back again at Weimar, 
dccompani^ by hUn^ wUhin five hours from my 
departure. He fovmd my Fredenca very HI, bu* 
yet did not think, her cafe by any means hope^ 
lefe, zad I once more began to breathe freely* 
Cathartics and diaphoretics were adminiftered* 
She was become from deliriom very peevifli and 
obftinate, nor would take any thing but from my 
hands. Oh, with what trembling hands did I 
teach her the glafs with the medicine, but flie 
kiffedme when (he had taken it, and my Ibul 
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Digitized by 



Google 



128 JUT FLIGHT TQ PARIS. 

could not but find fomc confolation in thi$tefii- 
mony, that amid the frowardnefe of difeafe, and 

wanderings of diftraftion, her afFeftion for me 
.remained pure and undiminiihed as ever. 

On this day, my drama of M^anthropy and 
Ke^efUance was performed. I mention thiS' cir^ 
cumftance only to introduce an anecdote, which, 
even amid the anguifli I then endured, gave m€ 
a fenfation of pleafure. About eighty of th^ 
ftudents at Jena came over to fee the play. 
It was the ufual cuftom of thefe young men^ 
iipon fuch occadons, after having attended the 
theatre, to hare a jolly fupper together fome- 
where, and about midnight to return home, not 
without much noife, and hallooing and clapping, 
all which we ufed to hear in full perfeftion, as 
their route lay through the ftreet where I lived. 
Qn this night alpne, not a firigJe carriage or horfe 
paffed my houfe, the^ whole party went quietly 
out' of town by fome other road, that they 
might not difturb my fufFering wife. I mentioned 
this circumftance to her in the morning — ^flie 
feemed pleafed with the attention, and I take this 
opportunity of publicly returning my grateful 
acknowledgment to the gentlemen for it. 

On the twenty-firft and twenty-fecond, my 

Frederica continued much the' fame. I fent an 
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ex'prefs both mornings to Dr. Starke, with an 
account of the fituation of his patient. I fcarcely 
ever quitted her bedfide, and experienced fome 
fatisfefcUon at finding that fhe did not in general 
appear to have any apprehenfion of danger. 
Once only as I embraced her, and laid my cheek 
to hers, not being able to reftrain my tears, flic 
feemed for a moment to be ftruck with a degree 
of anxious folicitude. This, however, foon va- 
niihed again, as I wiped my eyes, and endeavour- 
ed to refume a countenance of hope and fere- 
nityj Indeed, her delirium was commonly fp 
ftrong, that it was impoflible for her to be fen- 
fibleof her fituation. 

On the twenty-third, flie was eafier and better* 
This gave me very flattering hopes. I went to 
bed much more compofed, and, for the firft time 
fince her iHnefs, had fome quiet fleep. But the 
next morning, about half pad four, I was awak- 
ened by the maid, with the dreadful intelligence 
that her miftrefs was much worfe. Oh Godl 
with what horrible feelings did I fpring out of 
bed, and haften to her room ! I fpund her ex- 
tremely uneafy. She complained of exceflive 
pain at her heart, in her breaft, in her back, and 
particularly in her right fide about the lungS/ 
She breathed very fhort, and her cheeks were 
extremely fluftied. For fome days, I had ob^ 
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ferved this fymptom with great anxiety, but the 
day before had been much confoled about it. 

I trembled (o that I could fcarcely ftand, for I 
thought her almoft at her laft hour, and knew 
not what was to be done?. ^ The nurfe and maid 
were the only people in (he room with me. The 
latter I difpatched to Mr. Buchholz, who was 
fo good as to come immediately, and foon after 
came my mother and Madame Mufaeus, the wi- 
dow of my excellent friend the profeffor. We 
rubbed the body of the poor fuflferer all oyer with 
flannel, particularly thofe parts where ihe com- 
plained moft of pain. She found this a confider- 
able relief, the pain abated, and (he affured ua 
fhe was much eafier. 

Ob how was my heart, in thefe anxious hours, 
toflfed about between Hopes and fears f Yet fo 
'horrible to me was the idea of the irreparable 
lofs I was about to fuftain, that how much foever 
appearances threatened that event, I could not 
perfuade myfelf that it was polfible it ihould take 
place. A ftill, fmall voice, feemed continually 
to whifper in my ear, this cannot be ! — the af- 
fliftion were too great to be endured ! — fate can^ 
not infli£t upon thee fo fevcre a misfortune ! — 
She m^y deprive thee of thy children, of thy 
^>ropfafty, but affuredlV fhe will fpare thy wife I 
.-^'••'^ ^ • i* . ' / '' Ab 
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Ah tWt I could But haine trai&cked thus with 
fate !*--*could thus have purchafed from death hb 
devoted viftim ! 

The phyficlan hopedj that the alarming fyrop- 
toms which had. appeared, preceded only the 
breaking out of an eruption.. How did 1 
watch my beloved wife every moment, to exa- 
mine if nothing of this kind was to be perceived i 
when, about noon, after i'epeated difappoint- 
ments^ foihe fpots at laft appeared. My tranf"" 
port was Infexpreffible. I ran immediately to 
both phyiicians with the happy tidings, and wept 
like a child* They (hared in my joyful hopeSj 
and conjured me, for God's fake, upon no cdnfide-^ 
ration to let her be taken out of bed. Hither- 
to flxe had frequently got up to have her bed 
xnade^ and however we fometimes wiflied her 
not to be difturbed, fhe was fo extreraelv 
defirous of it, that it was fcarcely poffible to 
put it off. I now therefone never ftirred from 
her room, fince her love for me was fo much 
more powerful than her difeafe, that when I 
tenderly intreated, flie even gave this up. At 
nighty I laid down in the room with my clothes 
on; when Madame Mufseus^ who, upon this 
melancholy occafion, proved herfelf a moft fincere 
friend, promifed faithfully, that if ijie appeared 
the lead uneafy^ I fhould be inftaptly awakened* 
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At five o'clock I arofe. I received the joyfal 
informatmn, that my poor Frederica had paffed a 
quiet night, and I found her eafy when I weot 
to her bedfide, and kiffed her as ufual. This 
much increafed my flatteriqg hopes. 

Since Ihe appeared fo well, Madame Mi>- 
feus went home early, and I lighted my morn- 
ing pipe, and retired for a (hort time to ano- 
ther room, that I might not difturb my wife 
with the fames of my tobacco. I had not 
/been there long, before the maid came to rae 
half breathlefs, and pale with horror^ bringmg 
a handkerchief all ov^r bloody which my Fre- 
derica had thrown up. What a new fource 
of alarm and anguifh ' I haftened to her, and 
found her with a fliort cough and fpitting blood. 
I ran with all poffible fpeed to the phyfician, he 
ordered her a compofing draught, which Igaveher; 
the cough foon abated, and fhe began to doze. . 

My ftrength was almoft exhaufted. The morn- 
ing fun flione .on the oppofite houfes, the air was 
warm, the heavens ferene. I refolved to avail 
myfelf of.my wife's being afleep to breathe a 
little frefli air. I turned my fteps towards Bel- 
vedere. Were I to defcribe all my thoughts, my 
.fieelings., my prayers, my hopes, my fears, upon 
this walk, ihey vvoulci fill a large volume of them- 

felve 
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felves. Is it not a ilrong argument ih favour 
of the immortaHty of the foul, that our thoughts 
and feelings are not confined ^by time? That 
they pafs with fuch rapidity, that a fihgle mo- 
ment fttffices to revolve in idea vrhat v^ould oc- 
cupy years in aftion? That no man can fay fuch 
and fuch a portion of thoughts (hall pafs in my 
mind in fuch a number of minutes, but that the 
afts of ages are involuntarily compreflfed together 
in one momentary perception, and yet appear as 
clear to the mind as though every obje£t, every 
circumftance, veere embodied before, the eyes ? 
What then can be this principle, that requires 
neither fpace nor time for its operations, yet 
ivorks fo all-comprehenfively within us? Can it 
be ought but fpirit? 

Powerful are the charms of nature. Even on 
this awful day her enchantments for a moment 
engroffed my fenfes, and lulled my anguifli to 
reft. The warm ferene funfliine affimilating it- 
felf with what it found congenial in my bofom, 
fome rays of reviving hope, they for a while, by 
their combined power, fuppreffed the tumults 
that raged there. " AhT' I fuddenly exclaimed 
aloud, " all will yet be well ///*' Fancy fupported 
this bleffed idea, and raifed within me a crowd 
of tranfporting imkges. I faw the bloom of 
health once more fpread itfelf over the 

cheeks 
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che^s <jf my beloved Frederi^a, I faw.heir 
walking up md down th^ room, fcKSpiewbat 
weak indeed* bdt fupported by my arm» appre^ 
hei^iveof no farther dsuager, I fought out for 
her the beft old Hbenifli wine that could be 
protiured^ omitted m>thi0g that might contribute ^ 
to her entire reAoration^ and when this znVr^ 
ouflj defined obje& wa3 finally attained, I thought 
of fokmnia^iog a little feftival to pommemonilQ 
the bMjTed event. My eldeft boy I deterfnme4 
Should, learn fi poem by hearty two orfh^a 
children (Iiould be clothed^ ami a circle of 
{cic€t friends invited. After dinneri ^s. we were 
^tting round tbp table, a band of^ muiic ihould 
ilrike up in the next room, I^orii G(^, ^ p^ip 
thee! , Whep wp, filling our glafles, and ridfing 
them up towards heaven, I, with my other han4 
round the neck of my beloved wife, would fing ia 
phorus, Lot'4Q(4iW^firaifethee! 

Oh flattering fancy! For one iQomept didf| 
thou here m>ke me happy ! It was a drop qf 
cordial to enable me to ftruggle wjth new fprrqw I 

Amid thefe mufings, I infenfibly reached tho 
Caftle of Bclv.edere, about half an hour's walic 
from Weimar. I bought a nofegay for my wife, 
and a r6fe-bufh in a pot, fiar flie was always very 
fond of flowers. The nofegay I carried home 
Riyfelfc / I i:ejiched my houfe about half paff one, 

when 
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whea I found ndy Frcderica fiill afleq>, nor had 
flic couglied daring Ae whole time of my ab* 
fence. About two o'clock flie awoke: i gave 
her the flowers : iie feemed pleafed with them» 
but ft was only a momentary pleafure, ihe foon 
i-elapfed into her accuflomed indifference to every ^ 
thing. The eruption meanwhile continued, and 
this kept my hopes (till alive. But in the after-' 
noon the cough and fpitting of blood returned,, 
and continued for a long time. In the evening it 
abated, yet flie breathed very fliort, and fcarcefy 
knew any body. Leeches were applied below 
her right breaft, but flie did not appear to feel 
them. The rofe-bufh I had bought in the morn- 
ing was brought in, and placed by her bedfide, 
bat ihe paid no attention to it. I am fileat as to 
my own fituation, it may be concetved, it cannot 
be defcribed. 

About ten o'clock (lie leemed to be in the 
laft agonies. Her throat rattled, her eyes were 
fixed, amd die phyfician, as a\ ell as myfel^ thought 
ibere was every fymptom of approaching death. 
My friends iHtreated me not to ftay, and lee her 
die ; and Teminded me, tliat I owed to our chiJ. 
dren the prefisrvation of my life and fenies. I 
was fo ilupified, that I knew not what I did. 
I took letfve of my wife, wfho neither heard oriaw 
me. Only far oaae momeait, when I threw myielf 
«ipon her, and preffed my burning lips to hers, 
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.did flic feem in fome degree fenfible, and re- 
turned my fcife very faintly. This token of her 
love gave me the fudden* relief of 'tears, they 
,ftreamed' down my jcheeks: I kiffed her again 
and again, and ruihed out of the Toom, in the 
fatal coaviSioil^that thcfe were the laft kiffes I 
. ever flaouW give^ thi& beloved w^ife- 

I wafr lolicited to leave . the houfe, but while 
any hopes of her life remained that was impoffifete. 
I threw myfelf upon a bed in another apartment, 
where I continued in a ftatc- of mind little (hort of 
dtftrafikion. My mother ifemaiixed in th^ room 
with my Frederica. 

Mow flball I defcribe this losig and miferaMe 
night ! E^very moment I expefted to receive the 
laft fatal tidings. As often as I heard the door of 
my poor wife's chamber open, my heart was ready 
4a beat through my breaft, and all my limbs ihook 
•tvI expefted it to be the meflfenger of death, 
About imdmght, I heard the found of cofiee 
grinding in the kitchen. Oh God ! this feemed 
mi affuracce, that all was over, that thofe. who 
were watching with her had no other objeft of 
attCTition renaainingfbut themfelves, 

■ • * ' ' .' 

A thoufand times had I refolved togo and 
fatisfy myfdf upon this dreadful ftibjeft, butan- 
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guiihheld me back, the idea of feeing her corpfe, 
Aecorpfe of my Fredericai was perfeft agony. 
Still, ftill, I thought, a ray of hope remains innny 
boibm, ihall I deprive myfelf of that by rulbing 
x>n a dreadful certainty ? Amid thefe horrid rc^ 
'fle£tions, I continued toffing on the bed, expert^ 
encing torments not to be exceeded by thofe of 
hell. No! the fenfations of a. criminal whom 
the following morning is to lead to execution, 
cannot . be half fo dreadful. 

Yet one more tranfient interval of hope was in 
(lore for me. Sometimes the lamp in my room 
appeared nearly extinguifhed, and then again 
quicfclyburned bright and clear. Thisfeemedatype 
of human life, and I thought that my beloved wife 
might revive again as the flame of the lamp. 

Four o*clock had juft ftruck, when I heard 
the door of the fick chamber open, and my mo- 
therms footftepe approaching mine. My fenfes 
were nearly gone : I could hear my heart beat. 
I looked wildly at her as fhe entered — *^ She is 
JtiU atwe^' w£re the firft words (lie fpoke. What 
a balfam were they to my wounded foul! . 1 burfl: 
bto a fliower of heart-relieving tears. I had no 
power of fpeech, I could not afk a fingle quef- 
tiottj bijt my mother told me, . with a toun^^ 
tenance of confolation, that immediately after 

midnight. 
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jfiidntghty the dreadful fituation in which I h^ 
kit my wife began to amend, flie became eafy, 
aitd had not coughed imce ; flie now knew ever3r 
body, and had aiked fcyeral times for me. With 
oiie fpring I was in her arms. Oh God, what a 
bieffed change 1 She knew ine, (lie finiled, flie 
returned my kiffes, and faid fweetly, / ran Jbs^ 
thee t^ow joyfully : awhtie ago it wasjiamfid ta me/ 
•*«*-^She was perfectly rational, and aflured^nte lOio 
founds? herfelf better. I brought her the mfe* 
bufli, (he feemed highly delighted, and even 
reached out her head lo fmell to it. 

• • \ 

My tranfport was unbounded, and I inwardly 
thanked God for his mercy with an ardour 
feldom perfiaps experienced I confidered my 
wife as faVed. I thought within myfelf Tirhat* 
ever has afcended to the utmoft height it can 
reach, ftiuft Inevitably fell again. My Fre^grita's 
diforder had laft night reached that - fummit, and 
n0W is in its defcent. I waited with hnpatienc« 
the dawning of day, when I haftened to the phy* 
fician, who was aftoniflied beyond mea£ire to 
hear me fay. My w^e isjiitlative. He recounted 
over ill the fymptoms of approaching death that 
had appeared the preceding evening ; and fince 
thefe had fubiidedf^he ventured to hope with 
me, that th^ crifis was paft> and ihe might yet be 
reftored. 

He 
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He ordered her: fomer taediqisaes, with which 
I will own I was not fatbj&ed, fixKe I could not 
help apprehending that there was great danger 
of the exertion of taking them brmging on 
Again t}^ cough and fpttt^ng of blood. Bu^ 
fiflce they were recommended by both phyficians^ 
and I had great refpe£t for their judgment, ( 
yielded my own opinion, iaiid had them prepared. 
Buit alas ! whftt I Jbtd feared actually enfued : flie 
immediately began again to cough. I haiiesied 
once more to the phyficians, though with much 
}efs ikigninis feelings than before, and told tbeiii ^ 
what had happened, when they defined that aJi 
attempts ^t medicine might be relinquiflied. 

Ahisi tierer ihall I be able to bani(h the 
dreadful ^dea, that had ilie b^n fuffered to remain 
quiet that morning, and not been difturbed in 
^bis way, her youth* and excellent ^onftitutiom 
might ;^ length have worn out her di&afe. 
Yet let it not be thought that I mean to call a 
tefle£lioi) upon our two worthy phyfiqians* I am 
coafidCTt, that they were fcarcely lefs anxious 
than myfelf, to fave a life fo dear to us all ; and 
I doubt not were a&uaied by the fear of omitting 
any thing at fo important a moment, that had 
the remoteft chance of proving beneficial. But 
whcsn 1^ hoiUe is burnt (town, people are very apt 
to {^y, thaj ^ pail qf y^t^f thrown earlier on 
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this or that fpot, might have! favcd the whole 
edifice. The world muft not be fevef e with a 
man under misfortune. 

I fent once more to Jena, to beg my friend 
Dr. Starke's attendance. Ichargcid the fervant 
to make the utmoft poffible hafte, and to return 
inftantly with the Doftor. The honeft 'fdlow, 
who loved his miftrcfs fincerely, and who, iridaed, 
did not love her ? was gone no more than three 
hours and a half. He brought me a note, from 
Dr. Starke, with a promife that he would be 
with me himfdf in the afternoon. 

It was now noon. Exhaufted with fatigue and 
anguifli, I had 'lain down on the. fopha, and 
endeavoured to fleep; hut when I heard the found 
of the horfe galloping 'along the ftreet, I^fprang 
up, and haftened with the note into the fick 
chamber. There I found the Tame fymptoms of 
approaching death as the evening before, the 
fame rattling in the throat, the fame fixed glare 
of the eyes, and the fame defpah* in the counte- 
nances of all the attendants. The' looks of the 
phyfician, too, plainly confeffed that his art could 
do no more for her. 

Ah! he could not ! — and God would not !— - 
Why he thus tore afunder one of the happieft 
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couples that ever were united J— Why he fepa- 
rated two fouls that only wiihed to live for 
each other ! Into thofe things we are forbidden 
to enquire ! — But, oh ! let not anyone impute it 
to me as a fin that I complain ! — ^The Lord gave 
her to me ! — ^The Lord hath taken her away ! — 
I am no diflembler — I cannot add, Bleffed be the 
name of the Lord! 

Of what paffed in this and the following lK)ur$ 
I have but a confufed recolle£lion. How I kiffed 
her for the laft time, without even receiving a 
like faint return as the evening before ; how I 
riiflied out of the room, unable to fupport the 
idea of beholding her laft ftruggles ; how I ran 
to the houfe of a friend a few doors off, and what 
horrible feelings there rent my bofom — all, all 
thefe appear to me as the harafling images of 
(bme fearful dream. 

Not many days before I had faid to this 
friend, that I was confident my fenfes never 
could fupport the lofs of my wife ; and earneftly 
entreated him, fliould this dreadful cataflrophe 
actually take place, to think and to a£l for mc, 
and endeavour, for the fake of my poor mother- 
Jels infants, if poflible, to refcue from defpair a 
father who had himfelf ftood for three years upon 
the brink of the grave. I charged him, when 

the 
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the laft fatal ilroke fliould be over, iriftanlly f d 
order a chaife^ and fly with me, no matter whi- 
ther, only to take me from the place that had 
been the fcene of all my forrows — from the 
place where every joy rauft be buried in the 
grave of my deceafed wife* He promifed to 
comply with my requeft, and kept his word* 
He went himfelf to my houfe, my wife had 
breathed her laft, and he fent inftantly to the 
poft. 

I repeat it, that I have no clear idea of my 
own feelings. My brain was all confufion ; over- 
powered with anguiih, I could not remain a 
moment in the. fame fpot ; every place feemed 
too confined for my burfting bofom ; no tears 
came to my relief; I ran half frantic into the 
ftreet, a bleak north-wind blew direftly through 
it ; yet even thtfre I felt as in a burning furnace^ 

I told my friend I would wait for him at the 
gate of the town ; and thither I haftened, though 
1 fcarcely know myfelf how I reached it j nei^ 
ther am 1 certain, whether by the way I met 
any perfon with whom 1 was acquainted* I 
only recollefl, fmcc of this my anguifli lemmded 
me, feeing the pofiillion w4io a few weeks 
before had driven my wife and me to Leipfick* 

Ire. 
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I remained for two hours without the gate, 
accompanied only by my own anguifli and dif- 
traftion. The weather was cold, rainy, and 
ftormy, but I was infenfxble to it. I walked up 
and down by the fide of a ditch, endeavourmg 
to colleft my fcattered fenfes, and to reflcft 
calmly upon my fituation, but it was impofliblc. 
Once or twice a few tears came to toy relief, but 
they were few. Heaven was fparing of this 
lenient balm. 

After a while, an old man in a foldier's uni- 
form, probably a penfioner of the neighbouring 
hofpital, whofe attention, I fuppofe, had been 
excited by the wildnefs of my appearance, came 
up to me, and aflced if I was ill. I anfwered. 
Yes, and paffed on. ** JAf tkafs plainly enough to 
heJeenV^ I could hear him fay in a compalTionate 
tone, as I continued walking forwards. I know 
not whether it was this appearance of participa- 
tion in my forrow that gave a new turn to my 
feelings, but I burft into tears, and wept violently 
for fome minutes ; yet this was foon paft, and I 
relapfed into my former ftate of gloomy ftupe- 
fadion. 

• . ♦^ 

At length, towards evening, I faw my own 

travelling carriage approaqh^^ the fame carriage 

into which I had fo often handed m^v Frederica ; 

H in 
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in which I had enjoyed fo many. Ijappy hours by 
her fide. I got haftily into it, the little dog which 
had been my wife's favourite was there, and 
jumped upon me, wagging his tail. ^ Oh God ! 
"what painful recolle£tions did it call into my 
mind. Every thing in the carriage bore feme 
rieference to my Frederics. In one pocket was a 
ftain, made by a bottle of medicine which fbe 
had once broke. Here, was a needle, with which- 
£he had been at work : there the mark of .pow- 
der from her hair : and yet what was abfent 
reminded me of her far more painfully than what 
was prefent. At our departure from Reval, I 
had a couple of fmaU jlillows made, covered with 
leather,. Jto reft our .heads againft on the journey. 
On thefe my wife had lain during her illnefs, as 
flie found the pillows belonging to the bed top^ 
warm— pn. thefe fhe died! 

: We proceeded onwards, the clouds began to 
difperfe.andthe mooa appeared. . Not a word 
ivas fpoken- 'My friefid felt.fenfibly, that at 
prefent any attempts to conjfole me were vain, he 
was filent therefore^ and in tpy. heart jE ackQow- 
ledgcd this as ajn obligation. I fixed my eyes 
•fteadily upon the clouds,, which the wind blew 
into a thouiand varied fbrxns, ^t firfi: only with a 
.vacant ilarc, but after a while they caught my 
;tttentioii9 ai^d my (kncy foiind a melancholy gra« 
... tification 
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t4ficatiim m likening them to fuchioages as wex 
moft accordant with the fituation . of my IbuK* 
In one, I faw a cofEn, in another, a funeral pro- 
ceifion; in another, a bat,, ^vith a long crape 
hatband. I found in the heavens whatever I 
fought: never was my imagination fo fertile in 
krmng refemblances. At length about eight 
o'clockwe arrived at Erfurth. 

Soon after I had left my houfe, Dn Starke 
arrived, and opened a vein in my poor Fredc- 
tica's;arm, but in vain; Nothing could fnatch 
from the grafp of dejath the fweeteft, gentleft 
vi£lim he ever fetzed* For the firft time fince 
our union did ihe give me an uaeafy fisnfation^^ 
(he died! 

I was afterwards informed by letter, that tte 
fever occafioned by the milk had fallen upon her 
lungs, and was the origin of her diforder. A 
thoufand tormenting refle£tion9 upon this fub- 
je£t opprefs my heart. It is true, I do not doubt 
that my Frederica now bears teftimony to our 
great Judge, that I did every thing the tendereft 
love could fuggeft to lave her; yet I cannot 
fliake off the idea, that if this or that thing 
had been done or omitted, (he might yet have 
been alive ; fo often does the refci;^ (^deftm£iion 
of a man hang upon a fingle thread«^upon fome 

L accident 
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accident lappwtntly of the m<^ triffing ot iafignv 
ficant nature. 

I am etercaJly haunted by the r^olle£iion/ 
tfiat in the laft days of her iUaefs, my belov^ 
liife called vety oftea^ it i% true only a^iid 
the waiiderings of (felirium, for the Rtg^au medi^ 
cine. She frequently endeavoured to expbin 
herfelf more fully, and ufed every poflible 
^R>tt:tomake me tiiidei^nd what Qtesneant^ 
yet nev^ could, think of ^t right name: 
ifaeccBiId «ily fay d^ Rs^m medicine. I per*^ 
{dexedmyfelf in v^ at the time to eonoctvc 
what, it .was .on 'which her <tift6iii{>ared fancy 
dwelt^. but it has fincje oco^red to me that flie . 
doubtlefs referred to a powder in very commoa 
ufe in our country; which, though the phyficians?; 
may daclaim againft it, and confider it as quae-. 
ta&y, has tsckfr .certainly ofton achicwd woiMler^^,^ 
jlk^d:. &3oe: I ]9elie«& wf ^s^^v^. the life oCja :foo»; 
given over by the phyficians^ to this paw(fer, -it 
is very probable that his poor mother might feel 
confidence nfits^ power to reftore her affo. Oh 
Heaven] who knows what. might have been 
the efie£t of this powder's being adminiftered on 
that laft fatal day, dagmy t he (l iort interval when 
her breath was eafy, and her cough quiet! But 
ifow fluHiIii I have affumedcourage Ip-recontendbd 
it^; inc^,^ff "ihe had*.lhen iiied, (had ctmffid^red- 
.4 -^ -- nivfelf 
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myfdf 9^ her murtfoMr/ aad been even most 
wretched than at prefent* 

Aids ! it was determined by a higher than mor« 
tal power, that thus it (hould be^ and no other*' 
wife. The great wheel that guides our deftinies 
19 net to be (topped by a blade of ftubUe. She 
is dead! and all my hopes and jc^s died widi 
her ! — ^I look for no more happiiiefs on this fide 
the grave ! I may yet perhaps fometimes laugh, 
but.my heart wiU nev^r more be veally cheerful I 
Many y^ars may yet pa& ere I fhall be re« 
mnted to the only treafiire of my foul<~I may 
drag on a pfocraftinated exiftence, but never 
ett I #eaUy live, fince I am deprived gf the 
better part of my life's fupport ! — What remaini 
of me will only hope, wiU only figh for the time 
of its re-union, to this perilhed half, and the 
fole coniblation my fonows can ever know, will 
be in conftantly looking forward to that VMki 

period. 

Thott pious fmd, bdov'd, a4(»r*d, 

Oh draw me Ia love's bands tow'^d thee I 
Draw me to thy heart, fweet angd, 

i'hat I an angel too may be ! 



B&Foaa I proceed farther, I muft beg a few 

minutes' indulgence of my readers, while I enter 

L 2 on 
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on fome defence of my b8*tovioufiupon this fatal 
occafion. My friends have tormented roe incef- 
fantly with reproaches for fo haftily quitting my 
home, ' my family, my connexions. I fhould 
have remained at Wertwaf they fay. But why^ 
This is a queftion they cannot anfwer- Letter- 
after letter followed me on my ftight, Aey were 
ftill in the fame ftory. One faid, " We all hope^ 
" that when your forrow is abated by time, you 
^* will think more reafoiiably upon the fiibjeX, and 
** fetum among tts/' Anotherfays, " You owe 
** it tfe your owti ^harafSter fpeedily to return^ elfe 
^ it will bfe believed that you dwiy fled to baiai£E 
*^ every melancholy obje&, every uoptealant re*- 
*' colfefiion from wklan thfC circle of yotir owtt 
<^iobfervation*;" i^ * .^ 

* They muft have very little lieart themfelves who coiili 
fh'us arraign Kotz^ebue's coitdtt<Et. Who among us ftall pretend* 
^ <!1&a^ tb ftiiother the :€xad m^afijre df aiflifi^on prope/ %p^ 
%te op.{^e]of| pfjf, t^a4eiiy-l5f Ipved friei^ or the.maiv?^!:, in 
which that afl^idtion fhould operate upon the heart. Endlefsas 
IS the variety in the mind of man, fo endlefs muft be the variety 
of ways in which it will be affected by any fever6 (hock ^and be- 
caufe one ptWohlws pow^r to controul bis feelings oil fuch occa- 
iions, he has no right to'judge another whofe roind is differently 
cdnftituted. Who would- condemn a madman, for fancying 
himfelf a king or an emperor, and One overpowered by excefs 
of ang^i/ll, i«, for the tiiiMy^iiirniM^' refponfible for his fenli- 
ments and actions, than he who, on account of his confirmed 
iufenity,, i.5 ehained.in- a lunatic liofpital. Such a man h an 
objedof^compailtonand fympathy, riot of cenfufe. ' The'Yea- 
f)ern"illp»rdDn'tkeie.«bf<rvations.-«^ ■Tk^anslatoh.... , ..: 
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» -From my foul I deteft fuch fcannings of the 
coadufl of others ! fuch ^ They Jay ! and They- 
Mieve! nor {ha,ll I concern myfetf about 
them as long as my own confcience does . not 
unite her voice; with that of the public. But 
n^ver was my aftoniihment greater than at hear- 
ing of thefe cenfures, for never was any thing 
mcfre unexpected. 

And what Ihould I do at Weimar ? — Who will 
anfwer me this quefti4:Hi?-^Who, under like eir- 
Gum(lance&» would uot have afited as I did ?-— 
.Who would not have flowu the place that had 
proved the grave ctf all his peace and happinefs, 
when bound by no particular connection or obli- 
gation to remain in it? Oh, how. I pity the 
wretched mortal who perhaps is conftraiaed by 
fome office, or ftill worfe, by his poverty, to remain 
<Qathe fpot of earth that entombs the objefltofhis 
.fondeft love ! I pity him, and return thanks to 
heaven that, fevere as is my lot, I am not doomed 
to fuch aggravated diftrefs. 

I have long enjoyed an office under the Em- 
pre^ of Ruffia. This magnanimous woman, 
even in the midft-of her battles and victories, 
could condefcend to pay attention to an unfortu- 
nate fervant, whofe health had long been mate- 
rially injured by the cold and damp climate upon 
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the (hores 6f the Baltic Sea; She dB6w«dtnea 
year's abfence for my recovery- I fpentthe fyfri^ 
mer at the baths^ and in the autumn returned of 
ray own free choice to Wehnar, in the htope of 
fpending a happy winter with my Frederica, in 
the bofbm of my family. Happy this winfer can- 
not now be, and of all places Weimar 4s tlrt lafl 
in which I can hope for the reftoration of my Ibfl! 
health. 

Once more, then, why fhould I return thifli^rt 
What Ihould I do there?— <Xi, I know but' to0 
well how my titne would be paflfed? The ehwth- 
yard would be my daily refort, my principal 
abode. There, m it vault, lie the remains of my 
fii4her> whom indeed I never knew,' fince I Mi^ 
\)ut juft bom when he died ; but whofe mcraoiy, 
from the charafier I have uniformly heard rf 
him, I tenderly love and refpeft. There, by the 
fide of that wall, flumbers the corpfe irf ^he 
worthy Mufaeus. Oh, my good, mf belcrred 
friend, hadft tKou been living, tho'ii Hadft hot 
judged thy pupil fp feverelyl-^And' laft of a8^ 
oh moft fatal of aR ' — there is now flie grave oif 
my only treafure, of the beft, thfe moft amiabKr, 
the moft tfffcdionate T)f ■ wives. ^ There reff '^Be 
happinefs of my mortal, the hope of tny immortal 
exiftence!— My father, my tutor, my wife, atl, 
all are enfhrined within-the walls df that church- 
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yards it :tb*t tbm a f^tec? fpr the re-^ftabfiCbK 
mcot o£a^<}4(|H&tated frame, and (battered ooryeSr 
or for reftoridg to its proper tpne, ^ inind toifed 
about witb a tempeft of agony* 
• ' * . . ? 

*' There is no occafioh (o go thither/' me^hinkisk 
I hear obferyed^by fomefage, cold-blooded, infen^ 
fibJe hearts* 

** Would it be in my power to controul my-* 
<< (slfr I aOc. '' Could reafoQ or iriendfliip re- 
^' firaia me ? Or, if I did put fuch a conftraint 
^ }i§Q^ -mj feelings, would that diminifh my 
^;,agMy } or would not this conftant 4lru|^Ie ra^ 
^ ther prove a perpetual aggravatioi} of it ^/' 
And, pe]r)Nap$» al) I ihould gain at laft by fuch 
coafliSs would be the iheering appellation of a 
fentimental fooL 

And, fuppdmg I abHain from going to the 
churcb-yard, w;hither eJfe (hould I gp ? . I9 there 
i fpot in Weimar or it$ neighbourhood fhat I 
have not traverfed with my FVederica,. and fliall 
I jQpw travqrf^ them alone ? i^all I take a walk 
in the pa^ ? That was ray jFrederica's favourite 
reibrt, Ji<>t.a foot of ground is there within its 
fxteniive circuit over which I have not wan- 
dared with her on my arm^ not a bench on 
which we have not fat together, not a profpefl 

that 
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that wc have not admired tog«(1ie#f 'Thercf, at 
the river, have we M the Mufcovy docks, f\ttof!g 
our h'tfle William in the fwing between tlfc 
trees, or at the bridge bought fifti out of the 
trunks ; every where I (hould find fomething t6 
recal my t'rederica to ray remembrance ?—^ very 
where Hiould Ifee the image of my Ftederifcaf ' 

Into the park, then, I can as little go as into 
the church-yard,' though in both I rhight find 
relief to myVounded heart, for it mtift break! ' 

Shall I fly to my mother's houfel— There*"! 
have lived with my wife, there too, ev^ry bb|ed 
muft remind me of niy lbft'ha|)pinefs. At that 
table we breakfafted togetl>er'-^at that toilette 
(he ufed to drefe — ^from that harpficherd ' flie 
dreW tones foft and fweet as het owh heart-! 
That was the place where (he fat at dinner, On 
this fopha we have reclined together while (he 
read to me, v^hen I \vas too ill to attend 'to 
any thing but her loved voice. That'*wfts her 
ileeping-room, and in that room -^ihe died H!— 
No ! no ! he has never lt)ved ivho caii impoWtffte 
me to fpend another hour In that hbiifel-^It is 
to me a yawning grave, arid thofagh A can no 
"longer find any charms in life, I mtlft-iiOt foi^*t 
that I have children/ "' • •' ■ -•"•.. 

;'•■•■ i.^ ". ;; ... 
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• WhalitheQ.^KWld remain for me? - To mix 
with iacictjn .But focipty rcannot at, prefent 
bear, at Jegft not the (oci^y of perfiwis formerJy 
ktiown to m^. Nothing, is fo dreaidful as the 
thought of going among thofe who would pity 
me, who would perpetu^ly be afking ho\y I find 
myfelfi Mrhp would endeavour to confole mc, 
would talk to me of the wife decrees of heaven, 
of reaibn, of piety, of refignation. I know I have 
fifictids there who would cordially fympathiw 
in my ferrow, but they could, not fecure me 
from the intrufion of unfolicited comforters, and 
fhefe.i ctomot help feeiqg in imagination accoft- 
Ing meat every ftep. with their common-place 
iaws^ which would drive me to diftraftion. 

...Aiway, then, with the idea of fuch confolers ! 
I do not.wifh to be confoled, neither do I wifli 
any one to weep with me. Thefe things found 
well, but are in faft fine-founding phrafes only. 
Who ^a» indeed weep with me, for who can feel 
Jike myfelf what I have loft ? I am more com- 
pofed amid a crowd of unknown faces, who are 
ignorant of the heavy calamity I have cxperi- 
enccd, than furrouqdecj by thofe who have been 
acGuftptped to fee me in happier circumftances. 
U9V& I am not afraid of being affailed by remark^ 
that would only irritate and inBame anew thofe 
' wounds, the fmart of which is beginning in fome 
;. degree 
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degree to db9$t. Hap I fai^ M9joep ilotie^asd im-; 
BQolcfted, no^Qe ohfervasmy tsars, or^ggl^Yafef 
my fcoTow. lay, ^ttf ipptbg ite afleYiatifm* > 

, StT»nge»'tlwt I ihpuld he reproaclied with en^ 
deavourmg to fiy from mdanclu^ly recpU^ons! 
-r^A^ who i9^uld not %; thm ?-^I «9 adviCed 
to r/emove this fufpic5o» hy returoing.-rNoJ thi^ 
fiifpicioii is weU-fottnded> and I ncithci: iG»n iior 
fjriU rrfute it., I jfled Weimar, that my Ibwow 
iniight not be. perpetually noistriihedrj.jui^ how 
tJria condud fo natucal^ ib con^omut t<>.,>i.»nan 
Csdiings^ fiiould injure my chara£lerr.ia to me in* 
comprehenfihle. That in flying tbat:;fcene of 
woe> Ibave not forgotten my beloved wife the& 
pages will fuffieiently teftify. The viqinity of 
her grave is not neceflary to remind me of 'my 
Frederica ; who would rufii into the flames when 
he oaly feeks to warm himfelf ? 

l^it i^ay be;, urged, that I have children} 9A 
Weimar, who have a claim on my attentjon. |t 
is becaufe I feel their claims fo deeply, that I am 
exerting every eflFort to reftore my mind to fuch 
a flate as may enable me properly to fulfil the f«^ 
cred duties of a father. At prefent, they are placed 
IP fituations that render my immediate care uaner 
ceflary- The eldeft is with a very worthy awi 
refpeSable man at Schnepfenthal, who pbflefles 

both 
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both tlie wiii and sibiUiy fklthfuHy to dffcb^rge 
1M dulled of a guardian. Far better is It fot 
him to remdh th^re till hk father's mind be com-"^ 
pdfed^ than for his in&nt heart to be made a wit* 
ncfo of forroWs that ftiight throw clouds over the 
cheerfuhiefs of youth which no time could di& 
^fc!fh. To the youngeft, at prefent, the atten- 
tions of a nurie are more neceflary than thofe 
of a father, fte i6 with her excellent grand* 
mfether, ' flie cannot be in better hands: in^ 
deed i will' freely own that my bofom mu* 
experienibe many a fevere conflid before if 
etih be reconciled to the daily fight of thit 
child. She coft her haplefs mother her life! 
and can I behold her, though innocent, with* 
out recurring to this recolleftion ? 

Let not then my flight be confiderSd as havih^ 
interfered with any of my duties. I am fatis^ 
fied that it was the only means of faving my 
reafon, perhaps my life, and am firmly refolved 
Aevet* njore to revifit my once-lovtd native town*. 

♦ To thh refolution, according to report, Kotzcbue ha< 
qQiformly adhered* When be quktod the £in{>refs x>f Ru&'s 
fervice, he was for foim: time Diredor of the imperial theatre 
at Vienna. That place, al km ^mtk requefl, he was permitted 
to refign fome months ago, and he now refides at Jena^ 
but OD left ardently devoted than ^v^r to fais literary pur- 

(uitS.-^-TnAKSXAXOR. ' . 

I here 
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I here return 'iny grateful tbabks to thofc of its 
inhabitauats with whom I lived, in focial and 
frieiidly intercourfe, for the many happy hours 
pa0ed in their fociety. I return my grateful 
thanH^ to thofe who bved and valued my Vt^^, 
derica^ paFticplarly are. they returned to the tw^ 
worthy phyAcian$ for every mopientof eafe.tbeir 
ikUl procured her during her laft painful illneis I 

And thou, my heft of friends G^ ^, the v^armeib 

effufiQns of roy, gratitqdje are thine* Thou art 
a manof no^ cQmmon o*ft,. for thoadidft iprovej, 
what is ft) rarely to Ije founds a friend m/ieedl— * 
I cannot be laviih of wordi^^ let fiknce fpeak for 
me! 

Thus I take an eternal farewel of thee, thou 
fcene of happinefs to the boy, of mifery to the 
man! Within thy walls I firft received exiftence — 
within thy walls that exiftence was again loft^ 
fmce what remains to me of life, I fcarcely can 
count as exiftence. Hope and joy accompanied 
me as I entered thy gates, — defpair and mifery 
drove me out from them again ! — Mayeft thou 
never become the fcene of like mifery to any 
other of thine inhabitants! 



At Erfurth we went to the fign of the Blacks- 
Thorn. The laft time I was there we h^d put 

up 
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up at the Roman Emperor, but my Frederica 
WW then with me,, and 1 could go there. tx6 
more. « 

-At tte Btock-Thorn, we met the Baron von 
O*^ — ^j a very pleating; aihd well-informid fomg 
man, with a h&ad and heart of the true eoinage. 
I begged him to accompany us. He was af-* 
fe&ed l^ my fituation. He is perfeftly at hfe 
own difpofal^ he needed, not much intreaty, 
but immedkilely confented to my requeft, and 
getting into the chaife with * us, we proceeded 
onwards. . « 

iroVEMBER 30. 

On this day we arrived at Mentz. Even win- 
ter cannot deprive the country around that tqwn 
of its charms. He who could not, though 
labouring under the preCTure of fevere afBiaion, 
feel the beauties of the profpedl in defcending 
the hill from Hochheim, where the noble Rhine 
jippears proudly embracing the lovely, though 
iefs (lately Maine, as his bride^, with the magni- 
ficent town of Mentz fpread along the banks of 
both rivers, and the vine-covered hills by which 
it is furround'ed— he who could not feel thefe 
things, muft be a wretched man indeed. Such 
an one I truly pity, he is even more wretched 
than myfelf. 

I was 
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DeciMBSR 2. 

I was (eparated from tkc exceNent G-— . Hte 
returned to Weimar to a wife whom he tenderly 
loves! Heaven reward his kindnefs to me hj 
fpariBjg^ that treaivre to him ! — I defired him to 
take back my carriage, it had been th6 Tcene of 
many ha;^ hours fpent with my Frederica, and 
I could not bear to proceed in it. £vefy tbing^. 
nnneceffaiy too I a)fo fent back, refolving to pro>^ 

ceed in the DiBgence with my friend O , Ha* 

raffing myfelf with as few incumbrBftce^ as pof** 
iible. The little dog alcme I could not (fifmifs; ! 
I ufed to diflike this poor animal, but now I feel 
that I cannot part with him as long ^s he lives. 

DECEMBER 3. 

A melancholy morning. The image of my 
Frederica was never abfent from me for a mo- 
ment. To give vent to the anguilh of my foul, t 
began to write the detail of her illnefs. It oc- 
cupied my mind, and I found it fome relief. 
I will therefore continue it — 'tis a foothing 
though painful employment. 

I this day became acquainted with a man who 
had long appeared to me in an amiable light as an 
author, and now does not feem lefs amiable as a 
man. This was Profeflbr Heinfe, author of the 
Ardinghello. 

Con- 
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' DECEMBElt 4. 

^ Condufted bythe laft-mentioncd p^rfon, in the 
morning ' I vifitcd the libraty of the hereditary 
prihce, of Which he fe fuper-intendant! The 
rooms arc hxitlt wirtv tafte and elegance. We faw 
dicrc the oMeft monument of printing, the firft 
EKbie tyCKlftenberg, a very finely pxinted coK 
laEiiodof the different forts of writing that have 
been in tifein the world, fuperb e'ditions of the 
clafiTCs, the ruins of Balbec and Palmyra, fomc 
<rfthe ftneft and tnoft expenfive works in Natural 
Hiftoiyi with various other things worthy of a 
princely collection. 

But whai pfeafed me mpre than all, T^v^as the 
enchanting profpedk from the balcony. Beneath 
us was the Rhine with the noble bridge of boats, 
and a crowd oif moving mails. On the other fide, , 
the fuburbs of Caffel, and Hochheim in the 
diftarit fcene. To the right the confluence of the 
Rhine and Maine, to the left a beautiful ifland in 
t^ Rhine, farther off the Caftle of Bibrich, and 
quite in the back-ground the whole Rhinegau. 
Never did I fee any thing more charnjing : he 
who wiflies to prove, wTiether his foul be endued 
'With any of the ihfpiration of poetry or paint- 
ing, has only to i^nd fonie time on this balcony, 
and if ftilt this matter remain doubtful, he may be 
iatisfied« The true poet muft involuntarily 1)reak 

forth' 
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forth into poetic effufions, the true painter muff 
irrefiftibly iketch the landfcape. 

My friend aqd companion 0-— — r this day re- 
ceived letters from Weimar.. Hetold.mcjAat.a/l 
was quiei, in my houfe. Oh, how thefe. w<»rds piercedL 
me to the heart ! — Quiet indeed !— Wh^t Jo quiet 
as death I— The intelligence was kindly meant to 
confole me. I made no anfwer to it, but how 
often in the midii: of tumult ^nd diffipation has 
the dreadful idea ruflied upon me> thai all was, 
quiet in my houfe ! 

DECEMBER 5. . 

In the evening I received a letter from Weimar 
myfelf ' The moment I caft my eyes upon it, I 
was feijjed with a fudden trembling. I had not 
po^jver then to open it. I laid it by till morning, 
but this was no relief to me. I pafTed a mifer- 
able night ! — and the morning 

X>EC£HBE1L 7. 

We fet out at eight o'clock in a hired chaife 
for Manheim. It was a. delightftil day. The 
heavens were ferene and unclouded, and the 
bright rays of the fun played on the glaffy fur- 
face of the Rhine, along the banks of which 
lay our road. The profpeft around wasfmiling 
and cheerful, though in the midft of winter. 
Hills covered with vines, iflands in the midft 
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of the river, convents always ereSed in the 
moft enchanting fpots, and "high, mountains to 
the left in the diftant horizon, adorned and di- 
verfified the fcene. A thoufand times was my 
foul -haraffcd by the agotiiirtng wiQi that my 
Frederica were but by my fide — a thoufand 
times was I afFailed by the moft painful compari* 
fohs between my prefent journey, 'and that I 
took with her when we returned into Get- 
manj. How often did I then reft my head upon 
her lap, or againft her Ihoulder, to court the gen- 
tle flumbers my ill-health required I How -often 
prefs her lovely hand to my lips ! — No ! never, 
never, can. I be happy again. 

My crejitive fancy, the moft faithful friend I 
have received from nature, did not this day fpv- 
fake me, I formed to myfelf a vifion, or rather 
built a caftle in the air, which amufed my 
diftrafted mind for more than^ an hour toge- 
ther. It . took its rife from a beautiful ifland 
in the Rhine, which, as we paffed it; ftrongly'at- 
tra£|ed my attention. I fuppofed myfelf a god, 
or at leaft a femi-deity, endued with the power 
of calling my Frederica back to Jife on con- 
dition, of palling the remainder of my days- 
Avith Ker on that ifland, without ever vifitir^g 
the oppofite fliore ourfeJves, or receiving vifits 
from others. I faw the/ boat that- carried' 
M us 
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US over, we quitted it, the boat returned, anci 
we remained there alone- Yet not entirely 
alone 1 — Love had fluttered over with our boat, . 
erteem and friendfhip clipped his wings ere he 
could depart again, and he re;nained our com- 
panion. 

We then began to eftablish our domeftic oeco* 
nomy. I built a little cot attiid a groupe o£ 
fiourifhing trees ; my Frederica laid out a. 
garden, which we fowed and planted, and in 
time were repaid by its ripened fruits. There in 
the meadow that fmiles on t^ie river's banks our 
cattle grazed, and there too our infants fported 
and played. But left they fhould fall into the 
water, we planted a hedge by its fide for their 
defencp. Smile, reader, if thou wilt ! — Yet deny- 
me not the momentary pleafure I receive from 
fuch delufions of fancy ! — they are my fole plea- 
fures. 



We arrived at Mannheim towards evening- 



, DECEMBER 8. 

I was invited this day to dine with Iffland, but 
was too ill to accept the invitation. As I thought, 
however, that this attention gave me fpme claim 
upon him, I taxed his politenefs with furnifh- 
ing me entertainment for the morning, and 

begged 
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begged one of his manufcripts to read. He was 
fo obliging as to fend me the Autumn Day^ which 
I found an excellent piece, and well worthy 
of its author. 

In the evening my Naiural Son wai performed. 
I did not go to the theatre, for oh ! never can I 
bear to be prefent again at the reprefentation of 
that play. My beloved Frederica ufed to per- 
form the part of Amelia on our private ftage, I 
inftrufted her myfelf in my ideas of the charafiler, 
and every affociation and recolleftion connefted 
with it, would plant a dagger in my heart. 
Befides I have put into the mouth of the Paftor 
fuch a pifture of wedded happinefs as I can no 
longer bear to think of. I remained therefore 
alone, and paffed a melancholy evening wholly 
occupied with reflexions on my late calamity. 
Some books had been brought me from the book-, 
feller's, but I could not read, I could only walk 
up and down the room almoft in a fit of delirious 
enthufiafm. With tears did I implore the fpirit 
of my Frederica to appear to me, and fo wrapt 
was my imagination, that I was for a moment 
furprifed flie did not yield to my requeft. 

I afterwards fketched the defign of a monu- 
ment, which, at fome future period, I fhall ere£l 
to her in my room. Thefe were melancholy 
M 2 hours 
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hours — yet hotirs tlmt fafcinated . my fcnfts very 
powerfully. 

DECEMBBH 9* 

I received letters both from Weimar and Reval 
that made the bItMxl gu(h anew from my unclofed 
wounds,. My mother told me thattbe utew-born 
infant had been baptized under her mother*s pic- 
ture. Oh God ! why was this only to. be Writ- 
ten to me ! 

In H r's letter from Reval, was enclofed one 

from his wit^e to minej whofe intimate friend ihe 
was. It Was dir^efted To my dear Frederica. 
Tears ftarted into my eyes as they were caft on 
the direftion — that jiear Frederica was loft for 
ever. • 

A ppem was this day fent me by an anonymous 
hand upon the reprefentation of the Natural Son 
on the preceding evening. The plan of it was 
this. Art invited Nature to fiee the performance 
of a mailer-piece, to which . Nature replied, that 
it muft then be a piece written by me, andafted 
by IfBand, Bock, and Witthoft. Such grofs flat- 
tery is infuffcrably naufeous. 'Tis ftrange that 
whoever fceks my acquaintance, feems to think 
he muft neceflaivily accoft me with a ccimpliment 
to fome of my wTitings. Muft a poet then al- 
2 ^ ways 
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ways be approached with a full mouth, as an 
eaftern monarch with full hands ? Oh, that p^o- 
^c ccmid but feel what a grierous tax it is to 
be "continually returaiug fuch coiiipliments with 
fte common place xeiremoniaU o{ pardon me, Sirt 
OTyyoH do me ffrtat honour ! ar^your ammefidaticm 
pfOe me great encouragement f and the like; Yet 
iti it not be fuppofed that I oxn abfurd enough 
to make a prcteiifioti of iiidifier-ence to public ap- 
probation and applaufej only I wi(h to be fparcd 
the embarraffment of anfwering thefe courtly 
flouriflies. 

f ■ ■-" ' • 

I dined with Madame Ton D , & lady of 

much fptrit' and vivacity. Of^ fpecimen of her 
wit (hall be given, becaufe it^ contains a very juft 
obfervation, to which thofe whom it concerns 
would do well to pay attention. It was ob« 
ferved by fomebody at tafela, that the pteyers in 
their performances often- help themfelves out 
with an Ok J or an M I " Tis a dramatic ftaff,'" 
faidthe matter of the houfe, **' on which thefe 
*' gentlemen lean for fupport." 

" Rather," replied the lady, '^ a dramatic 
" cudgel that they make the audience feel 
*^ foundly-" 

We 
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DECEMBER 10. 



We faw the Hall of Antiques. From the title, 
I expe^ed to have found a coUeflipn of real an- 
tique ftatues, but it reminded me of a trick 
once played at Erlangen. Over the door of a 
houfe a board was placed, faying. An elephant is 
to he feen here. The inhabitants crowded to be- 
hold this curiofity, when, behold: ilfae print only 
of an elephant was exhibited. 

In like manner the Hall of Antiques contains 
nothing but cafts after the ancient works of art, 
moft of which are to be feen, much better iex- 
ecuted, in Roll's fhop at Leipfick. I was how;- 
ever pleafed with the Hercules, the Xaocoon, and 
the celebrated Torfo, 

An ignorant fellow, employed as a model to 
the academy here, went about with us, to ex- 
plain the figures./ " And there," faid he, point* 
ing to one, " is Voltaire who died fome time ago 
« at Paris." 

** Who was Voltaire?" I alked. 

" A poet," he replied, *' and a great fcholar 
** who did not believe any thing till he was 

** upon 
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Upon his death-bed, and then he believed every 
thing." 



What infinite trouble have the priefts taken 
-to convince the world that Voltaire vsras a con- 
vert in his dying moments ! 

Hence we went to the pifture-gallery, which 
is indeed very fine. Ah ! I fought every where 
among ten thoufand faces, one that I could ima- 
gine bore fome refemblance to my Frederica, but 
none fuch could I find. This gallery contains 
many pieces of the Flemifh fchool. I was more 
cfpecially pleafed with Rembrandt's famous pic- 
turd of the reconciliation of the Romans and 
Sabines, through the interpofition of the Sabine 
women who had been carried away by the 
Romans; 'Tis a pleSfant thing that the name 
of the artift is here affixed to ievery pi£lure. 
This is not the cafe either in the collection at 
Drefden, at Dufleldorf, at Caffel, or at Sans* 
Souci, 

In the evening The Firgin of the Sun was per- 
formed. Iffland played the High-Prieft, and 
gave the author a proof that his higheft expec- 
tations of excellence in the aftor could be, ex- 
ceeded. Mademoifelle Witthoft alfo, though 
flie only played the infignificant part of Idali, 

evinced 
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evinced that a great aQrefe mjty render even a 
trifling part important. The drefles and dqco^ 
rations vi^ere fplendid and fhewed great tafte. 
I cannot tell, however, why Rolla carried a chib. 
A people who could build fuch a temple, were, 
as may be reafonably fuppofed, .paft. that «ra ia 
nations when the warriors combated with thofe 
weapons. . 

, P£CEJMS£RiI. , 

At noon we proceeded in the Diligence to 
Strafburgh. I chofe thi^ conveyance, which was 
then only known to me by report, partly^ from 
oeconomy, partly becaufe amid fuch a medley 
of company there would probably be more to 
engage my attention, and diflipate thought. We 
found five people feated there already, and as we 
came fomewhat late> we were confequently ob- 
liged to be content with the worft places. Our 
company confided of: 

Imprimis, A young merchant who had fluffed 
up every corner of the carriage with Champagne 
bottles. He bore the appearance of ftrong health 
in his countenance, from not troubling himfelf 
with thinking much. 

Secondly. Next to him fat a lovely giri from 
Landau, wlio fpoke both Gkrman and French, 

and 
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and talked at a great rate with. the yoong naef- 
chant. Sometimes they gave themfeives out aB 
hufband and wife, and indeed from fundry little 
circumftances which I leave the reader to guefs, 
the prefumption t^t they were fo, appeared 
vary ftrong. Such, however, was not really the 

Thirdly. An officer from the g^rrifon at Mann- 
heim, who, notwithftanding the refl^blifhed pro- 
hibition againft fmoking in the diligence, puffed 
Jus tpbacco in mpnftrous clouds into my faea, 
without (hame or reraorjfe- 

Fmrthiy. A pecfon who app^ai?ed like a Dutch 
clergyman, «id Was undoubtedly the moft com^ 
panionable man of the whole party,' 

Fifthly. An ugly, tnfignificant, ftupid woman. 

The officer amufed me with relating to th^ 
company, that the Baron von Kotzebue had been 
ibme days before at Mannheim, and was prefect 
at the reprefentation of his Virgm of the Sun. 
He prattled a great deal befides about me and 
my writings, but fince no one joined in the con- 
verfation, he afterwards adverted to a more ge- 
neml fubje£l, and made many ingenious remarks 
upon the bad quality of the fpring water at 

Mannheim, 
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Mannheim, on which the young merchant, wkh a 
fmile, call fome oblique glances at his Champagne 
bottles. 

The embarraflment of my fervant too, was 
not a little entertaining. • He was now, for the 
firft time in his life, in a carriage with me, his 
knee fqueezed againft mine. Beiides, this eight- 
feated vehicle, and the intrbduflioh of his little 
perfon among a company of gentlemen and ladies 
were altogether fo new to him, that an expref- 
iion of deep afionifhment was v<ery legible in 
his full fat face. On tbis journey he frequently 
ate at the fame table with me, and I think I can 
now affert from experience, that; tfiis fpecies of 
condefcenfion, or of confidential intercourfe,.if it 
may be fo calkd, extremely increafes the attach^ 
ment of fervants to their matters. It feems to 
give them a certain feeling of confequencc? in 
their own eyes, though without leffening the 
refpefit due to thofe they ferve, provided the 
conduft of the latter be* fuch as not to degrade 
their own refpeftability. Ah, why have we bound 
the good old patriarchal manners in the chains 
of an over- weening pride ! • 

•* 
• We flept at Neuftadt, From this journey, , 
and the manner in which it was performed^ I had 
received infinite entertainment as well as benefit, 

fince 
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fince the {baking of the vehicle was good for my 
health, and the weather was fo mild that I felt 
the air extremely falutary, had not the ftate of 
my mind embittered every enjoyment. Never 
could I fliake off the recolleftion of why I was 
travelling, why I wandered thus up and down, 
without any fixed objeft in view. I was in pur- 
fuit of peace and compofure of heart, two friends 
which 1 could not hope foon to find. 

DECEMBER 12. 

At four in the morning we proceeded on our 
journey. Of the company that fet out with us, 
only the young Champagne merchant and the 
pretty girl remained. So much the more com- 
modioufly were we feated. 

At nine o'clock we arrived at Landau, the 
firft town on our route occupied by a French 
garrifon. We were only allowed half an hour 
for breakfafting; which breakfaft was only to be 
procured at the cofFee-houfe, which cofFee-houfe 
was at a great diftance from the poft-houfe. 'Tis 
a filly inftitution in France that coffee is only to 
. be had at the coffee-rhoufes. 

If I had not previoufly known that this was 
a French frpntier town, I muft immediately 

hav^ 
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have difcovered it by the extremie allegation of 
poUtefe that reigns throughoutf Smoking is a 
thing not allowed at the coffee-houfe, I afked 
who were the people that chiefly frequented the 

place? r'; 

. *' Les Officiers^'' was the reply. ir,. ; 

" And do not the pfBcers fmpl^ ?'* . : .; 
" Non^Monfieur.^' 
"And cannot endure the;fumc$ of tobacco r" 

" NoHyMgnfieurJ' v - : - 

When the half hour was elapfed we proceeded 
on our journey, but alas ! ino longer in the beft 
feats. The young lady remained at LandaU> 
and, oh terrible! her pl^ce was to be fupplied 
by feven other pcrfons, makbg our total compje* 
ment of paffengers ten. 

I confefs at the firft moment my heart revolted 
fo much againft this fqueeze, thfit I was about to 
defcend from the carriage, and hire a poft-chaife. 
It was a truly formidable fight to behold one 
after another tumbling in, arranging, crowding, 

com- 
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coBflrpr€fffpg themfclyes together, and when it 
might .reafon!ably..be foppafed that the whole 
cargo was flowed, and no room remained even 
for fo .much as a lap-dog, to fee yet another and 
another head appear, like herrings, ramming down 
for falling. However, all was fo ordered, that 
at laft we were tolerably well. packed, and thofe 
in the back feats, at leaft, but little incom- 
moded. 

. Among our new companions, was the mayor of 
a neighbouring village, who was very eloquent in 
haranguing upon his office, upon decrees, the Nota- 
bles ^ and the likei He was recently elevated to his 
dignity, and having been taken from the plough 
to be placed at the head of the people, prided 
himfelf not a little upon the diftinftion. Politics 
were . t&e principal fubjeft of converfation, in 
which we, of courfe, did not join. Thus much 
appeared pretty plainly, that however the revolu- 
tion may in general be applauded, the new order 
of things affords little real fatisfaftion. The 
tree pleafed while it looked beautiful, covered 
with bloffoms, but no one likes the four fruit. 

After a while, growing tired of politics, I had 
recourfe to the more agreeable prattler Jean Jac* 
ques, whom £ carried, in my pocket. With him 
I amufed myfelf till the evening began to clofe 

in. 
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in, when Iput by my t)Ook, and opening the litd^ 
window next to me, tucked myfelf into the cor* 
ner of the carriage. The diligence has eight win* 
dows, one in front, one behind, one on each 
fide, and a little one fcarcely as big as my two 
hands at every corner. 

It was a lovely evening. The crefcent of the 
waning moon flione bright in the heavens, the 
greateft part of the company fell afleep, and all 
being ftill, my fancy began again to form vifions. 
I looked around for the image of iny Frederica, 
intreated her fpirit to appear beneath the (hade 
of the next tree by the road fide ; and wheii I 
did not find it there, eagerly looked forwards 
in hopes of efpying it beneath a more diftant 
one. Oh ! how my heart beat if then a white 
poft, beheld through the twilight, for a moment 
half deceived my fenfes with the idea of having 
found what I fought ! — Was this an impulfe of 
fear ? — Ah, no ! the apparition of a beloved ob- 
je£t cannot raife apprehenfion in the bofom oi 
him who loves. My heart feels a painful long- 
ing but for one moment to behold the fpirit of 
my Frederica i I would give my whole life for 
fuch a moment, fince it would change into 
conviSiion what now is only hope^ that I fliall here- 
after be re-united to her, hereafter behold her 
again, prefs her again to my bofom. 

Late 
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. Late in the evening we arrived at Hagenau. 
We fupped in a fpacious hall, where eight 
large tables were fet out, filled with company, 
eating, drinking, or playing. Many, indeed, 
were already drunk. All was mirth and jollity, 
to which, perhaps, its being Sunday^ contributed 
not a little. The patrole once made its appear- 
ance among them, but the feverity of thofe gen- 
tlemen was eafily fubdued by a glafs of wine. 

I aiked an officer of the garrifon of Strafburgh, 
one of our travelling companions, whether that, 
pointing to the drefs of the patrole, was the na- 
tional uniform ? 

** Mon Dieu r he replied, ^* are you not ac- 
** quainted with that yet? Why, it is to be feen 
*^ every where." 

From this anfwer I concluded, that the na- 
tional guards, and the regular military, w^re not 
particularly complacent towards each other. 

I was farther confirmed in this opinion, from 
over-hearing fome of the former, at the next table, 
recounting over many heroic deed« qf the officers, 
which evidently were defigned as fneers. Our 
travelling companion very judicioufly took no 

notice 
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notice of their impertinence,, and- by- this fileoce 
beft afferted the lidnour'of the ftrohger. 



We .let OQt agaiii at fix- in the morning. One 
perfoh tnojre was added to our company, an 
old man with the crbfs ^ St.^ Lofiis, a fowling 
piece, and a pointer. He amufed us with re- 
lating ftories of various horrible .murders that- 
had lately been committed in that neighbour- 
hood, and iiluftrated.. his narrations b/ the many 
BeWly''tnnJwft.jlip graves- and wooden ;ctofles 
Ty^ich we fduhtf by lfiej|?^ay. This Was pfeof cohfo-!, 
lation to the harmlefsfraveller proceeding quietly 
on his route, efgecially fince every thing now re- 
mains unpuniflied, even thoiigir the criminal be 
tvell knowni Yet what has. the poor ' forfaken 
wretch to fear, whoThas already loft hi6 alll 

' . • ^* 

We entered Straiburgh about noon, and alight- 
ed at the Red-Houfe,^ upon the beautiful pa- 
rade. tHe^e- every tWng is already national. I 
obfervMsS^ 'asf wib-^p^^^ the flreets, a na- 

tional pharm^acopoBia, and even a national hatter. 

My ilbftarswouldfo ordain it, that in ^oiiig 
from the bureau • of .the Diligence tgf lhe*4rm, 
I was witnefs to a ttielancholy . accident. A 

pair 
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^M of uilruly^ horfes in "i feaifrfage threw theit 
TMfcr> and dragged' hitotWef'whok lejigtb of the 
/hetti ftampihg up<«>h and; kicking him all the 
way. -NfeV.el*''*^^ a iiiore horribk fcene^ it turned 
be fick, and I Wafs re^dy to faint. F heard no^ 
thing arburtd me but dreadful exclamations of 
h^ski^d! he'skiikd} The hbirible iiijage of th6 
man, dragged as I had beheld him, haunted me 
all day !^ — Oh God! was not my foul fufficiently 
oppreffed before with horrible iniages I 

The guatid faffed; duf windows* The march 
they played was fweet, yet* this ftruck me 
as notithe propei: chara^er for a march r it 
bore too mtich, refamblance to an air. Greater 
folemnity had been more appropriate- I ob- 
ferved, that 'the' tarftioiieers Wore (hoes and 
ftockiriigs w'ith their Uniforni, inftead of boots, and 
that no two had (lockings alike: this appeared 
to me truly French; 

After dinner, we vlfited the fhdp of Amand 
Kkigs the bookfeller. He is a polite and plea(ing 
young, man, and I here make my acknowledg- 
ments for the difinterefted attention he ftiewed 
me. He is at prefent printing a French ver* 
fion of my Adelaide of fVulfingen^ executed by a 
Madame de Rome at Paris. This he gave meto 
loakOver, and the reading of AdeU de PFulfing' 
N afforded 
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£(Sfi 1p ev^y part * At jthe ^i»d, A46l*i4^ k 4*t 
c^en^d *Q be the dau|^t^ of J^ifti^^fe fvkl6^ 

bajd'^ <ifte:ri Bwt th?^ traftfl^tor bus mj4i: ^fteemcd 
it wortb wl}ife to trouble herfelf! witb remevfcg 
the tmking mpt^MHliiks ib the w^ ^f fiieb^ 
incident. ' ' . ' , 

. ' ' . . * '■ . ■ 

I was parlicnlarly fiirpmed, that aii^ jes^Miib* 
tion fhould be formed of tliis piece being ap- 
pi!!0V«d upon 'tb6 Freneh .ftage, Bnt Mr/ King 
affurc4 mc, that it could faarqely fail of pleaf* 
ingi fince every :pQ(flSbtej AiethAd of .fendermg 
jHieficiif&ft 9(liQM>. was miW eagerly fought, ^ 
• . • ' ■ .. ♦ 

Mu King, too,: w«3 k tjienfttioml* uoSforp. 
I cannot fay b«t that it }$ very fmart, ^od has a 
good eflfe£t- On, .the buttons >s .engrav^ /a lor, 
et le roL I afked, whether le rot was tlot added 
merely for the fake of the rhyme ? 

o»cemm:ji 14k. 

• On this morning alfo weifet off at fix. Wc 
chofe, for our conViCyance, th© Diligence to faris, 
which was to reach that capital on the evening 
of the ISth. 

.; • Never 
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titHHAf m my life tfidl take a itiore titipfeafant 
jtmhity. I will frfeefy otfrii, indeed, that the dtf-^ 
tempered ftite of my thind throws a gloom over 
*tery thmg around me, and that I am now cap- 
tions And ^eevifli uhder inconveniences at which, 
in my happier tiays, 1 Aould only have Idughed s 
but httt many things ate really infuflemble* 

III the it& place, the boafted commodioufnefe 
of the carriage itfelf, is altogether empty vapour, 
or at leaft muft be received with very great allow^ 
tthcfe. if it (Earned no mote tiian four, orpeihaps 
li^, thWe would hot be aiiy great reafon to com- 
ptetn; but unfortunAttfly, Ks fall complement is 
«igWt, rfhd woe to hiih Who happens to be one df 
thofe eight l-^VSToe, Woe iiid^ed, if they be ril 
tliih I but inevitable death flioiild they be fat ! 

Vittte fit forwards, (hree backwards, and one 
a^inff each door. It feems not at all taken intb 
tlie account, that men hare arms and legs. A 
«aimed foldier, deprived of tliefe comreniencc^f, 
tntght fit with tolerable eafe. How then to (low 
iril the legs, occafions no fmall perplexity j for, 
Vhty who happen to be among the laft that get 
in, will fcarcely find a place not preoccupied 
by another pair. A toe, that may unfortunately 
be tormented with a com, has a very good chance 
of jbecoming a footftool to a neighbour, till its 

N 2 owner. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISO MT.TLIQHT TO FARXS. 

ovmery.nq lopger abl^ jtq ^^^t^'^^^. V^^^^^T^^ 
.be extreindx gl^ tq 4^aw.up' }us leg like th^ 
pf ^ ^ird of. Paradifci , • la, this, fitu^tpn^ how- 
ever,, 'tis impoflible : to remain Joiig without tb? 
, con^a£ted Ucub becoming fo ,in{appartably.fti£^ 
that it cpnnptbf^.mqyed again but witb^extrjenac 
difficulty; and who;^ at lad t);^| happy motneot 
arrives that brings a temporary releafe from this 
confinement, he is perhaps fcarcely able to get 
out of the caxfiags. ^; ; « ^ ./ ": 

Another convenience of this fqjaeezedfnode c^ 
travelling is ,the almoil infurmpimUble. labour <^ 
getting a han^^erc^i^f out of ^e- pocket ^ This^ 
is, indeed,. fjich. a ]bferc^lean,taik> that b^ drop$ 
pf fweat ^apd ton.tlje. fqrehea^/5re it x:aiii^>|ie 
accomplifhed., ; A^pifckpocket ;qod^ld. never hp £9 
cffe^ually fecured againft carrying on his trade 
as.inthispiligenqe/ , In the fronts or t^ckw^s, 
.t^ prefe is the ipofl, int^Jerai^e;, . confe<}uenUy 
^hey who fitagainfl the: doors. are the.leaA^]«^ 
com^oded with refpe^l to.elbowrroom; though 
otherwife they are in far the. worft Situation, and, 
befides, run the hazard of having ^th^sir necks bror 
ken^ fuppofii\g the doors not. to, be properly fat. 
tencd. 

The vapour of fo much brieath, pent up toge* 

ther is aqotb^r agreeable circumilance. There 

z are 



Digitized by 



Google 



MY ?£lt5Hfl'0 FARIS; 1«4* 

are mdeed fix windows to the carriage, but' 
inilefs in very warm weather, it is fcarcely pof- 
fible to endure more than one or two open,* 
which is totally infufficient to remedy the evil/ 
The jnipoflSbility of the paffengers within open-* 
ing the doors, is an additional grievance ;- they 
are, as it were, fflut^up in a prifon, or cage, from' 
which they can be releafed ohly by the ^oler. ^ 

Thus is a coach full of men carried about from^ 
town to tovra, as the higglers carry a bafket of 
fowls 5 and as a confummation of their mifery, 
when they arrive at the Bureau, feven or eight 
minutes are pierhaps fuffered to elapfe before th6'' 
driver will be ^leafed to open the door of this 
black h61e, during which tKey 'endure all the tor- 
ture of that impatience, unavoidably attached- 
to fuch a teazing fpecies of procraftination. , Of 
all thibgs under the fun, confinement is to me 
the' moft vexatious, and a confinement like whiat 
I have defcribed, the moft vexatious of all 

Many people confider a cold as healthy. He 
then, who has not had the fatisfaftion of enjoy- 
ing fuch a token of health for fome- time, need 
only take a journey in this Diligence; and he 
maybe tolerably fecure of obtaining the defired 
gratification. As every paffenger* pays for his 
place, and as it his b^en*long »n uhiverfally 
' eftabliQied 
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elhi]>liihtd maxirn^ that one ii^n's mfiiqejris^ 
good as ^notlper's, fo e«cb individual thioks he 
has equ}^ right with hia lueighboi^r to r^ulate 
the opeai^g of tl\e windows^ at leail pf that 
by which he fi^. Xhu«» intend of ei^ripg 
into a genital cprnp^^ ibr the advaTit;|gc; of tbf( 
whole cowpwy* wh, wit|t the trw fejft^efa, 
of huQian natvype^ coefideiv merely hifi owi^. 
private interefl:/and perhaps makes fuchdraughtsi 
of wind, that Hij^ pply wowderful bow W^y^ Wx 
efipapeg cold. . . 

The fere at the inns is, befi^esy y^ bad^ and^ 
y^ty dear* For terribly tnl^pid &wUle with, 
foalfed bread, difagreeable to the eye, i^d fiill. 
n^Oire difagree^hle to the pa^) foddan,; t^left 
beef, and vegetables drefled with oil, we com* 
monly paid half 5^ dollar. <51adly would 1 have* 
re%ned, for a tolerable piece of beef,, or a voa^ 
feg ffif mutton, the defert that even in thefe mifc- 
rable inns always fucceeds the dinner. Thia 
confifts of wretched dry bifcuits, chefputs, and 
^it. Never in my life did I tafte any thiiig 
more naufeous than a fort of bifcijiit tb/^y caUed 
ichaudix itha^th^^vowr9ffpftl-?dr^ 

To dfety the lable-cloth is impoffiWf > iacei: 
according to appea^nce^ it has rnade a vifit vf^ 
Ihe phimnpy feeiore it be fpre^dt This isaccow^ 

panied 
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pM^d'^iffitbi forica n^, Ws filthy, and-Jirory.iiDiccvttt 
if^farlaktsgii^ libe ^;^.( wdas to a knife; 
no fuch thing is to be had. Every traveller is 
expefted, like a German peafant or butcher, to 
cmY<m^ k his pocket, and to iife it a;t hisuseals, 
fiift wh0tting?itoit his tareeschw- The wine i$- 
the beft ithis^ brought to iabie, though only a 
light amAryvnne, hut thai is drank out of beer* - 
Ifli&B, toiwUch Ibave a mortal averiiou. ^ 

Incoaveaient as this journey mv& peeeffarUy 
be at all times, it rs rendered tei» tidies- w<i>rfe by 
tehig taken in ymr^er. To providie a room^ with 
aire, agsinll tit» arrival of the Diligence, h 
wbal nohadf thinks o^ and the only vefource * 
againfl: perifhipg with cold is to adjourn to the . 
kitchen. But this is a very partial remedy; he 
alone who fdrtnnately is among the BtA that 
enter, and undesftainds how to manage, has an^ 
chance of dbtaining a tdecable biuth, andevda h^ 
can only cbooie whetfaeir to warm himkiS in tl^ 
fsont or m the; rear, for to do both is impoffible; 
This is anodftec advantage for the lovefsof colds; 
Nor is this* aU: they have yet a third chaxice. 
Thefe places are newer fioosed, only p^ved with 
bnick, fpooa whibh a cbiH pelHlential m6ifture is 
coii&antly>rHlnf ;r to this may be added^ all the 
wiltec tlirovi^ a^tfwty people fpitting^ smd dog^ 
doiog what dogs 4ver: will di^^ whk)) all together 
- . : ' ^ form 
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form an ailenibla|;e of damps that vMy fsdrly 
be confidered as reducing the matter td a cer- 
tainty 

Two hours is the time allowed for dining, and 
the Diligence ought alfo to ftop for the night. 
But iince in winter the roads are fi^u^ntly bad, 
and it muft be at Paris at the time appointed, 
it often travels all night, oriat kaft refts £t>r 
fo fliort a time, that it is fcarcely worth while to 
atltempt going, to bed,' though His a fuffic^ent 
ddlayr to weary and ^tigue the paiTengors, xmMi 
tJtey happen to be bleffed. wilh that propenfity 
fo conoion to travellers, pfbeiag able t^ eat and 
drink at any time, eveo in the. inlddle .of tb^ 
night, 

. And«ihauld it happen, that five or fix hours 
ane: allowed for refti a man muft be fomewhat 
pra^ifed in witchcraft to be able to fleep. The 
beft accommodations to be procured, are a pe^ 
riihingly cold room, where the wind blows in at 
every coriMr> furnilhed with a bedftted ready to 
break down, to which are attached old tattered 

^ hangings, and a feaihei-bed fliaken up high at 
the feet, fomewhafc Jower in the middle, and 

: Joweft qf all at the head. If, fpite of aU thefe 
preventatives^ ia;doze fhould begin to fteal over 

, $h? trjvvtiler's wegrktt- cye-lid^^ .he may rely 
* *" . npoq 
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upon being quickly awiakbned ^gain^ either 
by the noifes of the inn, or tHd hdwling of the 
wind in the chimney. 

Bpt mofi terrible of all^ is the fituation of the 
poor ij^nfertunate vaktudiniarian, who, from the 
iiate of his health, cannot, without inconveni-' 
^Qce, experience a privation of his cuftomary 
habit of facrificing every morning to a certain 
fubterranean divinity held in great refpeft among 
the Romans— or, to pub the cafe in another point 
of view, who wifhes not to forego the perform- 
ance of what, if .neglected, would, according to 
Montaigne, transform even a Seneca into a fool. 
The (hakii^ of the vehicle has perhaps rendered 
it 4oubtful whether this can be accompliftied or 
not, and ihould he wifh to countera£i thefe bad 
ei95^dsbya difti of coffee and amomingpipe,'either 
there is no time for taking them, or if he be 
jdifpofed to rob himfelf of an hour of reft, and rife 
early> that fufficient time for the purpofe may 
be fecured, where is the cofiee to be had ? In 
tb^ ipiii it is never fumiflied, and at the cofiee- 
houfe the people are never up fo early. But he 
may give the waiter:at the coflfee-houfe a trifle to 
fif(p pn purpofe. So he may, and the waiter will 
ldft]j;ie very liberal promifes over night, which 
k^efor^ iporoing will be entirely, forgotten, 

After 
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Aftei; t\m geneml ddcrlfitkm of ^hat majc \fe 
expoSed ih^i DiligcnQO^.the piftur^ ^ iri^kkh 
is faithfully fketched, andjaauDi lefp^^h oyer** 
charged, I proceed to a detail of the particular 
mQomemtmtss we hid to esidtire^ Our company 
cdt^rxfted partly of peofde going atttiie way ftaxq 
Steifiuifgh to Paris, parlly of dbdoice psISengm^ 
t^kcn up only for fliorl^ dUis^oes^ Among the 6ftt 
ckfe were^:. - -i' 

;/;w^iwij.---- A merchant froMrG » who was 

fo exire^efy falisfied with hitaSSiif, thdt he thought 
qH other petople muft.be cq^Mlfy ISt^s^ed wkh 
huQi. Ue preteiiided to knew every tfaingy. and 
io have been. €irery .whare^and kindty g«ve us 
ample iiiftru^OTt&' wiial we (boutd do a% this 
^phce, what fee- at that, with other Uke- «£if(ll 
informatibii. ...He wa&befides infe£led wkh the 
difeafe of fpqaking French, imttatid the Fr^ich 
XBanner of cliqpping wouds, and fpeaking throMgli 
thenofe, to which his vile Tbttringi»n diak6^ was 
a great additiosu He baiA befide^ tbe unfiiieFable 
habit of faying Ofmrnetaf idt plaif^^ at evefy 
word addre^ed to him, alth04lgh it was obvious 
that he was no more d'^af fhaof myfelf. But worfe 
than all, if by chance h6 ftumbled upon fome dry 
dull }oke, he nuvmbled' it, and toitur^ it about tiil 
it was d»%ttf|jng as the dtivk ma^e by t^ Soutk 
Sea Wanders with chewing the roots of yams. 

' Secondly. 
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. Secon4iyi.r7r-Al^l6mv^9 by name B-- — ^> who 
had lived for tweke years »t Ppterftjurgb. He 
had the perfeQ: phyfiqgaomy of ^ Calmuck. 
Never did I &e a. man who could always drijok/ 
always ]f|Ufifa» and always taU: ribaldry like him*. 
He feexned to have abuodaaoe of vermin about 
hin% and ffing cim/om when they were trouble* 
fome* H^ was pleaied» 9^ an excellent joke» to 
confer the title of Mo^fieur h Baron upon his 
neighbour the merchant. In what this profound 
piece of hiunpur originated^ I did not learii^ but 
this \ kxuxwx th^^tj Mmfieur k Sa^on wa$ rung in 
my ears tilji I was i^ ^^etted^ that I b/earti^ wiihed 
I could have jumped out qf the window to 
efcape from it, I have commonly found the barons, 
themfelves more fatiguing than their titles^ but 
for thi;i time ti^ <;afe was reverfed, 

If^hirdly md^f^rihly. A couple of honed citi- 
^^p^from fome little to^n either in Alface or 
J^rraine, One of them was a fat portly gentle^* 
irian, the other had a brown fturdy vif;^ej with 
a fuperaibundanc? of black beard. In the coun- 
teijance of tl;^ formc^r, the fpace between the 
nofe and moutJa formed a complete femicircle. 
This is faid to be a certain indication of felf-im- 
portancej;. a^yi, i»de^, he feemed tg take upon 
himfelf eiptiieJ^' thf part qf Mentor to his qoflx-. 
pasiioaf If t|»? ^^er openr^d his mourti^ and^ap- 

peered 
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I 

peared in the moft triliihg or ihfigniftcant circum- 
ftance to differ in opinion with his fat compa- 
nion, an immediate fnub was^the confequence. * 
They gave us to underftand, that they were tm* 
veiling upon public bufin^fs. Probably they had 
fomething to lay before the National Affembly, 
and the fat man was to be the orator, for he often 
leaned his head againft one of the windows, with • 
his eyes dofed, \Vhile his lips were moving. ' 

Fifthly.— Kn Officer of the National Guards, 
of whom I have nothing more' to ohferve, than' 
that he underftood the beft of aiiy of the company 
how to manage at -the inns^ and wasalways ohe 
of the ifirft at the fire. : ... : 

Befides thefc, we had feveral chance" paffen*- 
gers for a fhort time each.. Among others, a 
Jew from Nancy, who, at early morning, in the 
carriage, conformably to the cuftbnfi of 'his reli*' 
giofi, ftretching out his arms, and bundling up 
both them and his Jiead with a variety of wrap- 
pers, offered his prayers to heaven, without 
concerning himfelf about the inconvenience he 
might occafion to his'fellow-traveMer^, 

A young officer, who alfo accompanied us a 
part of the way, andfeemed to think himfelf a 
great wit, began to difplay it upon the poor Jew: 
% moft 
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mofi udmprcifuUyj ftriioging together filly and id- 
fulting jokes^ and branding thp whole race ^ 
Ifrael as rogues, till at length I could not fup- 
prefe my indignation. I obferved, that it was 
extremely, incjcc^t and unlike a gentleman to 
attack a man wl^q had no mesms of defending 
himfelf ; and added, that I had no doubt there 
were many very worthy and refpeftable people 
among the J^ws. The oflfcer on this gave /me 
a full and expr^five IJare, which feemed> wheii 
tranflated, to mcjan, " O bo 1. what, you alfo are 
«a Jew?".. • .' ;. ../... «... 

. Thus my benevolent feelings tp;wards an infulted 
fellow-creature. had probab^ly dr^wn like infults 
upon myfelf, had not the yoxmg fon* of Mars, 
as is commonly the cafe with fuch ftupid conceit- 
ed jefters, had, :more, mouth than heart,; and 
been fome what frightened by. my reproof. As it 
was, he was awe^ intp filex^ce, and let the Jew 
reft, only, now an(^. then cafting oblique and fig- 
niiicant glances upon him. M^ protege^ however, 
did not appear very.deferving of. this interference 
in, his- behalf, fpce he manifefted no figns of 
being any way affefted either by the warrior *s 
infults, or the correftion they had received. 

The reft of. our chance . paffengers are not 
worth enumerating. They did nothing bu.t 

fqueeze 
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i^ene oUr bodSi^/ and Iktigue otir iiiiderAafnd* 

ings. 

This firft <IA}% thi*' Mthj l*re dined at Phalf- 
*bou%, aM refached Blattimoht in ttie eretihig, 
where -w^ ftdpjped fdrxfe li6urs to rfeft. ^ 

DECEMBER 15. 

We arrived^ at Nancy about iibon, paffing 
through Lunevtilfe and St* Nicholas. By this 
time the Diligence was become fo abfblutely in- 
fupportable to me, that I refolved to quit it for 
four and twenty hours at leaft. Gladly would I 
have gone poft aH the remainder ^ the way to 
Paris, had -w*e Hot taken onr places at Stralbiirgh, 
«nd paid twelve AeW loms*d'ors for them. 

I hired a cabriolet to Toul, in whidi my com- 
panion, my fervant, and myfelf, proceeded for- 
wards the next tnoming, and found h to!6rably 
commodious. The Diligence had now gotten the 
^art of us very much. We pafled through St. 
Aubin, Barleduc, and Vitry, to Chalons-fur- 
Marne, where, at ten o'clock in the evening, ^e 
were fo unfortunate ^ to overtake that miferable 
vehicle again. 

Poft-horfes are intolerably dear in this country, 
and the regulations with regard to them are to 

me 
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me wbdllf4i^5tp?icybl€* la iyerrniny, if we pay 
for three horfes, the poft-mafter often "adds a 
fourth gratis: and it is (he famef in Poland and 
Ruffia. But in France, on the contrary, if we 
pay fcMT three, -which are charged at twenty-five 
Ibui tliie mile «a<:h lft«fe,^ We ate feM6nV alldwed 
WorelJi&n tWOy <#i tf the third fee reqmred, 
dten ihey^ afe chafgljii at thirty Ibus^ each. In 
my ^opirtioiii, tlife jtMde of the Ihfeg woifld be^ 
Ate if»dre iiorfe& ^e h«ve> to psy fe taiuch the left 
by'tJ^'head, ' - •- :;• '•' '''■•■' -• •'" 

Thto* 6nc^ we had no^ chaife of our orten, 
we we^e generaHy required to pity thf price of 
another horfe for a little inconvenient poft* 
chaife; fo that in all we paid for four horfes 
while we ufed only two. At Vitry they told us, 
that *hey had duly i very hetfvy poft-chaife, fo 
that we muft pay fer an additiona.1 horfe. We 
did (b> and Atll we had a horfe the lefs.- Of this 
W complaitied, when- the poftmafter laid, " Mef- 
^'fieuN, c'' eft me^ grace iju" en vonsfaityfiuis qu*il fai- 
" hii payer trente fans par lieuey I replied, that I 
liad heard much of the politejfe. of the French 
natioh^ and after thi& mftance I could not doubt 
©fits truth. 

We travelled here as expeditloufly as in Ruflia. 
Whether this will remaia fo- much longer m^y 

be 
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be a queftion, as fmce tbe Revolution the' roa^ 
have been very much negleft^d, and arc daily 
getting worfe and worfe. . 

* In the mpfping, we wefe're-commitfed to 
our prifon, anfj proceeded to Epemay^ the moft 
famous place in the whqle country for Cham- 
pagne. Even pyer me nlight this m&Bx have 
extended its exhilarating influence, .had not an 
accident, which, trifling as it wa9, made a 
powerful impreflion upon me, thrown me back 
into my former ftate of annihilation, ^ven at'ithe 
moment vhen I began to feel njy heart and my 
fpirits reviving, ^ ; . • . , ; 

The walls and windows of the room in wbith 
we dined, were fcratched over with Dames and 
verfes, after the idle cuftom fp prevalent among 
travellers. I was amufing rayfelf vrith examining 
them, when unluckily my attentioA was caught 
by the letters F. E. with a crofs, at the corijer 
of a window*, , -^ 

Vaniftied like a flafh of lightning were the 
artificial fpirits that the wine had for a moment 

* The crpfs fubjoined to the initials is coniidered as indicaN 
ing that they were Infcribed by fomebody who had juft l6it{onkc 
very dear connexion-— *-Tji amslator. 

Infplred 
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lafplred, and I fell into a ftate of thc^ moft glooiimy 
abftraftion. Thefe letters, and the horrible crofs, 
feemed to reproach me that I could yet be fcn- 
fible to the joys of wine, when thofe of love were 
lofl to me for ever. He who was never in a like 
fituation, may perhaps fmile when T relate that I 
fecretly entreated pardon of my Frederica for 
having tailed the wine. O Godi what will be- 
come of me, if every trifling occurrence can thus 
-torture my heart ! 

We flopped this night at Chateau Thierry. It 
was ahout eight o'clock in the evening when we 
arrived there, and we quitted the place again at 
three the next morning. 

I ordered a room to be prepared for me di- 
reftly, and a fire to be made in it, for my prefent 
humour was ill afTorted to the noify mirth of my 
companions. Here I walked up and down, talk- 
ing to my Frederica, while they were eating and 
drinking below. The night was tempeftuous, 
and the roaring of the wind was the more awful, 
from the town being fituated very high, fo that 
there was nothing to break its force. To this 
raging of the ftorm without, was added the 
crackling of the fire within, and the perpetual 
creaking of the door, that altogether my foul was 
impreffed with fenfations I can hardly defcribe. 

O The 
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The war of nature was congenial with my feel- 
ings ; the hours I pa0ed here were cnelanicholj, 
bot c^mpofing. When I am thus abne^ my Fre- 
derica feems with me ! I taHc to her as thou^ 
fhe were prefent, and pour out to her all my 
heart. Ah! perhaps (he may be really prefentl 
-^perhaps fhe hovers about me as my gu^dian 
aogel!— Oh, why does fhe not appear for am 
moment, to giTe nie affurance df her extftencel-^ 
How often have I intreated it ! — and wi Ais fo- 
lemn evening I entreated it once more ! 

Chateau Thierry is the birtb place of the ad- 
mirable La Fontaine^ This reodered it much 
tnore interefting to me than the celebrated bridge 
over the hills at Nancy. 

The night was pafled entirely Without fleep ; 
and fo it imift have been from the ilorm, even 
had my ow]\ uneafy thoughts not kept me wakr 
ing. A more violent hurricane, indeed, I fcarcely 
ever remember. It was as if Boreas had unloofed 
all the meffenger^ of his fury into, my room* 

VECEUUtiRlfk 

We left Chateau Thierry, dined at Mexuac, 
and at length, about fix in the evenii^, weary 
of our journey, weary almoft of life, arrived at 

PARIS. 
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PARTS. 

I was inexpreflibly mortified that it was at 
ready dark $ yet the (hops on both fides of the 
ftrcets, prettily fet out, aod handfooiely lighted, 
h^d a irery good effefl. The cuftom of anQOum> 
ing, in large letters^ over the door of each houfe^ 
the naiBe and trade of the inhabitants,. pleafed 
me extr^sjeJy. This pra&ice, indeed, nwy be 
obferved from jthe ipoment of entering the domi- 
nions of France. Almoft all the houfes have 
alfo figns, and thefeare nfuaUy fomething gol- 
den, as Tie Gulden Apple, The Gulden ^ml. The 
G^lde^ LwHy Tie Golden Key, A ftrong chara£ler* 
iftic feature of French oftentation. 

The tafte our forefathers had for gaudy co-? 
lours has been confidered as a fign of the in- 
fancy of, a nation. May not this paiiion for gold 
be the dtftindive ftamp of that period of old 
age when it is falling back into its fecond child- 
hood ? This favourite Or (gold) feeois now, how- 
ever, in forae degree to be fupplanted by the more 
fafhionable naikn, and m$kmL . A few days ago 
I faw over a door Trahewr de la nation. A defpe- 
rate undertaking, I thought within myfelf, to feed 
a whole hungry nation. 

02 Were 
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DECEMBER 19. 

Were I not in the very vortex of diffipation, 
the prefent day muft fill me with nothing but 
melancholy images, fince it is the anniverfary 
of the inftitution of our private theatre at Rc- 
val. All IS now in that town mirth and jubilee. 
On this day laft year, my Firgin of the Sun was 
performed for the firft time, when my Frede- 
rica played Amazili. How biecoming was the 
wreath in her hair ! — Oh God ! • what anguifli 
of heart lies in thefe recolteftionsl 

Towards evening, we' went to walk in the Pa- 
tats Royal. Schuk has defcribed it fo well, that 
1 can add nothing to his defcrfption. It made a 
pleafing, but not a grand impreffion upon me. 
The. fine range of fhops at Peterfburgh is little 
inferior to it. 

A man invited us, with a very eameft and noify 
eloquence, to come in and fee un hofnrne fauvage 
and unejeune Alfacienney for only twelve fous. The 
hmme fauvage, who was taken upon the Lord 
knows what iOand,. had as little of the fauvage 
in him as myfelf. He was a handfome young 
fellow, with a phyfiognomy-fimilar to that x£ 
Jefus Chrift. He had a black beard, which 
had been fufFered to grow, and the reft of his 
drefs Vi^as truly laughable. Round his head he 
' had 
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had a wreath of artificial flowers, and his outer 
garment, if garment fuch a thing might be called, 
W^ a large packthread net. What ftamped him 
a favage, as far as I could find, was fimply that 
he eat ftones, as many a man has done befotte^ 
without incurring the like diftbction. He fi^rft 
cruflied the flints with his teeth, then opefied 
his mouth wide, to fliew them champed, then 
fwallowed them, and afterwards let us feel his 
ftomacH, where, in truth, we could hear the 
clatter of a tolerable depdt. There appeared 
to me no deception in all this : the only thing 
that wore the femblance of deception was, that 
he pretended not to be able to fpeak. 

Next appeared the young Alfacian. She was 
a girl about twelve years old, painted like a 
Chriftmas maflc, and as dirty as a pig, who want- 
ed to exhibit fome common every-day tricks upon 
the wire. I begged to be excufed the perform- 
ance, and paying my twelve fous, departed. 

Another man was no lefs vociferous in recom- 
mending to our notice a colleftion of wax figures 
as large as life, which, indeed, we found well 
worth feeing. There were, the King, the Queen, 
the Dauphin, with Madame Royale, La Fayette, 
Baillie, Voltaire, Roufleau, Dr, Franklin, the two 
celebrated and interefting prifoners, Maferesde 
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la Tude and Baron Trenck ; the Indian AmhiSsL- 
dors, who were once here ; Madame du Bane 
alleep^ andicarcely half clothed; Maria Theida, 
Clermont Tonnerre, an^ a multitude heiides, 
all drefled acconling to fheir proper coftume, and 
all, as was generally agreed, extraordinary like'- 
iiefles. What would I not have given for fuch 
a likenefs of my Frederica ! — Yet am I not a 
fool? — as if her image were not impreflRsd on my 
heart much more accurately, and in mufli more 
forcible colours, than fhe could be reprefentcd 
by any artift. But had I fuch a figure, I woidd 
place it by my fide, at table as the Egyptians 
ufed to do with their mummies. Ah! this was 
furely an excellent cuftom. 

I could not forbear fmiling at feeing Vdtairc 
and Roufleau fitting together very femiHariy at 
a little table, appearing as if they were de- 
moniftrating fome propofitio«, perfeCHy at their 
eafe, and not caring for any thing or anybody. 

It is amufing to go into the coflfee*houfes in the 
Palais-Royal. They are full Ksfi Ajguhes^ Ammta^ 
and Avtrtiffmensy fome of which are very curi- 
ous. For inftance, one announced a fervant 
-wanted, who, befides his mother-tongue, French, 
tnuft underftand German, Italian, and Engli(b. 
He muft alfo be able to Hiave, to drefe hair, to 

cook, 
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cook) to tdce care c(hox&$, to dnre a cabtio)el» 
&c. &;c* &c. I wUhed V^iy iaiuch to know wbsi 
pcmld he indeed in the et cetera. 

Here» ^nd every where, there is filch an cfcer" 
nal riisgmg of changes upon IHierty, and wfaat^ 
ever has any relation to it, that it is xeaily fir , 
tiguing' Our feair-drefler, who is a member of 
the NatbrUi Guards and a mofi zealous demo- 
crat, fjever caMs the king any thing but Je/muvre 
Asnmte, and the queen is commonly is coftmt^ Ib 
m^erahle femme du roL If he be in a particulariy 
complacent humour, however, then it is lafanim 
de Ltmisfdze s a»^ if in a particularly iarcaftic 
one, then la femme dupounmr exesutif. No fcruple 
is made of laying, that it was a very great pity 
the Queen efcaped on the fixth of Oftober, wfaea 
iier ibte was fo nearly decided* 

The people are in great alarm, left the Empe^ 
ror Leopold (hould fend troops into France. 
It is laid, that a letter was lately laid under the 
Queen's napkin, threatening that, in cafe her bro* 
ther fhould dare to take any fteps againft French 
liberty, her head fhould be fcnt tolaim iupAn a 
pike. 

. Some days ago, a dreadful fcene took place dit 
the op«:a. The piece pe;formed was Iphigeni^ 

At 
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At the choras €iata^xs, celebrmf notre reinCy iinc 
' Duchefs of Biron^ and fotne others in the neigh* 
bouring boxes, clapped^ and applauded ex- 
tremely, and called encore! encore! which is not 
ofual at the opera. The performers, however, 
Ventured to repeat the chorus, when the Duchefs 
threw a laurel wreath upon the ftage. This was 
enough, and more than enough, to roufe the peo- 
ple's fury. They hiffed, they cried, they gave 
the Duchefs very opprobrious epithets ; they got 
oranges, apples, and pears, both hard and foft, 
and pelted her fo that her box was foon like 
a fmit-(hop, and fhe herfelf all over bruifes; 
fortunately, a knife that was thrown milled 
Jier. Some among the populace, more wanton 
than> wicked, brought in a bundle of rods to 
chaftife her before the eyes of the whole public. 
She had fufHcient prefence of mind to keep her 
feat, and let them go on, with perfeft compo- 
liire. Had (he quitted her box, they had proba- 
Jbly broke into the faloon ; and had (he attempted 
to fay a fingle word, or to make any offenfive 

. gefture, they had probably broke into her box, 

■'* , , ' 

' • At length all \<ras quiet. The Duchefs had 
all the apples, pears, and oranges, and above 

• all, the knife, collefled together, and fent them 

\ the next morning to the Marquis de la Fayette, 
with her xrompliments^ ajtid fliehad featiiimfome 

/ ' Jirikin^ 
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Jtrtking teftimonks of French freedom^ TvUch (he 
requefted him to offer upon the altar of liberty in . 
her name. 

On the ibllovring day, Enne, the player, who 
was the principal offender in the repetition of the 
chorus, was compelled to make a very fubmiflive 
apology for his conduct, and to trample the lau- 
rel wreath under his feet *. 

Proofs of the licentioufneis of the people may 
be coIle6ted daily in abundance^ The driver of 
ihitfiacrey in which we returned yefterday even- 
ing to the Ru(&an and Englifh hotel, where we 
lodge, called my companion mtm ami. The lat^ 
ter replied with a fraile, " Do you really be- 
^Mieve me your friend^'— " Ah, bah! bahi'* 
faid the driver, " we are all equah" 

, Our valet de place alfo, after having called us a 
coach to go to the opera, defired leave, without 

* Without confidering the conduA of the people as juftifia- 
blc, yet furcly the Duchefs de Biron's was highly cenfurabic 
Itappear$9 that to enc9re?x all was very unufual in fuch a per- 
£;>nnai)ce, and to feled for this purpofe a paflagei which, in 
tfie then temper of the times, muft be obvioufly otfenfive to 
tHe populace^ was throwing down the gauntlet, and abfolutely 
inviting thp diAitrbance that enfued, when no poffible good e£> 
it&. coi|ld ^riie from it If a perfoQ of her rank could fo far 
degrade herfelf as to court a conteft, was it to beexpefted that 
the lefs cultivated mafs'lhould decline it?— .Translator. 

• ' any 
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any ccremoBy, to get io, ^^becattfe," hefaid^ « the 
ff weather wu wiy bad." 

I was pleafcd with the opera itfelf, but feveral 
oAier things etoSkd and teased coe. Tb6agh 
we went by five o'clock^ the houfc was already 
fall» and tve coald aoiy with diffioultjr get places 
in the Balcony, that is to fay m a fort of very 
large box of which there i$ oi^on ieach fide the 
theatre. For thefe feats we gave ten livres, half 
a louis d'or— <lear enough in my opinion* Htsw- 
ever, I fbould dot have complained had we 
feen well, but diat was by no ineans the. cafe, 
ibr ewn this place was fo crowded that it was 
impoffible to fee over moatt than half the ila§e<. 

En the boxes I muft own, there was a confider- 
able difplay of beauty, but it was arliiidai 
beauty. Ah ! no where did I fee a Frederica ! 
no where the exprefiion of artleft goodnefs, 
fo confpicuom in every featjire of her fece ! 

A very polite your^ paan who ftood next to 
«e, (hewed me a Madame Gomrcxm^ who, 4rt 
fkid, was efteemed the handfomeft woman in^ 
taris. He might be right. She did indeed ap- 
pei^ extremely haodfome, and had much oBtheit 
^entlenefs and grace wtthotlt which no woman 
ican be attra£Uye in my eyes. 

The 
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The perfbrmahce was Les PretmdkSf a coidso 
opera. The mufic and fingers vretJt excellent^ 
and the latter were alfo good a£lors and adrefifes^ 
which is feidom the cafe on our German ftage^ 
and is a great di&dYantage to the piece. Hie 
entertainments of the evening conchided with 
the fpkndid bailet of Pfyche^ at prefent a reigning 
favourite with the public. The general impref«> 
fion it made upon me was not powerful, but 
with particular pafTages, and parts of the machi* 
nery^ I was extremely charmed. I nmft inftance 
particularly that where Pfyche is carried away 
by a Zephyr, in a cloud, from the top of a rugged 
rock, when jmft a$ Ate difappears, a long and 
beautiful ftream of light is left behhul-*-^gaia» 
where (he is fitting at her toilette, with little 
Cupids fluttering round her — and where alfo flie 
appears as the fchokr of Terpfichore, All thefe 
made> in part a firong^ in part a pathetic, impre& 
fion upon my fenfes. 

To the dancing, that is to foy, to the throwing 
the arms and legs about, and the jumping and 
bounding, I am not very partial, iior could I 
fed'^nsuch pleafove ^ven in Veflris's yit/p and 
pms-de-deuK as A^or. But I was extremely 
plea^d witk the Zephyrs, which indeed feemed 
rather to fly tllan to move as human beings* 
Hercules was the very counterpart of the ftone- 
5 . eater 
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eater we had feen in the morning. Some things 
appeared to me too honriUe for a ballet. Fof 
inftance^ the manner in which Piyche is pulled 
about, and the contortions into which her body 
is thrown wien (he falls into the hands of fome 
dozen or two of devils, as well as her being preci- 
pitated from a high rock into the burning Phlege- 
thon. The woman who played Pfyche was a 
lovely creature indeed, and afiumed fo muqh 
innocence . in her appearance, that no one could 
have fuppofed her a dancer at the great opera 
at Paris. 

. I could not at laft decide whether the per- 
formance, take it all together, was wotth half a 
louis d'or ; but this. I know for certain, that I 
would not for ten louis d'ors endure again what 
we went through after the entertainments were 
finilhed* We had prepared ourfelves for waiting 
half an hour before the crowd could be fuffici- 
ently difperfed to permit the leaving our box ; 
but alas ! we had to fpend another fatiguing half 
hour in the faloon ere we could venture to feek 
our fervant in the hope of getting away. Here 
we flood furrounded.on all &des by draughts. of 
wind, and if we x attempted to get out of them 
by going into a box-, we were almoft fufFocated 
by the fraell of? exiinguiifaing, the • lamps; To 
complete the matter, when we did find the fervant, 
- , ' no 
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no fiacre was to be had, which coniiderably pn>- 
longed our torments, and when, at laft, even 
this difficulty was furmounted, we were aflkiled 
with fuch a piercing wind aixl fnow, blowing 
dire611y in our faoesas we came out of the houiie^ 
that for myfelf, poor hypochondriacal vaktudi^ 
narian as I was, I thought it would have fent 
me agaia to the brink of the grave. 

At getting into the carriage, I was pref^ted 
Nn\h a new trait of French vanity, at whieh, 
notwithftanding my ill-humour, and my frozi^n 
cheeks, I could not forbear fmiling. A Savoyard 
came up, begging fomething to drink as he. had 
procured the carriage. I told him that w4is 
done by my own fervant. He afferted to the 
contrary, when at length the lacquey confefTed 
that he did not like to dirty his ftockings, fo had 
fent the Savoyard inftead of going himfelf. I told 
him that he was very welcome to fend whom 
he pleafed, but then he muft be pleafed alfo to 
pay him himfelf. . In this he acquiefced after 
feme opp^fition, and we proceeded homewards. 

We had not gone many fteps, before we were 
flopped by a voice of complaint, when, our driver 
begged that we would permit a gentlema^i, who 
^was going to the Palais-royal asw ell as ourfelves, 
to take the fourth place in the carriage, the third 

being 
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bdsg occiifued again by. our valet. We very 
readily confented, and a well*drefied man got in, 
who with the true French eaie was acquainted 
with us in a nuuzient^ and had run over every 
poffiUe topic of converiatien in a quarter of an 
hour. 

We expreflfed a wi(h to be prefent at a 
debate in the National Aflembly. He told 
us that we could not be adositted with* 
out tickets, but as he was hin^lf a deputy, he 
ihould have very great pleafure in procuring 
them for us ; an offer which we accepted with 
many thanks. I do not even now know who 
this man was, fcMr 'tis one of my (heepifli follies 
that I never can aik any perfon his name, and I 
as little like to give my own to another. I did, 
however, give him both that and my addrefs,4md 
hope to hear' farther from him. 

Our fellow-countryman Schulz lodged in the 
very fame hotel that v^e inhabit, and is re- 
membered here, as he always will be wherever 
he goes, with kindnefs and attachment. Both 
our hoft, and the barber who had the honour of 
dreffing his hak, call him h^n en/ant, and pro« 
bably think they cMfer a great honoUr upon 
him, as a German, by giving htm fo familiar an 
appellation. 

Tin, 
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Tift, leaAer, land papef, have oftbn ^ b^n 
(lamped as money in times of neceffitjr. A't pre^- 
fent fcarcely any other money is to be feen here 
but fcraps'of paper, called afH^stt^; ftkmped with 
a head of the king. The leaft are for two hun- 
dred livres. 

• r'wfts this morning with tny banker, Monfiew 
Perregaux, to get a bill ci exttbinge for- two 
thoofand lirres difcoutttcdi 

" What fliall I do with thef^ ?" faid I, as hf 
was paying me with this new-fafhioned coin. 

'^ We have no other," laid h^, ihrugging his 
fliQi^ders. 

'' That is melancholy," faid I. 

'^ Extremely fo," be rejoined, and wiftied me 
good morning. 

I loft five per certt. m getting my paper ex- 
changed, yet to exchange it was abfolutely ne* 
ceffary, fince there are a thoufand trifling ex- 
pences below the fum of two hundred francs. 
I now underftand perfeftly what the Savoyard* 
meant, who aflailed me by dozens the other day 
in the Palais-royal, ctyxngy Fou/ez i/ous deT argent^ 

Monfieur f 
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MoHfimr f at the feme time clinking their full 
jpurfes in my ears. I thought at the time it was 
only impertinent banter. 

This daj we went to the J^oulevards to fee 
Jfi^ ^ands danfmrs du roi, who indeed are no 
dancers at all. They have fcarcely even fo much 
of the great in them as the king their mafter, and 
^ little deferve their pompous. title as* the arch- 
bishops of Chalcedonia, Tarfus, Jpppa, and 
others^ How they pame. by it heaven only 
knows, but the king can certainly never have 
(een his granJs danfeursl 

The theatre would have done fome credit to 
a little provincial town in Germany. The beft 
places were only thirty fous, about fix tiAlies lefs 
than the opera. 

** And the performance is fix times lefs ientef- 
*^ taining ?" perhaps it may be aflced. . 

To that I make no anfwen We went thither 
about half after five,, when we found a parcel of 
yei^y dirty unhealthy-looking children dancing 
upon th^ rope, which they called an entertain- 
merit, though r could jnotfind that it entertained 
any body.* jlowever, we vrill not quarrtl about 
a name V ^t is ever thus in the world at large. 

At 
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At fix the regular play began ; it was. The 
Qyjler Fijhery. Four women fcolded and abufed 
their hufbands unmercifully, often ufing very in-* 
decent language, particularly grofs and broad 
double entendre. Yet the performers played with 
an eafe, vivacity, nature, and truth, that was truly 
admirable ; and fuch as I never witnefled upon 
the mod celebrated German ftage. They were 
always ready with repartee, never hefitating, of 
wanting the afliftance of the prompter ; yet their 
wit was not pointed improperly, as is fo com- 
monly the cafe with our German performers* 
In fliort, they kept me involuntarily in a conftant 
laugh. 

I have obferVed that many of the Parifian the- 
atres have no prompter, and even where there is 
one, he does not fit -in the curfed bee-hive as 
among us, but is funk fo below the ftage ihat 
his eyes are juft parallel with it, and his head is 
entirely concealed by the lamps. I wifli the vile 
cuftom of prompting was entirely aboliflied, and 
then players would be conftrained to ftudy their 
parts thoroughly, nor would our ears any longer 
be offended with their eternal blunders and he- 
litation. Here the performers were all fo per- 
fett, and had fo completely acquired the tone of 
converfation, that all idea of previous ftudy was 

P loff. 
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loft, and they h^d exa^y the appearance pf a 
number of perfons met together, and a£tuaUy 
Gonverfmg. 

, After the Oyfier Fijkery^ was performed a littje 
piece, called I^'ahhe Cmrudin€r. It was wholly 
devoid of plot, but contained many truly comic 
fcenes, and by the perfcft eafe of the performers 
was rendered extremely pleafant. 

The entertainmenta concluded with a panto* 

mime in four afts, entitled. The Metamm^pkofos (^ 

th^ btn€V9lettt Fairy. It was a, true Italian comedy 

with a harlequin, and fatigued me exceedingly. 

The machinery was bad, the dreffes dirty and 

devoid of tafte ; and m ihort, I had (eec^ the 

fame kind of performance in a far better ftyle. lat 

Peterfburgh.in the year 1782* In fpite of the 

ridicule of my friends, i fcldom miffed the Italian 

comedy there, for I could always laugh at it 

heartily^ and J own I like a laugh, even though 

reafon may not be on my fide. The world in 

general had.no conception how any body could 

be amufed with fuch abfurdity, yet all the world 

-went, and> all laughed as well as myfelf. The 

difference was, tha^t they were aihamed toconfefc 

they found it laughable,, and I coufefled it at once 

without any fliame at alL 

', ' . >.- I return 
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i return to the grands danfmrs du roL The 
conciuiion of their exhibitions was a rery licen^ 
tious piece, called Les quatre Rendezvous^ cloGng 
with a/?/^ chamjtetrei in which thefe grands dan- 
feufs danced very vilely. Yet what better could 
be expefted for thirty fdus ? 

In the courfe of the evening two ladies of plea* 
fure ftole into the box where we were feated. 
As I have mentioned this clafs of females, I can- 
not help obferving, that during the whole time I 
was at Paris, I never faw one who could pofl^bly 
have attra£led a man with the leaft refinement 
of tafte. A (hamelefs impudence was ftamped 
upon every countenance, and the eyes in which, 
perhiaps, in the days of youth and innocence^ 
thouf^nds of lovely Cupids had played, were 
transformed into the coui^h of ficknefs and dif- 
eafe. The pallid hue their complexions had ac- 
quired from the loathfome lives they lead, was 
difgiiifed by a thick coat of paint, which at the 
fame time gave a degree of vivacity to their hol- 
-low deadened eyes. This is a true pifture of 
this ntjferable race, and I was in the conftant 
habit of feeing no inconfiderable number, fihce 
they fwaifm in the Palais-Royal. In a box oppo- 
fite to us fat one in men's clothes, but fo put on 
that (he muft inftantly be recognized as a female. 
She was in the right to w:ear this drefs, for her 

P 2 dif. 



Digitized by 



Google 



212 MY PLIGHT TO PARIS. 

difagreeable face was almoft loft in the high red 
collar to her coat. 



But to return to our companions. They feat- 
ed themfelves very coolly, and although we talked 
German, fo that they muft perceiv^e we were 
foreigners, feemed flrongly inclined to attach 
themfelves to us. One of them foon addrefled 
us, " From England, I fuppofe, gentlemen ?*' 



" Yes," anfwered my friend* 

I obferved that the lady who alked the quef- 
tion immediately began to fpeak French in a 
broken drawling manner, although fhe had pre- 
vioufly talked it with the utmoft fluency. I re- 
marked upon her manner of fpeaking, and en- 
quired the reafori of it ? 

" I aai not a French- woman, Monfieur," faid 
Ihe ; " I am a German." 

( . . 

*^ From what part of Germany ?" , I aflced. 

" From Vienna," (be replied. A humorous 
falfehood, for we had been talking German toge- 
ther for fome time, which fhe miftookforEri- 
glifli ; but i fuppbfe • ptrceiying that we were 

foreigners^ 
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foreigners, flie thought it would be a recom- 
mendation of herfelf to affiime the foreigner too. 

When we ceafed converfing with them, they 
be^n talking to each other of fuch a traiteur^ or 
fuch a reftaurateury where excellent fuppers were 
provided. This was evidently intended as an 
avis au leSeur ; I, however, went home, and eat 
my (imple apple compot very quietly in my own 
room. 

Unhappy creatures ! — ^Ah ! a man muft have 
poffefled a wife like mine, not to be difgufted 
with the whole fex from the fpecimen you 
furniflied. \ 

DBCEMBER 21. 

On this day a wretched culprit was broke 
upon the wheel in the Place de Greve. I cau- 
tioufly avoided ftirring out the whole morning, 
left my ill ftars fliould lead me into the way of fo 
horrible a fcene. 

I conftantly devote a part of every forenoon to 
the Palais-Royal, fpending it fometimes in the 
Qaffi de. dartres^ to read the German newfpapers.; 
or in.Cuffac the. bookfeller's Chop ; or among the 
bufy buttling crowd, where my ears are deafened 
by the npife of a thoufaod criers, and my eyes 

diftrafted 
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diftrafted by a thoufand elegatit obje€ls, which 
luxury, united with the love of gain, places in the 
fliop-windowis. 

We fpent the evening at Mademoifell© de 
Montanfier's theatre in the Palais-Royal. .A Kttle 
opera was perforriled in the ufual ftyle of fuch 
pieces, poor both in body arid foul ;— -that rs'to 
fay, both in mufic and dialogue. Th^ only 
comic part was a gormandizing abbe, who in a 
humorous fong complained that the ecclefiaftics 
had been deprived of their propefiy. '^Such 
ftrokes are always received with pealfe of ap-- 
plaufe. ' ' 

This little opera was followed by Le Sourdy ou 
VAuherge plein^ a comedy, or rather a farce, in 
three a£ts. Yet as a farce, it is of a fuperior 
kind, and, I think, would be well received upon 
the German ftage. In one fcene, where the 
aftion paffes in two different rooms at th^^fatne 
time, the fcenery was uncommonly well managed. 
In the front was a dining-hall, with fome fteps 
in the back ground leading to a chamber, 
about half of which was vifible through a win* 
dow into the dining-hall; a mode of building 
not unufual in old manfions. Behind this 
window a part of the a6tion was gorngpferwatds, 
conne^dwith what was paifing at the fame^ time 
2 in 
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inthefrofitraom.andhad an extremely good ef{e6t. 
At the end of this fcene the deaf man drew the 
curtain again before the window^ ^nd theii the 
ftage appeared undivided. 

I was afterwards introduced to the author of 
this piece, Monfieur des Farges. It is not yet 
printed^ but he was fo polite as to lend me his 
manufcript, of which I may very probably make 
ibme uie. 

Here again we found abundance of ladies of 
pfeafure affemhled,. who were as ufual extrertely 
icoublefbme. One of them thruft her addrefs 
into my compaiuoh's band ; Mademoif^lle AdtUid^y 
au Palais Rcyalt au mmbre ^aiu-vinps kuit^fat k 
derrure. And there Ihe may remain for me. V 

This morning I received a vifit from Madafl^ 
de Rotne, the tranOatc^* of my Jdeiaide of WM- 
fingtn* She had put her tranflation into .the 
hands of the performers at Monfieur's theatre, 
and was in daily expeSatioa of their decifion 
upon it. For my own part 1 am.. thoroughly 
convinced, that if, for the fekepf fome fcenes, the 
piece in its original form deferved to live, Fre.nch- 
ified a$ it now is, it deferyesi nothing but damna- 

tion* . !,.;.,;..:■;;. y\^-, ' ' 

Madame 
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Madame dc Rome fa^s an idea of honouring 
me farther with tranflating MtfantArofy and R0- 
J^iancc, but this alfo muft undergo a purgation. 
** An adultrefs ! — No, that will never do !~She 
" muft only be a little indifcreet !'* 



€C 



Bon /'* fay I. — ^Then there are too many 
charafters,— fome of them muft be difcarded.' 
.The General, the Old-man, and Bittermann can- 
not by any means be allowed a place in the 
French Mifantkropy and Repentance* 

That alfo might pafs ; but, befides, there are 
' not confidents enough in the play,, and flic fair 
tinandator muft fupply my deficiency. Upon 
which among the dramatis perfonsB will it be 
fuppofed her choice has fallen for filling this inv- 
portant office ? Neither more nor lefs than Maf- 
ter Peter, whom fhe thus exalts into the pivot 
on which the whole intrigue turns. He is the 
Major's confident, and the friend and companion 
of Francis, with whom he plots-^^and contrives till 
the Mifanthrope is made to dance to their pipi^a 
swid the demuiment is brought about. 

This is fine indeed ! . 

The only really fuperfluous perfon^ in my dia- 
ma, I niean Charlotte, is to be retained. Indeed 

if 
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if this plan c^ tranflation is carried into eiFedt^ 
nothiog will remain oi Mijantirofy and Repen- 
tance.^ bqt repentance in my bofom for having 
written it. If it be not faited to the French 
ftage as it came out of my hands, rather may it 
remain untranflated. 

*•* It cannot remain ascitis" — faid Madame de 
Rom^ : the French are too far removed from 
jiature to endure it. A very high eulogium on 
me, I thought within myfelf ; if on that account 
alone they deviate from the fpirit of my work. 
it ' ' . 

.,j For the reft, Madame de Rqme intenefted me 
extremely. She appears an amiable and culti- 
vated woman, and talks both much and well, 
^he.bplong^ to the party reprobated here as arif- 
tocTatic, for her hufband was an officer, and ja 
chevalier of the order of St. Louis, a man {pme- 
what advanced in years, and precipitated into 
his grave by the commotions of the revolution. 
For five days and nights flie affured me that they 
n^yer thought their lives fecure in their own 
apartment^ a iingle moment. Sometimes ^hiur 
hufband was menaced with death, fometimes the 
populace wanted to place him at thet head of a 
band of mutineers, fometimes they threatened io 
plunder and burn down the houfe. Befide^, the 

. . National 
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.Nati<>oal Aflfembly, (lie faid, had deprived her of 
a penfion ; " and not only that/' (he added with 
great eagernefs, ♦• but I muft not even retain ray 
** arms. If I want to feal a letter, I muft prefs 
" it together with my thumb/' 

I imagine that Ihe now maintains herfelf prin- 
cipaHy by writing, though her appearance was 
fmart, and not a fyllable of compkitit, or hint of 
a wifh for a(fi(lance from any other hand, efcaped 
'her lips. She affured me that (he might earn a 
great deal of money if (he would only enlift 
among the wild crew who are daily inundating 
l!he public with pamphlets againft the courts in 
-tvlwch the queen is called nothing but rexecrable 
Anteinetity and la miferahk femme du* rou Madame 
de Rom^ alfo confirmed what- 1 have mentioned 
before, that the njildeft appellation ever given 
her, is la femme du roi^ and this is confidered as 
an uncommon exertioii of forbearance. 

She prefented me with a copy of the Anecdotes 
cfjofefhilie Secetidy which (lie had tranflated, and 
af which fcarcely a hundred had been fold. She 
afcribed the ill fttccefe of this fpeculation to the 
im()rtal hatred ii^difcriminately borne here towards 
every rtiember of the houfe of Au(tria. 



By 



Digitized by 



Google 



MY FLroHT TO PARIS. 219 

By her I was informed, that a fnufF-dealer at 
Nancy has an ideaof puWiftiing a Gerlnan thea- 
tre. Woe to us poor Getrtians ! 

But iK)thing during my interview with this 
lady, pierced my bofom fa deeply as when (he 
mentioned" the lofs of her hufband. There, in- 
deed, flie touched a ftring in my heart that vi- 
brated moft feelingly in unifon with her own ; 
and yet, how much happier was ftie — ^how much 
happier was her hufband, than myfelf ! They 
bad lived together in the joys of wedlock for 
frre*and twenty years, and fhe became not a wi- 
dow till advanced m life. I poffeffed my Frede- 
ticaonly fix years, and want yet fome months 
of being thirty years old ! All the happinefs I 
can ever experience was comprdTed together 
within that fliort fpace. Ah ! why were my 
days of blifs fo feW ! — -Why did not fate referve 
fome drops of tranfport to foothe me in the 
vale of declining age ! — Since we are then once 
tfliore children, the toys of nature, why is it 
denied me to do like children with their cakes 
ahd fweetmeats, to referve the moft delicious 
morfel for the laft \ Or, fince I perhaps am to be 
early called away from a table, where for me there 
is no more enjoyment, it may be that my Frederica 
is only fummoned, firft to wait and receive me 
at the door, where I have long been ftanding, 

that 
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that I may h^ar it clofed behind me without re-' 
pinipg, nor feel top deeply the voices of my poor 
infants as theyftrive to caJJ me back. 

Oh heaven ! how the leaft <?ircumfta#ce leads 
me back to this one fata^ point ! 

Let me ! — let me return to Paris, wh?re .every 
<Hie enjoys, and no one feels ! — where every onf 
participates, yet no one fympathizes ! 

The morning vvas very 6ne, and we went. out 
to take -a walk. We paflfed. through the bufy 
tumultuous .R«^ 5/. i/(?wr/ to the Place 4e. Lorn 
quinzey and, thence to the Thuilleries. The get- 
nial mildqefst, pf the weathfir, had^ invited; jxiaoy 
' others, like ourfelves, into the air. A number 
of people w^re, reclining, beneath the. wall on 
the left hand pf th^ gardens, particularly .women 
and children, to enjoy the faint wintry, rays of 
the benignant fun. The fight was Toothing and 
interefting. I thought of the well-known horroi;^ 
committed by the Prince dp Laipbeiig on the 
very fame fpot, and could not forbear contraft- 
ing them in idea with the. tranquil fcepe be/pre 
me. It was a contraft by which the latter did not 
fuffer. 

I remem- 
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I remember once reading, but where I cannot ' 
recolleft, of a little rural cottage, which, placed 
ariiid the pompous ruins of fome magnificent 
building, deftroyed by an earthquake, makes an 
undefcribable impreflSon upon the traveller. I 
figure to myfelf that I muft have felt much the 
fame impreffion at the fcene I beheld in the 

Thuilleries. 

•I 

We went for a few moments into the inner, 
court of the palace. We found Swifs foldiers 
and National Guards every where keeping fentry 
indifcriminat^ly; yet methought they caft oblique 
glances at each othejr, like good and evil angels 
waiting together the departure of a foul, which 
both have ftretched out their arms to receive. 

On the banks of the muddy Seine we took a 
coach, and drove to the Pont neuf, to pay our de- 
votions at the ftatue of Henri quatre. iThou ex- 
cellent king ! — on thy countenance is alfo legibly 
impriiffed the excellent man!-^and the one is no 
lefe valuable than the other. 

Thence we proceeded X.6 ih^ Palais, as it is 
called, where fentence is' pronounced on crimi- 
nals. We found the court full of horfe-guards, 
and our driver faid, in a carelefs and jocofe man- 
ner. 
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ntr. On d^nnera a m pauwe diaik a dejeuner et i 
diner. 

The meaning of this was, that the court of 
juftice was about to condemn a culprit, who 
was immediately to be executed. I (huddered 
at this hardened indifference to fo awful a fcene. 
Our valet was much in the fame ftory, and 
fpoke with equal compofure of an execution as 
of dancing on the rope. 

We afcended the great ftair-cafe. I fitw no- 
thing in the Palais but what Jefus Chrift drove 
from the Jewi{h temple, buyers and fellers in 
almoft as great abundance as in the Palais- 
Royal. 

At the end of an angular gallery we at length 
found the Hall of Judgment, which we entered 
juft at the mdment when the poor criminal's 
fentence was reading. But the place was io full 
and fo hot, and the whole fcene gave me fuch ' 
an imprefTion of horror and anguiih, that I turned 
back immediately. The offender I did not fee, 
and of the judge I faw nothing but Ins Spanifh 
hat. 

Our coachman now drove us through ^he-P/^r^ 
de Greve, where the dreadful inftrument of de- 

ftry£tion. 
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flru€lion, a wheel wilh a ladder^ was alr^^djf 
prepared, and thoufands of people were crowds 
ing about it. O how rejoiced was I to turn my 
back upon this execraWy <»lfbmted. platjei 
Were I offeiied the nwft fumpjtuous ,palace io 
the wcyld in the P/a^e dtt Greve^ as a prefewt^ 
upon condition of living m it> I Ihotdd rejeft 
it with difguft and hornor. 

In the evening we wentto.the: Italian tbealreu 
A very fine room, commodious feats, vile deco- 
rations, good fi»gers, moderate a^loi^. Thof en- 
tertainmoats were. La Fatjfe Magk, aad Sargimt. 
The lirft is a fifly infuferable thing, wijth very 
iniipid mufic .by Gretry. The fecond is al& w€lU 
known in Germany- It is pleafing, and thq muik 
good, but the father of Sargines looked like a 
periwig^ma^er, and his ^air coulin Uke a /^dy 
irom the Pakisrl^yat^ ; i 

, :. • .'. , ■ III 

As ia t^e part of Sargines ijome tragic paif^gep 
occur^ we bad now a fpecimen of thi3 Freacfc 
talents in. th^ w^y. It was fitqh ^ dreadful 
fawing of the air, flpurifliing .qf^ the 5M?ffs,, hisk 
lowing, and caAqhing o/ tl|e breath, - as v^^ 
fcarcely to be endured for a momenta 

. Heavens ! , wbi^t ap iiiia^fiw^rt^l^ fhlng is 
tafte !— I could q9t.%J)fi3ir Js^gjjifl^yat alj. jhefr 

paffages. 
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parages, while the company in general wept^ 
and clappedi an^-^ried bravo ! — Acid how hap- 
pens, this \ ' The French ai^ -a diTceming people, 
and hy no meaps -wanting in- tafie ; why, then, 
do. they and we. difkv fo widely? The truth 
foems, that we. love; nature, and they art* But 
yet I cannot underftand. how it ie poifibie with 
their irritable feelings not to love nature, or 
to admire that art which does not imitate nature. 
I, for my own part, have never coniidered art as 
admirable, but in proportion as -it. approaches 
nature. I am not in the habit of writing effays, 
thocefbre Icadstnot explun tiiis matter: I only 
kQ0w that it is fo. I will next attend theT>^^tf/r^ 
de*laNaiimy to fee a tragedy, and laugh ti]l I be 
vesry* 

It i« true, that before a French public, no fen- 
tence, no fine fentiraent, no well-defcribed feel* 
ing> can be lofl. All fuch occafion burfts of 
applajufc, as a fpark dtK>pped among gunpowder, 
makes an inftant and tremendous explofion. 
Yet when I reflefted upon what I had heard in 
the morhit)g, I eouH not feel attrafted towards 
a people, who with perfeft levity could call a 
fentence of death a breakfaft, and ah exeeution 
a dinner — who might be fhaken with a word of 
fentiment, while at thef fame time a deed of hor- 
ror wa$ regarded with indifference. 

In 
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Id Sargines are many pafiages, whidh, at the 
prefent moment, have a powerful effe£t upon 
the axidienoe, aiid might be fuppofed to call 
forth a particular manlfeftation of then* fenti-* 
ments. Forinftance: U font vainer e^ fmrnxmrhr^ 
pour fan m\ From the applaufe with which thia 
fentiment was received, it might well be pre- 
fumed that every foul in the houfe was burning 
with defire to teftify his loyalty, and die for that 
king whom, in their common language, they call 
nothing but X^/[jfi^r^^0;yy/M^. . 

Among the a£lrefles was a charming young 
creature, by name Rofe Renaud* She appeared 
not more than iiKteen or feventeen yeats old, 
and had fuch mildnefs, fuch gentlenefs, fuch in* 
nocence, in her countenance, that I could not 
forbear afking my neighbour whether it were 
poffible that this expreffion was not deceitful ? 
Whether flie could really be as innocent as (he 
appeared? He aiTuced me flue was fo, and lin* 
clined to believe him, how improbable foever it 
might appear, efpccially as my belief was much 
ftrengthened by her modefl: carriage and demea<- 
nojw upon the ftage. She feemed to feel an nn" 
common degree of timidity, and it was not till 
after abundant applaufe and encouragement from 
the audience, with whom (he appeared a great 
favourite, that her voiee loH the tremuloufnef» 

Q her 
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her apprehenfions had o\:ca(ioned. This ^ffi- 
deqoe, I think, fpeak;s a yet uncorrupted heart, 
and I put up my prayers to heaven that it may 
eiver remain lb ! If it be poffible on a French 
(lage, may the allurements of feduftion never 
acquire any influence over her, but may (lie 
continue to turn with difguft from the poifiwiqd 
cup of voluptuoufnefs ! Her voice is fo flexible, 
fo ibft, fo free from all (training, that her fmging 
makes &a y'refiftible impreflion upon the hearty 
but flie is little or nothing of an a^refs, 

. My companion was perfeftly enchapted with 
her. He could talk of nothing elfe when we re- 
turned homo, and in the middle of Ae nigjit 
fuddenly ftarted up to write down a quatraine on 
this lovely young creature^ to which his br^n 
had juft given birth. 

fiECEMBBR 13. 

The new-born oflPspring was this morning fent 
to Mademoifelle Rofe. She received it with 
a fmile, and I fhpok my head. It feemed but 
another of the clouds of incenfe by which her 
virtue is daily encompafTed, and which will per- 
haps (lifle it at laft. 

I had fent for a taylor to make me a fuit of 

clothes. He kept his hat on all the time he was 

5 with 
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with tne, fans ceremnie^ and 'tbe ccx:kade in it 
feemed to cry aloud> fVe are aH itpial. 

The evening hours were whiled ftway at Ihe 
Variitis Amujmjss. It is the handfomeft tfi^atre 
i have feen. Every thing about it difj^layfe 
tafte and elegance. The performers, howevei*, 
were much below my expectation. The play 
was The Two Figaros, a pretty, but very intrigu- 
ing piece, the Author of which is a member of 
the theatre at Bourdeaux. It is, properly fpet^k- 
ingj a critique upon Beaumarchais' Figaro, who 
is. reproached, that with all his ingenuity he 6nly 
drives to over-reach fuch poor ftupid mortals as 
Count Altpaviva and Ttoftor Bartholo!' In this 
piece, on the contrary, Figaro himfelf, notwith- 
ftariding a]) his cunning, \% repeatedly outwitted 
by tl^ okher Figaro, as €t -difguifed cherubim. 
The after-piece was UEnrSlemiHt SuppoJ^.khK^' 
neyed fubjeft, void of wit, humour, or fpirit. 

As this was over by half paft eiglity atUd it was 
yet too early to return home for the night, my 
companion and I agreed to go and walk for a 
while in the fplendidly-illuminated arcade of the 
Palais-Royal. Every part was throtiged with 
company. The criers bawled, the (hops glit- 
tered, the politicians talked at full gallop, the 
Q 2 young 
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young men ogled/ and the ladies of pleafurc 
plucked people by the fleeve. 

1 now firft became fully acquainted with the com- 
plete fliameleflhefs of the latten They were all Co 
uncommonly dreffed, that the loweft among thiem 
might have been miftakenforaladyof falhion. Two 
really pretty looking young girls, who were walk- 
ing together arm in arm, followed us about with 
unwearied affiduity, and would fain have made 
a partie quarree with us. In hopes of getting rid 
of fuch a troublefome purfuit, I told one of them 
that her companion was not handfome enough. 

** But,'' faid fhe, " her figure is very fine." 

While we were engaged in this parley, a third 
thruft herfelf in, and whifpered in my ear, "Will 
" you not come and fee me?" 

The other two were extremely offended at this 
intrufionj and one of them drawing up her head, 
faid, " How, Madam! do you think to rob us of 
" our gentlemen?" 

To put an end to this contention, we contrived 
to flip in among the crowd, and leave all three in 
the lurch. 

A fourth, 
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A fourth, who had doubtlefs heard us fpeak 
German, how preffed forwards, and purfued us 
with the word Deutfch^ Deutfch*^ which (he had 
probably by fome means caught up, and pro- 
nounced with a very droll jaccent. 

A fifth, at laft, who feemed to have known 
my companion at the theatre, a poor unhappy 
creature fcarcely fixtecn, but very lively and ani- 
9iated, preffed us fo earneftly to fup with heri 
which we underftood perfeftly was to be at our 
own coft, that at length we determined to dc- 
Qept the invitation, for the fake of fpeculating 
upon the mode of life purfued in thefe abodes of 
wretchednefs and depravity. As we were two, 
fhe would fain have gone in queft of a companion 
to make up the partic quarree, but this we would 
pot hy any 'means permit. 

She conducted us up a ftair-cafe in the Pa- 
Jais-Royal, to her habitation, which was in a very 
neat apartment. And here a pew conteft arofe 
upon our account. It happened unluckily, that 
Mademoifelle Adelaide, who had fo kindly given 
my companion her addrefs, was her next neigh- 
bour, and having by fome means difcovered our 
vifit, fhe infifted that it was defigned for her, 
but our young creature had decoyed us away, 

* German, Gefmafh 
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Qfk dur jtarmuouflf imtniauAiDg the contrary, 
Alt ffseftedat Uiaft deteemiiled to snake one at 
the fuppef^ Imt wt being w^ finnly refblv^d 
a^tpft iti we atkft feni lier avrajr^ muttering and 

extremely difcontented. 

miB/mme de chambre broughl ns a bill of fare 
firoBot th^ nftMr^eur^ and we defired our damfel 
tadioofe h^r entertalntnent. SSie was moderate 
eiimirgb to order only four diibes^ an apple smpoi, 
> the u^id wine. 



Ar we Were fitting round the fire^ I could not 
ibrbea^ tefiefiifig opon the (ingularity of the circufiEH 
fiamcesin which I was placed. I was in the apart* 
i!»tttof a ladyof pkafure, with no other view but 
lofpecfiltile upon the habits and manners of one of 
thefe beings, in a country where I was a ftrangcr, 
nor was it poffible for other feelings to be awak- 
ened in my boforti* * H^ who has loved as I 
have, iaf^fe, though affailed by a Lais or a 
Phryn6. If I but turned one thought towards 
my Fred€Tica, how difgufting did eyery thing 
appear around me ! No, beft of wives ! even in 
this fituation I harboured not a thought unworthy 
of thee! 

It may appear ejttr aordiriary, yet it is nevcrthe- 
lefs true, that my ideas of wedded conftancy are 

now 
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now ftill more enthu&iftie*thitti forrncrlyi TM 
chartns of H'bveljr wife have maide me mfenfH^ 
to ftli ^her alluremecits. Drath has iftd^red torn 
ufi afunder^ but I am tKst: tbe fefs her lovter, my 
heart remains wholly occupied by the finne 
romantic paffion that I felt in the firft moments 
ofouracquafeitance, and to Iciofc on wiy other 
ofajG£l butwithieyesof iitdifferenoe would be^ in 
my ideas^ the height of criminality* In a. wtordi 
the flame that fix years ago made me oft<9^<^ 
happy, often perhaps fo foolilh, Gontimjea.to buiafc 
with undimintftied ardour. Oh ! it is not in niy 
pdW^it'to defcribe what were my f5peJi^gs^on 
tfei* eve»ing*> but they were truly lKmoticablo> 
and I can defpife thofe who twift their mouihs 
inid a iheerirhen they hear of my vifitmg the 
apartments of. one of thefe poor abandoned fo* 
m^lee; Perhaps they might not themfeivcifc have 
femained there with the fame ptirity of heart 
that I did, and confequently could not have 
acknowledged the vifit with a like confidence* - 

The poor creature told us her ftoryj which* 
whether true or falfe, I here relate in her own 
words. Anold coxcomb, fhe faid, had ftolen her 
away from her parents at Verfailles, and kept 
her confined at Paris, but without doing her any 
iHJary.^ Growing weary of this life, fhe contrived 
to make her efcape, and taking the name of 

Madame 
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Madame deVtnccnnes, had lived ever fiuce by 
her own iriduftrjr, if it can be called living, 

■ wheh^y her -own confeffion flie was often with* 

' out ^ fbtis in her packet, and was always in 
6dbt to her femme de ckambre, or bonne as fhe 
fbmetimei called her. The common routine of 

' th^ day was, that fhe breakfafted and dined in 
bed; ^hen got up and drefFcd herfelf, talked over 
Yi^r bonneXiW fhe procured from her ^ijietit ecu io 
go to fom^ fpeRuc/e, after v^rhich fhe repaired to 
her ufual promenade in the arcade of the Palais- 

' Royal. ' I really was fomewhat interefled by this 
unhappy young creature, fince fhe feemed to be 
of a naturally good difpofition, and kiud*hearted. 

The fupper came. Madame de Vincennes 
did nbt eat with much appetite, fhe probably 
was not accufbcmied to regular meals. We 
foon after laid a little prtfent upon her chimney- 
' piece, and retired. I never repented having made 
this viflt, fince it was a perfeSly novel fcene to 
me, but I could not eafily be induced to wafle 
time again in fuch a way. 

DECEMBER 24. 

This morning we received a vifit from the Al> 
h6 de R-^— , the gentleman who had offered to 
procure us tickets* of admiffion to the National 
AfTembly. * He had an uncommon number of 

(jueflions 
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queftions to alk of u$* In France^ be was »per* 
feftlyat home, but with the true Frencl^.e^Qtifin^ 
feemed totally ignorant of every thipg beyond 
his own country. France was, in hi^^, ideas, the 
kingdom of ieaven, and Paris the central point 
of all that was defirable in that kingdom^ .Ruf- 
fia feemed to him as perfe£l a terra, incogmhi as 
to me is Prefter John's country. . JHe fupppfed 
Livonia to be a part of the PoUfli dominions, 
and believed that travellers in Ruffia caxried a 
compafs in the winter, as a guide througli^thc 
fnow. Probably he fuppofed the villages t^ be 
buried in fnow above the chimneys^ apd that it 
was no uncommon thing to tie a horfq tP-th^ top 
of a church-fteeple, like Baron Munchaufen, 

As I was turning over fome books, in CuiTac's 
ihop about noon, an old Qian upwards of eighty 
came in, whofe feet, it is true, feemed no lon- 
ger to afford him much fervice, but whofe 
countenance befppke perfeft cheerfujnefs and 
good-humour. Cuflac expreffed great pleafure 
at feeing him fo cheerful. *^ Oh!" faid he, " I 
" have experienced many troubles in the courfe 
** of my iife, but I never felt remorfe." 

I was pleafed with this anfwer, and on en- 
quiry afterwards learnt that he was Monfieur 
de la Place, author^ or rather tranflator, of a vo- 
luminous 
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lianinQiis cdleftion of romances and other writ* 

But, indeed^ if what Cuffac told me were true, 
he might fairly be called an author. This was, 
thftt he had fo mi|ch improved Tom Jones in 
his^tranfiation, that it had been re-tranflated from 
that into Engliih* I could hot forbear fmiling^ 

A&tt flaying about a quarter of an hour, 
Momfieuf de la Place was quitting the fliop. He 
Ittd already got the door in his hand, when fud- 
4eidy turning round as if ibme new idea occurred 
%^<him in the inftant, '< Give me pen and ink," 
}^ faid, " to write down an impromptu.'* 

The pen and ink was brought, and he produced 
^. following quatrainef which I tranfcribed as 
iamk as he was gone. 



PtfQf qtie de detix parties ks noms mlcux entendtis 
Dans I'ltflt difife peuvetft moins t/oubler Tordre, 

Les ^ra^h font cetix qui fureiit trop niordviSi 

Et ks enrageans ceux qui voudroient encore mordre. 

* That the two parties' titles well expfain'cf, 

' May kfs divi£ons in the itate excite, 
;j TV. i$c€pt^4 are.i^ofe >|rbo. were ^oo tightly reined, 

Th' incenfer^ thofe who'd rein them ftill more tight. 

h.tJ .'i . • . . 
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Ewagh and enrageam (hcmfid ^nd htiMfits/i * 
is well known, are the nick-names given *d 
the two reigning parties that at prefent divide 
France* 

Among the q0ckes <yf to-day were two that 
particularly at traded my fiotke« OnH W^ a^ (tih 
lows : 

^* A young man, about thirty years of age,' of 
" good family, but conftrained by circutnftance* 
/^ to retire to a pleafant country-fituation, at tl» 
*'diftanceof a league from an agreeable town^ 
" Md about twenty leagues from Paris, upon 
" an income of a hundred louis's, wifhes U^ 
** aiTociate himfelf with a female of good educa- 
** tion, and with a fortune of about half»hii 
*' own, who would be willing to pafs hef ddyi 
" with him, [not in the way of mawifltge^ dniy 
" as a companion. An anfwer is requefted 
" in the Mercure de France^ 

Are theft thd general ideas bf the FreiicK 
upon the fubjeft of marriage ? or is this only th^ 
caprice of a (ingle individual ? If the fonner, I 
muft deteft fuch a licentious people, if the latter, 
I pity the mifguided young man. Butfuppof- 
ing he be really in head and heart a man, and 
feould meet with a gentle amiable creature, 

willing 
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willing to live with him upon the propofed terms, 
I prophefy that in a year flie will become his 
Wife. He may fet out upon this plan, to try 
her temper, and whether they can live happily 
together, and fhe may confent to his wiihes to 
gain herfelf an intereft in his heart, till by de- 
grees they will grow accuftomed to each other, 
become warmly attached, and unable tp live 
afunder. It is abfurd to talk of pofleffion 
weakening love. He who ceafes to love after 
pofleffion, never has really loved at all. Love 
is the regular food at the table of Hymen, enjoy- 
ment but a glaf$ of wine or a fweetraeat, which 
pay be pleafajut^ but Qan well be difpenfed with, 

Yet after all, fuch an advertifement proves 
inconteftably that an unbounded ligentioufnefs 
feigns among the people, fince they dare thus 
publicly to avow fentiments militating fo ftrongly 
^gainft gpod morals. It was not a little curious, 
that in the very fame affiche was an article of 
a fimilar kind, only with this difference, that 
the man, who gave himfelf out as trh age^ 
wanted a well-educated young woman as a com- 
panion and houfekeeper ; hi^ meaning was not, 
however, enveloped in fo thick a veil, but th^t it 
\Yas very plainly to be underftood. 

Another article, which I cannot give at fuU 
length, contained a moft afre£ling anecdote, and 

on 
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t)n that account alone I have alluded to it. Among 
other effefls produced by the fever of liberty; it 
has occafioned many pieces to be brought for- 
ward upon the ftage, which before were neg- 
le£led, and fcarcely even known. On the Theatre 
de la Nation^ formerly the Theatre Frangots, in paf^ 
ticular, fcarcely is the reprefentation of any thin^ 
endured, excepting of tragedies that have fonie 
reference to revolutions, and that place tyranny 
and fanaticifm in an odious light. Brutus, PTil^ 
Ham Telly the Death of Ctefar, the Deliverance of 
Romey and Jean Calas, are repeated night after 
night with thunders of applaufe. The tragical 
hiftory of the latter has, indeed, within a (hort 
time, been brought before the public in every 
poffible form. 

But while the ftage refounds with the name of 
-Jean Galas, the people are not aware what ago- 
nizing wounds are thus torn open. The poor 
widow of this unfortunate man bias, for the laft 
fifteen years, lived, together with her two daugh- 
ters, io the Rue PoiJfoHniirey at Paris. She has ne- 
ver laid afide her mourning fince the lofs of Ker 
huiband, nor has ever wound up the clock that 
flopped on the day of his death. \Vhenever 
a fentence is proclaimed in the ftreets, the maid 
always haftens down to the criers to beg of thepl 
not to proclaim it within hearing of that houfe, 

fince 
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fince l^e found always throws her poor miilrefi 
into afwoqq. 



I was inexpreflibly alFefted by thU anecdote, 
Nevrer would I be prefent at the rcprcfentatioii 
of Jean Galas. It is impofliWe fpr any thing to 
increafe the impreffion • made upon xne by the 
£ngle» fimple cirgumftance, that the widow has 
never wound up the clock that flopped on the 
day. of her hufband's death. 

But though not to fee the performance of thfe 
popular tragedy, I went in the evening to the 
Theatre de h Nation. I found it a very fplcndid 
building. Brutus^ and Le Reveil d'Epitaenide a 
Paris, were the pieces performed. I entered the 
houfe fomewhat unwillingly, but left it very well 
fatisfied. Not' that the performers difippointed 
my expeftation^ in their fawing the air, fioij- 
irilhing their arms, and catching their voices, 
but bccaufe I bad ap opportunity of witnefling 
., the unconftnained burfts of feieling of a whole 
j^tion, and becaufe I can never hope again to 
benr fuch bold things repeated on wy ftage. 

The laft obfervation principally refers to the 
»fter-piece» fipcexnany paflages in Brotus that 
were extremely applauded were only ftrikiog 
from their application. Let me beg my readers^ 

patience 
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patience while { enumerate fome of thofe iSbkt 
appeared the i»oft popular. 

Deftru6^eurs des tyrans, vous, qui n'avez pour nSs^ 
Que les dieux de Numa, vps vertus» et nos loix ! 

Ye patriots, who no other kings obey. 

Save Numa's gods, your virtues, and our laws ! 



Nous avons fait, en hn rcndant hommage, 
Scrment d'obeVflance, ct aon point d'efclavage. 

The oath we took, when we our homage paid him. 
Was of obedience, not of flavery. 



Sous un fceptre de fer, ce peuple abattu, 
A force de malheurs, a repris fa vertu. 

Beneath an iron yoke this people cruili'd, 
Their virtue, through misfortune, have refum*d« 



• Je porte en raon cceur 



La liberty gravee et les rois en horreur. 

Within my heart the name of liberty 

I bear engravM, and Kings I faoid in horror. 



Sols toujours un heros !— -fois plus, fois citoyen ! 
Be a hero fiill !<-- be more, a citizen I 



Arr^tcr un Romain fur de limples foup^ons ! 
C'efta^ en tyrans! 

Arreil a Roman only on fufpicion ! 
That were to a^ as tyrants i 



Dieux! 
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The two following paflages had a very diffe- 
fentefie6l upon the auditoce ; tKe ifecond nearly 
proved the occafion of a tumult. 

Qudl homme eft £in» erreur» et qatl m fans foiblefle I 
£fl-ce k vous de pretendre au droit de Ic punir ? .. i 
Vous, n6s tous fcs fujcts, vous fkits pour obeir > 
tfn- fils ne t Hfftat point contre un cdiijiable pei'e, ' 
B detoume lesyeux, k plaint, et le revere. 
Les droits des fouverain* font Us xnolns precieux ? . • 
Koiis fommesleursenfans^ leurs juges font les dieux. 

What man is free from eiror ? or what king . r . . . 

Exempt from weaknefs ?— Is it then for you 

l*^aflumc the right of punifliing his faultk > 

YoUf bom hit lbbjeft% made but to obey him ? 

No fon takes arms agjiinft a guihy father; 

He mourns his failings, yet refpe^s the prent. 

And (hall a fovVcign's rights be deem'diefsfacrerf?* * 

His cbiUren.we, his judges are the gods. 

Scarcely was the aSor allowed to finifli this \, 
fpeech, or the following, which fet the pow.der 
into.ayet more violent explofipn. . 

Kome «[ chang6 de im, et fdns le joug des grands, 
Pofif un roi. qu'^Ue avoiti a tjouv^ cent tyrans. 

Rome liai bat changed its bondage^ and beneath 

Tbe. yokt of nobles* finds that for one king. 

She crouches now before a hundred tyrants* . ' 

At 
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At thefe words ibme flmB«|f loyoiltlbafi; the. i^ 

cond tier of boxes^ morerbpld th^4^6eV<^jla(>>» 
ped vehemently. The whole pit was in com- 
motion in an inftant, every one rifing up, hiifing^ 
and exclaiming, ak que ctla eft bit^l AH eye? 
were turned immediately to the fpot whence the 
clapping was heard, with menaces^ execratipps,. . 
knocking, and ftamping. The players flopped 
to wait the event, and by degrees the ftorm blew 
over ; For how could a fingle offender ^ diftin- 
guiflied among fuch a crow4 ? > and that he w^) 
fingle was very plain from the found. Happy 
was it for him that none df his neighbours be-^ 
trayed him, fince, if difcovered, he had doubtlcfs 
expiated his folly, for folly it was, not fpirit of 
oourage, i la lantei^ne, withoiit having .i?eo4^^?4 
any fervice to his (hadow of a monarch. 

After fuch a proof of republican jealoufy, xxOk 
one ventured to take notice of any paiTstgc that 
was not orthodoxly democratic. Yet 'tis furely 
hard that this intolerance fhould prevent the 
company in the boxes, who by paying their mo- 
ney, have purchafed the privilege of deiivering 
their free opinions, from teftifyiAgrth^ir appr^r 
batipn or difapprobation of ilriking ipaif«ge$y 
when tjie gentlemen in the pit affume a right of 
clapping or hiffing at pleafure till their hands and 
throats are fore. * 

R 'Tis 
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• 'Tis truly laiiglpal)A& %o w$ tbs^J fthft French, 
who have fp little of the Romaain tl^eiBj ihpuld 
umformly apply to themfelves .what U (aid of 
that great people. Every foldief pf .th€l jwtipnal 
guard now believejs hi^ifelf a Titus, and f^s.a 
3rutus in each deputy to the natiimal afljen;ibly. 
At the words, / 

Be a hero ftill !— be more, a C}t)2en! 

not a taylor's heart but palpitates in his bofim,^ 
delighted to find that 'tis fo eafy to be a hejo^- 

Enough of Brutus 1-— — only word mote .. upon 
the performance of the piece. It. was complej^eJy 
French. Brutus fcreamed fo beyond all bounds 
that he. wo.unded my ears deplorably. Tilf » had 
much to recommend him ; a pleafiag yet; manly 
voice, which, in many places, affefted roe ex- 
tremely. He was very fuccefsful in. e^t^preflioiis 
of the great or the noble, but his paflioa wa& 
caricature. The good TulJia looked too iQiioh 
like an own fifler of the lafciyious Tarquin, jwd 
Porfenna's ambaffador had that ab^iinabJCj jje- 
r^ke-maker phyfiognomy, and thofe peiuke-majker 
graces and airs fo common among French a£hors, 
and which accord fo ill with the, plumed hetoet. 

The coftumc was obferved with tafte ^and ac- 
curacy — though this muft be underftoodoniy with 

regard 
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with the purple ftripe was trtiiy Roman, as well 
as the falhion of his hair and beard. His fhoes 
aftd' ftocklngf* onl^, and his fnubbed nofe, re- 
ifiittded me that he WaS Monfieur fuch an-one. 
Valerius PUblicola united to his Romrlh drefs 
fuch a true ancient Roman countenance, as re- 
prefented upon gems, that this was a much more 
complete deception. As to the fenators, the 
Kirtors; tbfr pbpulkce, and the reft, I have nothing 
to T^ 'sboMt theili, excepting to remark u()on 
the foHy of fpehdirtg a great deal of money in 
^eftiri^ u^ k p?ay, stfid then rendering the whole 
*e!*pe!ftfe nfugatory, by faving in a few trifles. 

• When th^ curfkih dr6w up, and exhibited 

'the' Roman fenate fc'afed in full afiembly, on 

^heariAg the Words, DeJiruHeurs des tytanSy I could 

^*W6t help looking round upon thefe magrianimous 

herofes, whofn I Found mdeed in one uniform 

tt)ga, but with their hair finely be-frizzed and 

tie-powdered, white cotton ftockings, and red 

ffippt?rs^ There was an end of all deception at 

once ; I thought of the famous pi£lure of Dido 

' upon the funeral pile, with her courtiers ftartding 

•round in Spanifli hats. 

' But to proceed to the after-piece, Epimenides 
awaking at Paris. A fliort Iketch of the plan of 

R 2 this 
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thi> little comedy may perhaps not be unenter- 
taining to the reader. 

The fcene is in a walk in the Thuilleries^ 

Ariftus relates to his daughter Jofephine, that 
Eplmenides, after having lived for a time, always 
falls afleep for a hundred years, and then waives 
again to a new life. " By this means,*' he adds, 
.^* hie has been a fpeftator of all the revolution^ 
*' in tKe ftates of Greece and Rome, and has 
*^ often witneffed alfo, in France, how the ^i^o- 
^ ii^rch aix;! the great men have, vyith unbridled 
**^pow^r and licentioufaefs, opprefled the people, 
" and tranipled them underfoot.. He faw how 
" Louis quatorze made his fubjefts the flaves of 
•** his fame, and yet, while evgry thing was fa- 
" crificed to that phantom,, how artfully he con- 
•^ trived to make himfelf idoli?ed by a people, 
" of whofe mifery he was the author. This 
" Epimenides,'* he continues, " will foon awake^ 
*^ arid behold lefs oftentation but more, truth ; 
•' .will behold vanity and folly ,dreffed in their 
^l mourning weeds, and the people at length 
'^ corifidered as of fome account." 

Epimenides foon appears, and exprefles his 
fatisfaftion at contemplating orice more the gar- 
. den planted for the great Louis^. " Pity,'* faid 
he, ^* that the monarch fliould prefer the gloomy 

" palace 
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" palace of Verfailles to this pleafant and fmiling 
" abode." 

Ariftus anfwers, that a fucceflbr of the great 
Louis, now the idol of France, has come to live 
there among his people ; that his prefence has 
difFufed peace and happinefs among them ; that 
he is furrounded bjr no foreign guard, but that all 
things in the nation had aiTumed a new face. 

The ttiouts of the audience at this paffage, 
almoft overpowered the voice of the fpeaker, 
and the cry of encore t encore ! refounded fo from 
all parts of the houfe, that he was obliged lo re- 
peat it again. 

Epimenides then aflcs, ** whether all abufes had 
" been reformed ?'* 

Ariftus anfwers with hefitation, and a fhrug 
of the fhoulders, ^^ Many." 

Epimenides. ** The courtiers, then, have adopted 
•* a different fyftem ? — Doft tliou not deceive 
"me?" 



mm! 



Here was a grand exclamation of non ! wm ! 

Ariftus. 
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Arijtui. ^ A wife monarch doda p0t'taii« i$«un* 
" fel of his courtiers." 

Efiimmdcs. " Of the p^rUament, t ftip^i^5" 

>jtf«a. *^ Not fb, neither/' ' 

Ejiim^des. ^ Qf whom Aen?'* 

Arijhs^ " Every honeft man is now his counfellor, 
^ for each province feiids its ^ipUties to thej0<jurt. 
" Yet ^11 things caamot be completed in a moment. 
^ Many people have played very (hameful parts ; 
^* bat that is paA; and the beavf ii« begin to look 
^'brighter around us. Who, , therefore, would 
** think more of the ftorm ? At prefent, all goes 
*' on well; the &te people love and obey their 
" king, and he reveres the laws/* 

A long and loud thujider of applavife fucoeed- 
ed this fpeech. 

In the feventh fcene^, (Iptm^ides exprefies his 
furprize that the news-rwriter, Qorgi, not having 
the fear of the Baftille before his eyes, Ihould 
' venture to put forth falfe intelligence. How 
'great' i& hk afloniOn^^t, when h^ Warns that 
this fortrefs is levelted with the ground ! " How!" 
he exclaims, " thofe walls lafed, which the 

" great 
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*^ great Conde. \befieged three aioritii^ in 
« vain ?" 



Jof^phine anCwers him very fmartly, " We 
** order thefc things better now ! two Or three 
^ hours are fufficient for the purpofe. A num- 
*' ber of brave citizens took upon themfelves 
" the talk of freeing the nation from that abode 
** of horrors-^that receptacle for the vengeance 
f^ dl tyrants^ the fufpkion of miniiters^ wd. the 
^f ca^H'i^ofmiftrefles/' 

The eighth fcene is very curious. Ma^me 
JBiK>chure is felling various papers and handbills, 
no longer fongs and like produ£lion5, hut all poK- 
itics — nothing but politics. — Epimenides enquires 
after the (;elebrated poet oi his time, Moliere ? 

Madame Brochure. ^* Oh, his day is entirely 
^'. gone by." 

Epiniemdes. '* How i are fuch admirable writ- 
** ings no longer efteemed ?" . % ■ . 

Madame Brochure. *^ His plays are fpmetimes 
'* permitted at the theatre. But thofe are always 
^* confidfered as meagre days." 



EpimeHtdes. ** But Corneine"" 



Madame 
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MaJapfU Si^it^e. '* Btzytn (o'rbiiV^ ' ' 

Efiimenides. ^ Racine"-^— 

Madame Rrochure. •* U no longer ifead. Bvei^ 
**^*^t)tlify has its peculiar folly. PoMen ycary lb* 
*^ Eticydopedia was all the rage"— ^ • • 

' 'JofepMfte. ^ To Which fijcceedcd chymiftr jr, and 
^* at length a whole train of oeconomifts app^red 
** in the ftate, but no oeconoray. Now politics 
**have their turn, every one affifts in conducing 
^* the iniportant bufinefs of governraferit; arid^civen 
f^ the toquette has the Rights of MUn lying upoi 
« her toilette/* 



In the tenth fcene', Monfieur Rafrure, ex-ccnfbr 
to the king, appears, whofe pfece has been 
abolifhed and nb'penfion allowed him, ^itrluch 

-^hattirally fets him very niuch at viti^idtieewith 
the new Order of things. He is advifed td en- 
deavour to' get into fuch or fuch' a fervict. Hiefe 

^he rfeje6te, and at length confeflfesi lhat> though 
l^^ itiay perhaps have condemned Voltaire or 
Jean Jacques, he never m his life could write. 
' • •- ' ■ '. ■-. . -i ..- . . ,. , • 

•• How ! and what sdid you do then ?" it was 
aiked. 

'' ' I* Con* 
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*' Condenai^V he feeiplws, an^run^offe ; ' 

Epimenides obferves, that lue thinks, t^e.ig^bo 
lition of the cenforfliip a very great benefit to the 
npitKm. ^' It has aofw/ered 09.;0|bifrr purp^fe/' 
fays. h«f ;" but tp furround the king with pjifer 
". rable mutes. It has- bqen the iDftrumeqtj of 
*' tyrants for chaining the powers of the mind, 
" that the. niultitu4€i might be the njoce e^fily 
f' oppreffpd-!' -: ^ 

In the fourteenth fcene, a nobleman. appeal^ 
meeting a farmer^ whom he a(k«, why he is cc^e 
to Paris? whether he has a fuit to carry on ? . 

*^ Oh yes!*' the farmer replies, " the united 
.5! peaiaqtiy of. France have been carryii^ on a 
^^ great fuit, which,, heaven be praifed I they have 
f^, igmuQ^, We were formerly ftupid and igpip- 
:ff i^cvt.ds beafts^ the firongeft had made^the h^s^ 
f'> and we were compelled to fubml^ to t^he Ipit 
;** |i»d bridie^ the Lord knows .why? . Bfit.B$r?«r 
^?' 'tbioga are otberwife. . We refp^ft the ..wprtl^y 
*' DQbleman who is affiduous tp pipippte ptir 
" happihpft, aijid labour for, him ^iiyqgly, b^t 
" we will not be trampled under foot by a fcoun- 
^^ dfiel. We we jyot igpflranf, pf i tbe^i paturaj 
f' rights of man;". , . !>j^ 

The 
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' The noW*i*ati-rtt«i*«, tliat to ht«iAAllow 
felk m that way, it IJiould fecm as if afl men 
were equaK -Fc^rrntelrly France wd^ a^oqatry 
Worth Hvfhgf in. Th6' m^r^ttls bdwed^ to the 
duke, the courtier to the 'marquis, the odotiftry 
nobleman to the courtier, and fo on in regular 
*g#ad4*ien. He conclftde§ witli thd refoiation of 
IfcefeJftg fome corner in the wide World, whtere 
the tafte for flavery ftiH fburifces in fttit V%bur, 
and if no fuch fpot could be found, as a \%(t te- 
feurcQ he muft throw himfelf into the next 
river. ' • 

In the fixteenth fcene, a finging Abbe warbles 
forth a lamentable ditty upon (he lofs of his be- 
nefice, and declares thatj contrary to his* incli- 
nation, he had bec^ conlb^ned ta m^ke. Ike na- 
tion the lieirs of his wealth, even during his life. 
-^ For my parr/' be proceeds, *^ I can live upon 
P any^ tUing, bit what wilt become of thofe who 
^ wene mfSnlaiaed at my expence. I havd al- 
^ way$ fupportfid fufermg beauty,' and. gawe a 
.i^'tht>€Uand dollars inontbly to my poor jfemale 
:H?nrdlHlitina.'^. 

B\HtarMtti *^ To Jroor female telatioi»? Why 
«to them only? Whymigbt lAt 'Aofe of the 
•* other fex (hare your bounty?" 
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, ,Jke Akk4. " IbavcnQJr^tetiQnS'iaw two fair 
*^ cpufips, lovely ainiablf orplpiaos. And what ag» 
f^ f mvates the diftrefc of qur order i^^ that imhite 
f^ourmowy is tafeea away, oyr d^tie$ rcmam 
« the fame." 

D'Haf court. ^' But, my good fir, every raak has 
^^ ^cperienced a change ; 'tis biiU jud tbor^^re 
** that the ecclefciftics"--*— 

The ^bi. f* With all my heart, if the procet^ 
" had only been reverfed." 

D'Harcourt. ^^ MhoyfY' 

Th Abk4. ^' If they bad r^Iea&d Uft from !our 
*' duties, and left us. our money/* 

In the feventeenth fcene, a dancing^mafier hi* 
ments^ the decUne of bis bolinefs. ^^ France is 
♦* degenerated," he exclaims iti deCpair ;: >^ the 
'* people no longer- dance, they writel.thsy 
" write !— Every body isnow a foldi6r^aiid«evtfn 
*' the young courtiers are become fistefmen. 
♦^ How many men are loft to the noWe art of 
*^ dancing I all my friends have token refuge 
*^ among the Sarmatiaos!'* ; 

Nota-bene. My worthy countrymen in Germany 
aiQthe people honoured with the title of Sarmatians. 

•^ Among 
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*' Among the ariftocrats,"* He proceeds, " were 
** my bcft fcholars — and they,^ alas! are com- 
•* pelled to fly/' He concludes with announcing 
an enteAairiment, accofdinff to the fafliion of the 
tinies, a national ballet, which he is going to 
prepare — and then dances off the ftage. 

• • D^Hfu'rcourt'obferres on this, that times will be 
better. He confefles, that through the preffure 
oF circumftances, the cheerfulnefs and amiable 
urbanity of the French have for the laft five or 
fix months been fomewhat baniflied from the 
nation, but declares that he has no doubt ot their 
being foon reftored in full perfefilioh, 

I indeed could not hejp fecretly alking myfelf, 
why he confined it to within five or fix months, 
and only allowed them to he fomewhat hknifhed. 

' In the eighteenth fcen6, a furious clemodrat 
appears, who thutiders vehemently, againll. all 
criftocrat^^ncj even fiifpeQs Epimenides oFplan- 
:ning a confpiracy. He is. told that Epimenides 
has beeti afleep for a hundred years, " Sfo much 
*^ the worfe," he exclaims impatiently.. " JJe 
*^ nuift thfefi have lived linder Louis the Grreat, 
" whofe court was not popular ^ and who knows 
** but he may be even a feciret emiffary.**^-^ — -" 
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** From the other world," Jofcphine xepUes, 
with a farcaftic fmile. 



■^ Hold!** cries Ariftus, « thefe eternal >f'^ 
*^ picions fumifli evil-minded perfons with pre- 
•• tences to feoff at the laws/ arid give them but 
^^ too plaufible reafon to exult in thofe difgrace- 
•* fill afiiions at which France will long .have 
•• caufe to blufli. tiberty does not give us a. 
*' right to affront our neighbours, nor muft its 
^' kbilfes be confounded with the thing itfetf." 



In this fcene many other good things were , 
faid, to which 'tis much to be wiftied that the. 
French may pay attention. 

In the twentieth fcene, appear an, officer and 
two fpldiers of the national guvd... 

Efimemdes. " What do thefe pedple want ?'': 

Arifius. '^ You defired them to be fent for." 

Ejtimemdes. ** Heaven forbi^i J J^wap^^^^ , 

1 ' • . ' ' .. ''...-'' 

Tha Taylor. « Behold him, as a fufileer." 

• •,■•.'-. ' ' ' • . *' 

Mpimmdes. 5*. Ajad an jattorney/'r ,,,,, ,. -i . - 

Th 
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Tie jUMrwf; ** HteCy «t yoMit fef viccy ^ fit pt* 
"nadien" 



ThNaiary. ^' HeilancU before you to « Gaptath/' 

D'Harcpuru ". We are all fpldkr$* Tl»e )cmg 
" has a$ maoy warriors as fabje£t$/', 

Tke piec^. feeri^ iclofes with a Jiaak>, fcj which 
the following ftrophe was loudly tncoredy and re- 
peated with lODg an4 tager bwft^ <^ applaufe^ 

J^aime la vcrtu guerricre 

Dc nos braves defefiftUfs ;' ....... 

Mais d'un peuple fanguinaire 

Je detefle Ie«-fure«r5.; ^ ' * .. 

* A PEurope redoubtables, 

SoyoAS \\bt€% l jamais ! 

Mais foyons toujours aimables 

£f fj^it^vyf I'efjprit Fianj^aS'. ; 7 - 

I the martial Virtue love 

Hiftourbfottt defttfdenfiMi, v.. t. 

B\it dcteft the lawlefs fury 

That a fanguine race infpircs, 
FortftidaMe to dur ica; • "* ' ^ ^ 

Here let freedom ever reign^ 
But at home flill amiable^ - 'l t:'^ 

French urbanity retain. 

Next followed a baBet, dinced by*'^4tidnal 

Guards and fmart lively girls. The latter orna- 

2 mented 
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i^Qckades. A Whole co&tupany of the N^aCional 
Guards appear^^pfefedted tlteir arms before the 
public* flourifbed a tvifaite ftsindard, on wbi^ii was 
^nlbribed the word LiBEt^AS, c^d the curtain 
diwfiiied*, -n \ . '.I.. 

I tirihk thisifriece excellent in its Way, and 
Itkefy ta be of ptirttcnhr utility bt the prefenC 
thnd; The beii^cidl : parts of tineRevqliltlion 
arel^niugktlbrwards in a brWiant and ftrikbg 
pokit of ymvfy and no itrcrtty fpAted in f eprctoait- 
log its etfls. The animated' applaufe t?itb which 
even thefc reproofs ^ere received^ is a firong 
2TgOMkcat how. much mi^ht be effe£ted by the 
ib^ were it nev^r fufiered to deviate i|Om the 
purpofe for which it was originally intended^ as a 
fchool of morals. 

But I coidd not forbear often remarking upon, 
the great inccmfifteiicy. difplayed by the mafs of 
the people during this* evening. . In the dramlt 
of Bratio^ whenever Tarquin was mentioned^ 
they feemed to recur with no very favourable 
fentiments to their own king, yet in the after- 
piece the hou£e refounded with their tranfports 
at this iame king's no longer living at Verfailles, 
butitt^lh^ midft of them* 
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At oar return home, it being Chriftmas Ev^e/ 
we found all Paris illuminated. But to me/ 
who had feen an illumination at Petmiburgh^ 
this appeared very poor and petty. There the 
ftreets are wider, the houfes more magnificent^f 
and there is a much greater profufion of lights. 
In comparifon with the Ruffian capital, Paris 
cannot be coniidered as a^ fine town. Here are 
indeed a number of palaces, but they are {cat" 
tered about, not arranged together, nor is there 
a ilreet that can esthibit fuch a perfpeSire as that 
of Newiky, at Peterfiburgh. Were it not for the 
innumerable concerns fc of people, and the multi* 
tude of (hops, Paris, from the narrownefs of its 
Ilreet^, the blacknefs of its houles, and tbe heaps 
of oyfter-fliells fcattered about, woirJd make a 
very melancholy appearance. ' 

The chimneys here are alfo built in a very ex- 
traordinary manner. They projeft in the form of 
long walls on the outfides of the honfes, i^ give 
them the appearance of prifons. This is princi* 
pally the cafe on the Quay St. Auguftine, and its 
environs. 

I>]iC£MRBR 25« 

This morning I returned Madame de Rome's 
vifit. I found her tranflating Crell's Annals. of 
Chymiftry, in which flic is employed by fome 

literary 
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literally perfon. We feated ourfelves before the 
fire, cm the chimney-piece to which, lay feveral 
German work*. Our converfation foon fell, as 
is commonly the cafe now in Paris, upon poli- 
tics y and fince Madame de Rome is a confirmed 
ariftocrat, .flie in her zeal called the National 
Aflembly their twelve hjundred majejlies. 

The Baron von O and myfelf went to 

court ^bout four o'clock, to fee the king and 
queen go tamafs. We fljood in the hall, where 
a hundred Swifs were keeping guard. They 
were tall fine, men, carrying long pikes, and in 
the • old c<s>ftunie of Henry the Fourth. We 
wailed, i fullhour, and I cannot fay that the fight 
was worth waiting for. 

At laft the folding-doors were thrown open. 
The king waddled by us with an expreflion on 
his countenance which feemed to fay ce rCeji pas 
amongaAt. The queen failed along, accompa- 
nied by. the ladies of the court, all in fuch mon- 
flrous hoops, that they looked at a little diftance 
like flying Montgolfiers. They came from din- 
ner, they were going to mafs, thence to cards, 
thence to fupper, and thence to bed. Oh hea- 
vens ! what an infuppprtable kind of life ! 

S The 
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The King of the French has now the leaft 
trouble feme and moft lucrative office in Europe. 
He has a revenue of five-and-twenty millions of 
livres, for x^hich he has only to fay yes, when a 
decree is brought for his fanftion ; and even for 
this he fometimjes keeps the officers waiting a 
long time. 

As all other Jjie£lacleSy excepting Les Ombres 
ChinoifeSy in the Palais-Royal, are (hut up on 
Chriftmas-Day, we went thither, but I could not 
endure it above a quarter of an hour. I expefied 
to have found this petty kind of drama here in 
great perfedlion, but was extremely difappoint^d* 
The theatre is little and miferable, the fcenery 
gaudy, the figures ftiff and awkward, and the 
^ wires by which they are moved often vifible. 

Among other things, a fcene was reprefented, 
ill which a Ruffian wife complained to a frien<J 
that her hufband feemed no longer to love her, 
fmce he had not beateaher for three days. On 
this the hufband appeared, begged pardon, and 
excufed himfelf by faying, that he had miflaid his 
ftick, which he had but now found again : and 
at length, as a proof of his penitence, gave her a 
hearty drubbing. 

" That 
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*• That is truly German r obferved fomebody 
behind us. Good heavens ! thought I, it is ra- 
ther truly French ignorance! Strange! that any 
one (hould believe the old nonfenfical idea that a 
Ruflian wife had rather be beaten than kiflfed by 
her hufband. 

The orchellra confifted of one boy> who played 
upon the dulcimer. The room was fluffed fo full 
of company, that it was fcarcely poffible to 
breathe. We began to draw our breath with 
difficulty even at the door. 

The concert in the National Circus commenced 
at feven. This circus is the largeft room I have 
yet feen. It is a hundred and fifty feet in length, 
and being for the moft part under ground, is 
lighted by Iky-lights. It contains a very fine or- 
cheftra, a number of benches for the audience in 
form of an amphitheatre, a fort of rotunda, where 
are a variety of refrefliments, boutiquesy billiards, 
in (hort, a world in miniature. 

The number of perfons prefent might be 
computed at feveral thoufands. ' The hall, I have 
no doubt, would contain four thoufand. They 
were walking about, for the moft part, dreffed in 
a flovenJy manner, and in hats. When the mqfic 
began, one of the National Guards came up, and 
S 2 begged 
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begged me to take off my hat. I ftarted ' and 
looked round, nor was aware till then that the 
heads had been all uncovered in a moment. 
Indeed, I cannot but confider it as fomewhat 
ridiculous that we fliould be obliged to fit without 
our hats here. In the theatre there is a very ob- 
vious reafon for it, that the view may not be in- 
tercepted to thofe behind. But why it fliould 
be done at all at the concert, if not at the firft 
entrance, which indeed appeared to me a very 
proper and natural thing, I cannot comprehend. 
I could not forbear afking the foldier, whether it 
wascuftomary here to falute the mufic ? to which 
he did not know what to anfwer. The fymphony 
commenced in B. (harp. It was the firft B. 
fliarp to which I ever in my life had taken off my 
hat. 

Though the band was certainly a good one, 
yet it ftruck me, and the idea was foothing to 
my pride as a German, that the orcheftra, on 
the whole, was certainly not fo well filled as 
fome in my own country ; that at Mentz, for 
inftance, which I had vifited not long before. I 
began, after a while, to grow weary, as indeed I 
commonly foon find myfelf in a large company ; 
and though ' I might alfp have had a ball for 
my fix-and-thir ty fous, I was much better pleafed 

with 
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with the folitude of my own room. I therefore 
retired, leaving my companion at the concert. 

" Alas !" I faid to myfelf aloud, as I entered 
the coach, " I will go home to my I*rederica," 
and for a moment my imagination deluded me fo 
ftrongly, that I half expe£led to find her there, 
I have hitherto been but feldom alone, only for 
an hour or two in the morning, as I rife early ; but 
never am I by myfelf, without thinking that flie 
is with me, talking with her, and reminding her 
of a thoufand happy incidents in our lives. 1 afk 
her, whether fhe does not hover about me ? Whe- 
ther (he hears me ? I look to the right and to 
the left in the air, in hopes that my fancy at leaft 
may fee her image among the clouds. 

It is faid, that there are no fuch things as fpi- 
^ rits, but that they may be created by a lively ima- 
gination, if it wifhes to behold them. Ah ! then 
have not I a lively imagination, for a thoufand 
and a thoufand times have I implored my fancy 
to deceive me, but in vain. I muft look only 
into my own heart, if I would behold the image 
of my wife. 

DECEMBER 2&, 

I learned this morning that Vaillant, the inte- 
refting traveller into the interior of Africa, has 
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left this place forae months. He found Paris 
infupportablc. The deferts he had been accut 
tomed to traverfe had for him far greater charms 
than the Champs ElifeeSy and he preferred the 
African hut to the palace of the Louvre. But 
among the human beings, the difference appeared 
ftill greater. He might certainly have fought in 
vain in the Palais- Royal for a Narina, Du* 
browlky, who was his frequent companion, de* 
fcribes him as of a gloomy turn, filent, and 
wrapped in himfelf, but unaffuming, and often 
fitting with his eyes fixed, as if forgetting 
Europe entirely. He even feemed to have little 
more intereft in this quarter of* the world. 

At laft, his longing to return among his Hot- 
tentots became fo powerful, that he fuddenly 
decamped one morning, only leaving a note upon 
the table, informing his wife that he was departed 
for Africa, and fliould never fee Europe more. If 
he had nothing elfe of the French charafter about 
him, at lead he was a true Parifian hu(band. 

This evening we were at the Theatre de Mm- 
JteuTy in which there is little remarkable either 
as to its exterior or interior. The performances 
were, The Trial of Socrates^ and The Unkerjal 
Hiftory. Oh mighty Socrates ^ how was thy me- 
mory degraded ! Had Mendelfohn been among 
2 the 
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the audience, he muft either have laughed, or 
fretted himfelf to death. 



The mild philofophef mouthed,* fawed the 
air with his hands, reviled his judges, uttered the 
groffeft impertinences with the groffeft audacity, 
was inconceivably vain, fcoffed at all the gods, 
and preached pure deifm. In fliort, he appeared 
as little like the genuine Socrates, as the figure of 
an old man with a globe in his hand refembles 
the great God of Heaven. The judge fat in an 
awkward old-fafliioned eafy chair, that looked 
like a chair of particular convenience. The 
Grecian foldiers were in long Turkifh trowfers, 
with their hair well powdered and pomatumed in 
the true French ftyle. But the moft curious thing 
of all was a painted chimney in Socrates's pri-* 
fon, with the tongs and fire-fhovel, and fome 
tobacco-pipes lying upon the chimney-piece. 

It may well be fuppofed here that I am embel- 
lifliing my ftory, but I can afitire my readers, that 
this is by no means the cafe, that I have dated 
nothing but what is literally faci. TAat is truly 
German! faid my neighbour yefterday, when the 
Ruffian beat his wife. That is truly French^ could 
I have faid to-day, when I faw the tobacco-pipes 
upon the chimney-piece. 

Even 
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Even the ring, which Socrates gives at laft to 
the gaoler, was in the neweft French falhion, a 
longifh blue ftone, or glafs, fet round with bril- 
liants. Xaotippe pleafed me more than any 
thing elfe in the play. Greater pains feemed to 
have been bellowed on the drawing of her cha- 
rafter than on any other. She was not reprefented 
as the termagant defcribed in children's little 
books, but as a hafty, yet good-hearted woman, 
which was really the faft. The part was befides 
extremely well performed, and Nature, by making 
the atlrefs uncommonly plain, approaching in- 
deed to uglinefs, had fuited her more particularly 
for the charafter. 

The reft of the performers are fcarcely worth 
mentioning. They all flourifhed their arms about, 
fcreamed like madmen, and were repaid with 
unbounded applaufe. Indeed, of all the theatres 
1 have yet feen, I think the audience here were 
the moft lavifli of their tokens of approbation. 
They were bountiful even to prodigality. In- 
ceffant claps, inceffant exclamations of bravo! 
refounded from all parts of the houfe, almoft to 
the deafening of thofe few among the audience 
who did not join in them ; and ftill at nothing— 
and again at nothing. 
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The fecond piece in fome meafure exonerated 
us for the difguft occafioned by the firft. The 
Univerfal Hijiory is a pretty little opera, intended 
to Ihew that every inhabitant of the earth, from 
the richeft to the pooreft, from the king to the 
beggar, complains of the miseries of life, and 
complains unjuftly. This univerfal repining, and 
the many not unufual accidents of life which are 
generally the caufe of it, as a loft fuit, infide- 
lity in love or friendfhip, ingratitude in children, 
and the like, are brought forward and examined 
with much wit and humour. The airs have 
fome very comic touches, and are well fet. At the 
conclufion, a hermit appears among the affembly, 
and inftru6ls them that mankind ought always to 
be cheerful and happy, fince there are no pofitive 
ills but what he himfelf creates. 

The author muft, however, excufe me, if I 
cannot affent to his pofition. There is certainly 
much real phyfical evil in the world. I will 
grant, that perhaps in ninety-nine cafes out of a 
hundred, that reftlefs unfatisfied creature man 
may be his own tormenter. But J wifli that fome 
one from among the multitude had ftepped 
forwards and addreffed the hermit, " My friend, 
" death has torn from my arms a wife on whom 
*' I doated -y' for I fliould much have liked to 
hear what anfwer this merry advocate for the 
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non-exiftence of Ail could have given. ^ Proba- 
bly he had fought refuge in fome common-place 
fey tng, fome pious reflection. 

I have a practical ftandard by which to mea- 
fure unhappinefs, that rarely deceives me. When- 
ever any thing unpleafant occurs to me, I a(k 
myfelf whether in a year's time I fhall think of it 
any more ? Will it then have any influence upon 
my fate ? If I muft anfwer thefe queftions in the 
aflirmative, I have then reafon to confider it as a 
misfortune — if not, I concern myfelf no more 
about it. 

By this ftandard have I meafured the lofs of 
thee, my beloved Frederica, and I pronounce it 
an inconceivable misfortune ; for were I to live 
to the age of a hundred years, never could I forget 
our cruel feparation — my foul would ftill be torn 
with anguifh whenever I refkfted upon thy being 
fo pretnaturely taken from me. 

DECEMBER 27. 

This evening was fpent amid the moft horrible 
fenfations of enmii at the Theatre de Beattjolois. It 
is a little, miferablc, cold, inhofpitable houfe, the 
performers were ugly, and 'croaked like frogs, 
and the piece was one of the moft wretched 
produftipns of the commencement of the pre- 
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fent century. It was called V Antidramaturge^ 
a comedy in three a£ts, of which not lefs than 
three were fuperfluous, A cold and feeble effaj 
upon dramatic poetry, interwoven with a love 
intrigue, confummately flat and infipid. 

The fecond piece was Le Bon PerCy a petite 
piece in one aft. He might be a very good father 
to his children, but he was infupportably ennuy- 
dnt to us. The mufic was little better thau 
might be heard in any alehoufe. Not one among 
the fingers feemed to underftand a note, and 
woe to them if, at the day of judgment, they are 
to give an account of every falfe tone they have 
uttered here below. 

The whole concluded with Le Dsguifement 
Ampureuxy ftill an opera, but in two afts, other- 
wife twin brother to Le Bon Pere. We had 
perfcverancc enough to ftay to the end. I can- 
not claim much merit in this, for I have not yet 
by any means obtained the objeft for which, 
night after night, I vifit fome place of amufe- 
ment, that of diffipating thought. Never w^as 
thought fo little diffipated. The whole evening 
I could almoft fancy that my wife was fitting by 
my fide, nor did I wifli for a moment to awaken 
myftlf from this delufion. 

Here, 
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Here, as in all other places of the like kind In 
Paris, was the public laughably prodigal of ap- 
plaufe. Once they were abfolutely fo fliamelefs 
as to encore a miferable taftelefs chorus ; and this 
encore was itfelf pronounced in fuch, an infipid 
and taftelefs manner, that it involuntarily remind- 
ed me of their fricafees. Still more naufeating 
to a German ear is the manner in which the 
Greek and Roman names are pronounced by a 
Frenchman. 

DECEMBER 28. 

The Petites Affickes de Paris ^ of which abundance 
come out daily, fcarcely ever fail of producing 
fomething worthy of obfervation ^ and whoever 
would give himfelf the trouble of felefting from 
them regularly fuch things only as would be inte- 
refting at all times and in all countries, might 
publifli annually a very tolerable fized volume. I 
have already collefted many things, and mean to 
continue the praftice. 

The following quatraine is from one of the 
affiches oiiO'^d^y. The thought is brilliantly ex- 
preffed, however untrue. 

O bonheur ! O chimere ! en vain I'homme t'implore; 

Helas ! pour etre henreux, fes voeux font fuperflus. 
En efperant, il ne I'efl pas encore. 

En jouiflant il ne Teft deja plus. 

Oh 
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Oh happinefs ! chimera ! ihee in vain 

Does man with wiflies and with fighs implore, 

In hoping, he muft ftill unbleft remain, 
And in enjoying he is bled no more. 

I deny both aflertions. How ?— Cannot hope 
make us happy ? then were we wretches indeed ! 
Hope is the childhood and youth of happinefs. 
It fupports a man as leading-firings, lings him to 
fleepj amufe5 him with gay piftures. And though j 
when at length the bridge to reality be paffed, 
things may not appear altogether fo fmiling as in 
profpe&, yet undoubtedly that moment, at leaft, 
when we confider hope as aftually exchanged for 
poffeflion, is one of true and exquifite delight. 

Heaven only knows what kinds of enjoyment 
floated in the poor poet's ideas. If thofe merely 
that depend upon the fenfes, he may be right. 
But the man who could advert to fuch alone, had 
doubtlefs never experienced the only true happi- 
nefs to be found in this mortal life, domeftic 
peace and content. He does not know how truly, 
when the heart can boaft of thefe bleflings, 
weeks feem but as hours, nor can he be aware 
that though in fuch a ftate every thing goes 
on in a regular and uniform routine, that peace^ 
ful uniformity foon becomes the deareft thing on 
earth. Thus circumftanced, it is true a man 
knows conftantly at one hour what is to be done 
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in the pext, yet does he not thereforie apply to 
it the lefs wilHngly — the lefs joyfully. He always 
returns home eagerly, and is never fo happy as at 
home. As he returns, he pleafes himfelf with 
the idea that he (hall fee his beloved wife in fuch 
or fuch a room, bufied at fuch, or fuch, an em- 
ployment, and feels not the lefs pleafure from 
its being one at which he daily finds her. What 
delicious tranfport thrills through his foul when 
greeted by her fmile, how eager is he to tell 
all the little incidents of his abfence, all the news 
he has heard, and to learn how the domeftic 
affairs have paffed during the time, though that 
abfence may not perhaps have exceeded an hour* 
With what ardour does he engage in his daily 
occupations, when affured that his toils will be 
repaid by a kifs and fmile of good-humdur ! 
Oh ! he who has tailed thefe fweets, never could 
affert that happinefs was not to be found in the 
world ! 

No 1 the poet doubtlefs never was married ! 
— Or, if he has been, his wife was not a Frede- 
rica. He deferves pity — he has mine. 

The French, however, delight extremely to 
play with words. This poet plays with his tfpe- 
rant and jouijanty as the people at large with 
their conflitution ^xA federation. \ even to-day 
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heard bonbons a la federation cried, France ap- 
pears to me at prefent like a grand bonbonnierey 
and all the fublime and beautiful ideas of the 
French, like bonbons, which they take into their 
niouths, fuck, and mumble them about, by 
which their palate is gratified, but which .pro- 
duce no eflfect upon the interior. 

The daily affiches generally contain, among 
other articles, one head entitled. Goods lofi 
and found. The fuperfcription is inaccurate, 
it Ihould be only Goods lofi, fince I never could 
learn that any were found again. No great re- 
commendation of Parifian honefty. 

To indemnify us for the ennui we had experi- 
enced the preceding evening from the Comediens 
de Beaujoloisy we went to-day to the grand opera, 
and I muft confefs that I have feldom received 
fuch varied pleafure from any entertainment, 
partly arifing from the fplendour of the fpeftacle 
itfelf, partly from adventitious circumftances. 

We went at four o'clock, that we might fecurc 
good places, and accompliflied our view. We 
had pnrovidently furnilhed ourfelves with books 
to amufe the tfme of waiting. The opera was 
Cluck's Afcefte, a moft delicious treat both for 
the ear and eye, though not indeed a balfamic 
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medicine to my heart. Scarcely had the piece 
begun, before my difeafed fancy employed itfelf 
in.tracing fimilitudes to my own fituation. In 
Admetus I faw myfelf : Admetus was in a ftate of 
Ackuefs, fo . was I — his wife had facrificed her 
life for his ; I was obliged to travel for the re- 
ftoration of my health, my wife accompanied me, 
and loft her life upon the journey. Had flie not 
facrificed her life for me ? Might ftie not have 
been now .alive, had (he been left behind? — 
I fmiled myfelf, at this enthufiafm, while tears at 
the fame time ran down my cheeks, and who- 
ever can finile. otherwife at this paflage, for 
God's fake let. him £hut the book. 

,The orcheftra, the mufic, the finging, the dref- 
fes, the decorations, vie with each other in tafte 
and fplendour. The band confifted of about a 
hundred and eighty perfons. The coftume was 
in general extremely well preferved, both in the 
drefles and the building, but why muft the efFeft 
of the whole be always. in fome meafure de- 
ftroyed by omiitions in trifles ! — Is there no one 
'whofe proper bufinefs it is to order the dr^es 
of the fingers and dancers^ or am I the only 
one whofe feelings are hurt by the leaft thing 
-that leflens the deception? Pariuriuni monies, 
perhaps many will fay upon what I aqa agoing 
•to obferve, and; think the critigifoa igdeed a 

moufel 



Digifeed by 



Google 



MY FLIGHT TO PARIS. 278 

moufe. Icaniiot Help it^-^blrt the large bjhoad 
new-&fliioned buckles worn by the dancers, in 
which they were dancmg before Admetus in a 
Grecian palace, offended me terribly, and awak- 
ened my fenfes from the delufion in a very un- 
plea&dt; manner. 1 would fain have forgotten 
them, but they were fo xonfpicuoiis that . it was 
impoffiWe^ and the. more I wifh'ed to keep my 
eyes away, * the more they involuntarily ftrayed 
towards them. A difterapered fretfulnefstook 
pofieffion of me, which purfued me evien to the 
Temple of Apollo, iand before his flaming altar, 
for wherever I looked, I could fee nothing but 
monftrous new-faChionefd buckles. . 

The ballet that followed the operaj was taken 
from the hiftory of Telemachus, and contained 
nearly the firft book of Feneloh. It was divided 
into three aSs. Moiifieur Gardel, the compofer 
of Pfyche, was its author, and indeed he has . 
produced two things that may almoft be pro- 
nounced perfeft in their way. But Telenjachus 
muft have been the mod difficult taflc, fince, 
excepting Te^emachus, Mentor, and the little 
Cupid, the dancers are entirely women. 

Telemachus, like Pfyche, keep& all the fenfes 

in a kind of fafcination. Hdw charming is the 

groupbg of the lovely nymphs, how exquifite is 
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their dandng^ what grace is in all their motions^ 
yet I muft coiifidte ^ir wearing, under garments 
of fleih'coloured £fic^ as a fuperlative refinement 
in coquetry. 

But nothing entertained me more in this even^ 
ing than the aftonishmentof myfihftonianferrani; 
xvhom I had taken with me, that the poor fel- 
low might have fome aroufement ; for, fince he 
does not underftand a fyllabie of French, he fits 
moping by himielf the five-long day, a2id nioft 
be intolerably tormented with the vapours. I 
previoufly gare him the choice of the mmiey or 
the diverfion. He chofe the latter, and returned 
home fo extremely delighted, that he did not ap- 
pear by any means to repent his choice. : ' 

I made him fit by me, the better to d^rye his 
feelings, which indeed changed. with as tnoch 
rapidity as the decoratMms upon the ibige. He 
looked anxious and dtftreffed at Teflecnachus's 
(hipwreck, but his countenance was iBtHitiiied 
by a fmile of expreffive fatisfaf^iosi at his refcue. 
When the nymphs began their race, and the moft 
beautiful reached ^he tfbmffni^ of the rock, and 
foon after with her arrow Aot a milk-white dove 
upon a pol^, hje appealed qviite in ecfiafies, and 
began talking eagerly to himfdfi But whea Ve- 
nus and Cupid defcended-hiva 4:^ud, 4ii6.eye$ 
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were fixed, and he remained motionlefs with afto* 
aiCbment. Nor did he appear fefe forcibly im* 
prefled whb Ae burning of the ftip, or Tclema- 
chus's being thrown from the rock. To contem*- 
plate the natural workings of an uncultivated* 
aakid at fuch reprefentations^ is always tome mat* 
ter of great intereft. 

b£CJIIfBElt29. 

The public prints of to-day announce a tutor 
Wttcited for a young man of rank^ who muft be of 
ia religm edairii. What is meant by this en* 
lightened religion is not however explained. 

We went towards noon to the inftitution for 
the relief of the blind, to be prefent at their pub- 
lic exercifes. Schulz has deicribed this inftitution 
fo well, and focircutnftantially, that little remains 
for me to add. I muft confefs, that though I 
cannot but admire the ingenious manner in which 
they are taught to read, to write, to prkit, &c. yet 
on the whole it appears a v^ ufelefs kind of 
fport. 

To read with the fingers is, even to the moft 
pradifed, fd exti emely difficult and tedious, that 
no blind man can ever acquire much tafte for it 
And indeed it would rather be matter of, regret 
that he ihould^ fince there are fo few books 
- * - ' T 2 for 
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for hirti, that in a hundred years lus li^ty 
could fcarcely amount to ten volumes. Of what 
ufe, then, is this niode of reading? — merely an 
idle wafte of time. . . 

It b preeifely the fame with printing;. Qw^ 
thefe blind people would fet. abput three \YOKte 
in the. time that a praftifed compofitor would fet 
an oftavo page. Ufelefs again. 

With mufic *tis no better. As they can oiily 
read the notes with their fingers, it muft natur 
rally take a very long time to learn a new piece, 
unlefs affifted by the ear. None of them, how- 
ever, appeared to receive much pleafure from 
mufic; they all played . very ill, ajid feemed 
fcarcely able to perform any thing bpt the.ufual 
chorus, which they are obliged to fcrape twice in 
the week to gratify the curiofity of ftrangers. - 

Of geography,, the f*me muft ftill be faid. 
I may be furprized to fee a blind man po^it 
out a town or country in a map, but I muft 
ftill revert to the original queftion cut bono ?• — 
Accounts might appear at ^ the firft glance to 
be an exceptioc^ |rpm tfai§ gener^ cpndemnation^ 
yet from all I faw, I qun.of^ppii^iop that a man 
might reckon mjicli quicker by ^ife head alpgc. 

But 
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-^ Bat what appears to me worfe than ufelefs, 
truly laughable, is, that thefe blind people are 
fet to inftruft children who can fee. In reading, 
this might pafs tolerably, fince when the child 
knows the letters, his blmd ihftru£tor has only 
to follow him with his fingers, to know whether 
he lie rig^ht or not. By what means they firft 
teach the letters I did not comprehend. When, 
however, we hear a -fine boy of not more than 
four years old e^t^mined in grammar by a blind 
man, it is difficult to fay whether our pity 
or laughter be the mofl: excited. The poor in- 
fant is required firft to run over the names of 
the parts of fpeechi and then to explain what 
is meant by a noun, a pronoun, a verb, &c. &c. 
all which is done with fuch rapidity, queftion 
and anfwer fucceeding like blow and retort, that 
it is R)o apparent the whole is gabbled by heart 
bn both fides. What then can be faid of fuch 
things, but that they are mere Charlatanerie. 

Far however be from me any wifli to derogate 
firom the merits of the founder of this inftitution, 
who appears fo happy in the enjoyment of his 
good work. Enough is ft ill left to procure the 
worthy man a place in the kingdom of heaven* 
The fpinning, the making belts, the knitting, air 
the manual employments, are extremely tifeful, 
and are very tolerably executed here. Thtj 
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cootribute towards tlie maintenance of thefc tin- 
fortunate people, and keep them froon idlenef^ 
and begging about the ftreets« 

One little anecdote I muft relate* Two Uind 
men were to bring us a fpecimen <:^ their printings 
and the inipe£tor defired u$ to give them a fliort 
{entente. I gave, vive U liierti. They began 
immediately to fet it, when one brought indeed 
his vivt la Hbertt^ but the other produced, qimd 
elk eft fans abus. Perhaps the in^Ctor had, un- 
obferved by us, whifpered him to do this. 

At the conclufipf^ one of the oldefi aembtfs 
repeated us a poein^ which he &id was his own 
compofition* 

Hence we went to the place where the Baf- 
tille formerly ftood. Scarcely is a trace of it to 
be difcerned. No remains of the high and 
gloomy walls, nothing^ horrible, nothing that 
makes the foul involuntarily Judder. Tis now 
a fine area, where only a heap of ftones here and 
there, give any indication <rf' its ever having been 
the fcite of a building, and even thefe veftiges we 
found many pec^le employed in removing^ 

The fenfations experienced in (landing upon 
this awful fpot, are not to be defciibed. Can 

one 
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od^lbrbetr refte6iiBg with horrdr, that eurcry 
ftone OIKS pafles orerbas perhaps fenred as a pii-" 
low to fome wretched fellow-creature ; that every 
ihowl full of earth which the labourer throws 
ixpon bis cart^ has perhaps been moift^ied yntii 
the t^u*! of h^art-rending milery. 

S^ce 'tis impoflible to mention the BaftiU^ 
without recurring to the unfortunate De laTude» 
whofe fuSerings have rendeced him fo weU 
known to the worid, I muft here notice the 
following letter, which was inferted fome days 
ago in one of the public papers. . 



*^ TO THE PUBLISHERS* 
*' GENTLEMEN, 

** I have in general received fo much iH4reat- 
** ment from noankind, that I feel it particularly 
" incumbent on me pubjickly to exprefs my 
*^ gratitude when I experience the reverfe. A 
*^ fliort time fitice I fent a copy of ray Memoirs 
*' to the committee for regulating the French 
V theatres. Our prefent Rofcius's have fuch fine 
*^ opportunities for fupporting freedom, and ren- 
*^ dering tyranny odious, that I thought it right 
** to impart to them a detail, which the almoft 
^ unexampled fufferings of forty years, three 
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*^ mondis, and fourteen days, gives me amfife 
"bright to call. the archives.of dbspotxsm." 

He then proceeds to make warm acknofw* 
ledgements to. the king's comedians for theitbe* 
ral manner in which thej hare brcmght him rand 
his benefaftrefs and deliverer, Madame le Gros, 
forwsLvd to public obfervation. • My God i . what 
language do notJParifians in thefe times vantUce 
to put forth, eir^en in the public prints. 

Monfieur de la Tude is how an officer iu die 
engineers. What muil be hio feelings whenever 
he pafies oyer that large open fpace, within 
which he formerly inhabited a fmall dungeon of 
only a few feet fquare ? What more particularly 
when he feeks, and perhaps finds the veiy fpot 
where that dungeon lay? Every ftone muft be 
to him aA obje£l of pamful recolle£tionj for with 
^very fione he migbt probably claim a miferabk 
^quaintance of forty years. 

. In the evening we viiited Les am^igus Ckmifiies^ 
and were as well entertained as could be ex- 
pe£led, cpniidering th^t we ha4 been the day 
before at the opera. We faw. i 'epreuvc raifonable, 
a piece in one a£t, and Bekir and Niza, a Per^ 
lian drama^ in two ads. In both the fable was 

fmiple^ 
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fiinple/'but wdl handled, mid the ^e^es were 
tol«rsibiy performed* ' 

A psntomime, called Tie Man with the Iron 
Mtfi, concluded - tlie evening. It /was founded) 
as witH be fuppofdd, upon tl^e^ well-known ftory 
c|f the noffterious pnfoner confined fo many years 
by Louis the Fourteenth. If the poet had any 
aotbbrity for the ftory hfe has made, the myftery fo 
long concealed is now unravencd. The iron 
ma& in the pantomime^ is made the king's bro- 
ther^ and ibothave in love with the feme wonian, 
. ivhovprolmfaLy is ibtbe princefs. The king is the 
rejefted lover ; be finds his brother at the feet of 
his beloved, they fight, the guards difarm the 
l^rkuce, the irbn maik is put on, axid he is hur* 
riieaiaway. 

Mofi of the anecdotes that have been circu* 
lated relative to this extraordinary prifoner, are 
here brought forwards. The governor always 
ready with a piftol to (hoot him in cafe he fhould 
attempt to make himfelf known; thefilver plate 
on which he wrote, and threw it out to a fiifaer- 
man who could not read, with many others* 

But from the third aft to the end, the piece 
is only an uninterrupted fucceffion of itpprobabi- 
lities. The raa(k fits and playis upon the guitar, 

and 
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nod is aol^cred £rpin below by a flute. He 
then defcends, God knows by what oueao^s^ ^nd 
returns with his miftrefs, who has made her way 
mVo the prifpn, God l::nbwa.faow» and kamt. as 
piiAccoimtaUy, th^t betusd ^fijDoe in. the ynB 
are cooceal^ a da^er aod. a pifi^l. Wkh the 
tetter the gentkina&.arms him^If, wkUethelftdf 
takes the former. The governor is ihot^ aadidid 
guards acknowledge the piriibner. for -their Idiig* 
He flies^ God Jbunm whither, and k parfaed^ 
God knows by whom ; finds aififtance^ .God 
Jcoows where ; fights bravely, conquers^ and at 
laft, with his lady^ looks quietly on at a daoce of 
pea&ots. 

•^ • ' -• . • ' 

The mufic was very pretty* It was indeed 
taken from a hundred different operas, iyut^ what 
does that fignify, fince it was appropriate to the 
purpoiib. ; 

Yet^ altogether, a pantomime is not a thing 
much tQ my tafie. Too much is left tocomjee** 
tere. The imagination wanders about in tiie 
dark, and the performers muft have uncommon 
talents to give every motion the expreffion in*^ 
tended, fo as to make it intelligible to the au* 
dience. 



This 
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' j>gCEMBBft 3P. 

Iliis evening a new mufital drama, called 
^tfikrpj^c^ &r ike Tyrant: rmrtSedy attra£led me to 
the Italian theatre. It was aniabunced in the 
a§lckeSi fis'bavifig been pirfarmed fix and twenty 
toight9 withiiGk ai ytry fliort time: The hdufe waa» 
ootwithftiiiding» vejrjr folli and I found it hot un* 
'woH% of its Ratine.: . ! 

^ IThree fifteiid a*e: brought to^^rooturt^ where Aft 
ci^ees trf it' defpot hold abfolate fway ; white ^ 
CO ftihjed: <iarck to approach his prince; where 
no paflion is known but infatiable thirft of powec; 
no pleafures but hunting, fighting, and touma- 
laeqtsi and where every gfcntler feeKng. fe' a 
-e^rat. The eldeft of the fifters> £uphn>fyn^ 
imdertldces^ with nnich caution and circumfpec* 
Uqb, to trai^sform this fav«^e defpot in to a good 
prince,; this ferocious knight, into a gentle and 
fond lover; and her purpofe is eflfe£led. 

'/ . ' , ■ 

Soeh is the outline of the piece, which c6n<- 
tAitij^ fixne very excellent fcenes, particular!^ that 
ih which the 'tyrant firft begins to feel his new 
paflion, which fills him with alarm. He fends 
for the {^yiictan, to whom he relates the parti- 
culars of his malady ; and is informed by him, 
that 'tis the fame which caufed the deflruftion 
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of Troy, and <he expoUion of her kings from 
Rome — ^LOVE. Anolhey ibene may alfo be in- 
fianced) in which the prince aniied for' battle^ 
with helmet, (hield, lanc^ and fwc^d, repairs^ to 
Eophrbfyne's apartment, and declares hk tove td 
hen She difiembles terrof at beholding him (b 
artay^, and diiarms him pi^ce by piece. H% 
then alks Whether flie is pleafed\nth'h|i!i;'^t© 
which fhe replies, no; he is too tall, flie miift look 
ftp to him, anct that i^ pamfil tm her rieek. Me 
takes the. hint, and faBs at her fitet; by degit^S 
flie reftores him his arms, and at length appoints 
han her knight. ' 

The mtrficj is alfo goodi almoflf fine. A'daSt 
in particular, which from' its ufatnte muft- be 
afted as well as fung, was received with un^ 
bounded ap{)}aofe. An envious cou^tefs endea^ 
Vonrs. to make. the newly enamoured priiice jea^ 
lous; he becomes fo, fhe is tranfported, and this 
jealoufy, and malicious joy, give occafion to a 
raging duet, in which, as neither could rife above 
the other in finging, both began to fcream with- 
out accent or note, in fuch a manner, that it 
perfeftly trilled through and through the audi- 
tors ! This feemed to be confidered as thje height 
of excellence, and the thunderof applaufe, join-, 
ed to the clafli of the mufic, all together made 

fuch ' 
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iUch a&i3|>r9ary that O0e could almoft hav€ lup- 
pofed the I^ft d^y combg on^ and the wcxi4 
a^out ta becruflied to atoms. ; 

Both parties fui^k, down atvkft into feats on 
each fide of Aeftifi^^j with their breaftg palpi- 
t^ng ias if they would burft. One pf my »etgit- 
bf^iirs indeed ^jQi^ted^ that this was only grinoacj^ 
to excite /ymfKithy ip the audience, but I believe 
they really were bc^h exhaufted ; I am fvjre ;i 
WJI& nearly fo tqyfelf with htariQg them. 

I muft here obferve upon a fault in the French 
performers which never ftmck me till to-night. 
When a noble pri^e is to be aflUmedt it i$ always 
ibewii by turning indignantly away from <h^ 
pe^on a4dre£fo49 and making thct oration to the 
waH Such was. the cafip here between the 
prince and the countefs— fuch between Tituf 
and the ambaflador& of P^rfenna, the other night 
at the Theatre de la Natm — and fuch between 
Mofi0ff$r Socmte aad the high*prieft. Strange! 
that die moft, poliihed people in the world ihould 
not be able tp devife ^ny better expreifion qf 
elevate4 prlde» thsm turning their backs on e^qh 
othfr.,,- .. :..;.■;.- 

We had befides a little opera in two a^Sf 
which was extremely pleafing. Indeed the per- 
formers. 
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formers, both vocal and mftrumentel, ul Ais the- 
atre, are in general excellent. In Germany, 
where we are not fo liberal as in France, the fe- 
cond piece would have been omitted, iince Em 
phrofyne contained three afls, and the perform- 
ance lafted two hours and a half. But two hours 
^nd a half would by no means content the Pa- 
rifians i they muft have four hours of amufement, 
and they arc in the right. Formerly it waa-the 
fame with us, but the higher owe performers rife 
in their profeffioo, the kfs atteQti<Mi they think 
due to the public. 

' The little, lovely, innocent, Rofe Renaud playl 
ed again to-day. Methinks I fte a fmile upon ^ 
the countenance of many of my readers at the 
word innocent. But oh, let me cherifli thii 
fweet dehifion, if delufion it be, for it give^ me 
fuch delight to think her innocent, that I cannot 
relinquidi the idea. To whatever may be ob- 
jeded agaioft it by experience and knowledge of 
the world, I oppofe this coniblirig truth, that no 
general rule is without exception, and Rofe Re- 
naud is an exception. At lead ihe has not laid 
afide the imiform of virtue, modefty of demean- 
our ; and while (he retains that, I muft hope, that 
file truly ferves the leader whofe uniform flic 
wears. * . , » 

. Once 
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Ooce more let me recur to the public prints; 
The foiktwing extra^ are taken from a papet 
Df thts-day. 

EXTRACT THE FIRST. 

A noble deed of the minifter of Ternan, near St. 
John d^Angeiy. 

.^S The unfortunate La Tierc^ lord of the 
^^ cattle of Varaife^ ftood trembling amid a mut- 
^* titude of aflaffins, who fell upon him with 
V knives, fickks, fi:ythes> andchd)Si» when fud* 
f' denljr an ecdefiaflic, thie mmilter of Texnan, 
f^ ru(hed ki between him and his;mar<lerers ; 4ii8 
^ prefeneeifor a moment repcefied their fwy. 
^ He addrefled diem in die language of the God 
f* he ferved, the langii^ of peace ; reprefented 
*^ tp tbem in forcible colours :the heinous nature 
*\ of the o^Bce thej were about to commit; 
^^ urged, that the laws alone had a right to pun*- 
*^ i(h in the name of heaven, and propofed their 
*^ carrying Moafieur La Tierce to prifon, till he 
" could be properly tried. His remonftrances 
*^ wiese lyowever vain, tbe throng that preflfed 
^ ari»ond their vSftim kicneafed every moment, 
^ andtbesr »ge grew ev^y moment moee tin- 
^. biidied. 

"At 
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** At length the ecclefiaftic perceived the door 
^ of a houfe open, agamft which he and La 
" Tierce were already nearly dnruft. He tbere- 
" fore ventured to make a bold experiment; and 
" pufhing in the lattef, followed himfelf, and 
" (hut the door haftily, in hopes by this means 
** to efcape. 

** But in vain. The mob ptefently broke into 
•* the houfe, and tearing La Tierce from the 
^ arms of his pmte£lor, dragged him again into 
** the market-place. TTie ecclefiaftic ftill re- 
f* gardlefe of all danger to himfelf, prefled forci- 
^^ bly among the aJBaffins ; and fince he could nd 
'^ longer make them liften to his expoftuhtkois, 
^^ tlirew his arms round the trembliDg La Herce, 
'^ hoping to ferve him as a (hield. But at that 
*' very moment the unfortunate vidim received 
*^ the ftroke of a fcythe aver his head^ and a ball 
^' in his breaft. He fell, fprinkling his magna- 
" nimous defender with his blood/' 



EXTRACT THE SfECOND. 

*' On the twenty-nintib theRoyal Agricttitural 
^' Society held their public fitting. Among the 
^* prizes they awarded, was a filver medal (rf^ a 
•* hundred livres to Madame fattier, the wife of 

** a car- 
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** a car-driver. The occafion for which it was 
** given, afFefted the whole Afferably with a 
*^ pkafing emotion. 

" A child was, five yelrs before, confided to 
" the care of this admirable woman, of whofe 
" parents (he^ has never fincc heard. She has 
** four children of her own, and an income of 
*\ not more than fifty dollars, which her hufband 
" earns by the fweat of his brow. Often has (he 
'* been advifed to fend her little charge to the 
" Foundling Hofpital, but never would forfake 
" her ; and though the conftant rifing of all the 
** necefifaries of life, has reduced her to great fhifts 
^' and want, fhe has uniformly continued to do 
** the fame for this poor orphan as for her own 
" children. 



Inftances of fimilar generofity and magnani* 
mity are, thanks to heaven I not rare among any 
people. -Tis only to be regretted that they are 
not always equally known and rewarded* 

A third extradl from the fame paper, does not, 
alas! refleft quite fo much honour upon the 
nation. 

U .' " A young 
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" A young woman of pleafing deportnient, 
" who can read and write, and who underftands 
" wafliing, wifhes to engage herfelf as companion 
** to a firigle gentleman," 

In our country, a female who could with fuch 
fbamelefs effrontery offer herfelf as companion^ 
ex in plain terms, as miftrefs, to a fingle gentle* 
man, would be a marked obje& of public con- 
tempt. 

As I was breakfafling this. morning with £aroa 

G- , the widow Calas fent to inform him of 

the death of her fon, her laft fupport in life* 
Unfortunate woman I I felt at this mkoment, that 
there are fufferings in the world far greater than 
my own. 'Tis true, that in the death of her huf- 
band, Ihe did not lofe more than I did in the lofs of 
my Frederica ; but the horrible manner in which 
his days were ended, was a dreadful aggravation 
of the blow. Scarcely can I comprehend bow it 
was poffible for her to furvive fuch a ftroke, at 
leaft to retain her fenfes, and I could almoft ex- 
claim with Leffing, ^^ They who do not, under 
" certain circumftances, lofe their underftandings, 
" can have no underftanding to lofe T' 

Nor is this wholly inapplicable to the prefent 

cafe> fince Baron G infbrmed me, that flie 

2 had 
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hid been for fome years in a very debilitated 
fiate, with little feeling for any thing that pafle? 
around her. 

My acquaintance with this Baron G was 

not commenced entirely without prejudice on 
my fide, fince I had but a ihort time before been 
reading the Sequel to Roufieau's Confeffions. I 
found my expe£iations by no means deceived* 
He is one of the moft amiable old men I ever 
faw* Mild and engaging in his manners, he 
charms even at firft fight Poffcifing a mind 
richly endowed with all kinds of knowledge, he 
never intrudes it upon any one, but only employs 
it to feafon his converfation in the moft natural 
and unafiuming mannen 

* Many other vifits did I make this morning. 
Among them was one to the kipg's library, but 
I might as well have ftayed at home ; for he 
who knows that it contains three hundred thou* 
fand volumes of printed books, and a hundred 
thoufand manufcripts, knows jufl as much about 
it as I do. 

To make a vifit of half an hour to a large li- 
brary, appears to me juft as idle as to make 
a formal vifit of the fame length to a celebrated 
man. The^moft valuable book carries in its ex- 

U 2 terior 
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terior nothing by which it can be diftinguiflied 
from the moft contemptible produ£lion at our 
Leipfick fairs, nor does the moft profound fcho- 
lar carry about him any diftinftive external cha- 
ra£teriftics, by which to difcriminate him from 
the dulleft of his brethren. Three hundred thou- 
fand men may be manoeuvred . fo as to afford 
a fpeftacle fomewhat interefting to the fpeftators, 
but three hundred thoufand books can only ftand 
dully in rows* 

• The manufcripts on Papyrus, and on waxen 
tablets, I, however, contemplated with inteifeft, 
and aflced myfelf whether yet a mouldering grain 
of duft remained, of the hands by which they 
were written ? The large pair of globes, which 
are fo much celebrated, neverthelefs appeared 
to me fmaller than the Gottorp globes at Peterf- 
burgh, though our guide ftrenuoufly afferted to 
the contrary. 

This guide was an abbe; whofe name I have 
forgotten. Inftead of (hawing us the curiofities 
of the library, or even anfwering our queftions, 
he was fo bitten by the d^tnon of politics, that 
there was no getting him away from them for a 
fingle moment. He proved to me, what I was be- 
fore fully convinced of, that the peace with Swe- 
den was a mafter-ftroke on the par; of Ruffia ; 

he 
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lie developed a plafn for a treaty of alliance be- 
tween France and Ruffia, towards the execution 
of which it was little in the power of either of 
US to contribute ; he touched flightly upon th^ 
relations of the feveral European courts towards 
each other; and, in flwrt, finally fent me full 
drive out of the library with the flaming fword of 
his eloquence! 

The library of the Sorbonne,- which we next 
-vifited, is fmall, but poffeflfes many rare and valua- 
ble manufcripts. Some of thefe had recently 
been ftolen, and the librarian, who went about 
with us, remarked that the theft muft have been 
committed by fome of the members of the Sor- 
bonne themfelves, (ince they alone having keys 
of the library, nobody elfe could come in. Jf 
the charge be well founded, I cannot think the 
gentlemen much to blame, fince they expeft 
every day a decree of the National Aflembly, by 
which this colle£lion, now their own private pof- 
feffion,'is to be declared national property. 

Cardinal Richelieu's monument, in the church 
of the Sorbonne, is a chef-d' ceuvre of fculpture. 
The cardinal refts in the arnis of Religion, and 
at his feet is Wifdom, in the form of a woman, 
veiled and weeping. , Thefe are things which 
cannot be defcribed, they muft be feen. I 

Ihould, 
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fliould, however, like much to know, fince 
Greeks and Romans, French and Italians, have 
all agreed in reprefenting Wifdom under the 
form of a woman, why a learned woman is al- 
ways to be made afubjefl: for mirth and ridicule? 
Is it only in marble that we can endure to fee a 
female endowed with knowledge ? 

As I faw fome people at work upon fcaffold- 
ings among the arches of the church, I aiked 
what they were about ? 

'* Taking down Cardinal Richelieu's arms, 
'^ which, are fcattered every where," was the an*» 
fwer. 

*' And by whofe order ?" I afked. 

*' By order of the National Affembly," 

*• And why this order ?** 

" Becaufe arms are forbidden throughout the 
^' kingdom." ^ 

This is curious. But Richlieu has created 
himfelf a name of which no National Affembly 
can deprive him, though they maydeftroy all his 
arms. 

The 
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The fa9ade of the church of Saint Genevieve 
tranfported me. Could I at the fame time have 
clofed my eyes againft all the little miferable 
huts round about,- my imagination might have 
kd me to believe myfelf tranfported to Athens^, 
for indeed there is nothing in this church, and its 
tower that feems to kifs the clouds, which can 
remind one of the Moft Chriftian King, and the 
eighteenth century. But the fine large area in 
which it ftands, is — how fliall I exprefs myfelf? 
— hedged round with huts. 

# 
A^ new drama was announced for reprefen- 

tation to-day at the Italian theatre, the title of 

which. The loft Moments of Jean Jacques RaufeaUy 

irrefiftibly attra£ied me thither. The appearance 

of this truly eccentric man upon the ftage afFeft- 

ed me exceedingly. All the. fpeeches put into 

his mouth were taken from his writings, all that 

he did was founded upon hiftoric truth. 

The fcene was laid in Rouffeau's chamber, at 
Ermenonville. It was decorated with a harp- 
fichord, a writing-table, and the pifture of Ma- 
dame de Warens. Therefa, Rouffeau's wife, 
and his nurfe of fourfcore years old, were difco- 
vered waiting his return to breakfaft from his 
ufual morning's walk, and were meanwhile con- 
verfing together upon the melancholy fate of this 

perfecuted 
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perfecuted philofopher, and on the repofe which 
he then happily enjoyed. 

Rouffeau himfclf next appeared. The player 
who reprefentcd him muft, doubtlefs, have copied 
him very faithfully, fince a tumult of applaufe 
inftantly refounded through the whole houfe. 
Probably moft of the audience muft have known, 
or, at leaft, frequently have feen the original* Ah 
unanimous bravo ! faluted the a£lor, and Rouf- 
feau's widow, who was in the houfe, aftually 
fainted away. 

He was dreffed in a complete grey fuit, with a 
round h^t. His knees were fomewhat bowed,, 
his ftep flow and circumfpeft, and his whole ap- 
pearance mild and ferene. He brought under 
his arm a bundle of plants, and in his hand a 
bird's neft, in which he fliewed his wife fix young 
birds. Therefa reproved him for the barbarity 
of taking them away from their mother, when 
he related, with a truly affe£ling fimplicity, how 
he had watched this neft every morning for a 
fortnight, how he had feen the mother that very 
morning feeding her young, and howflie was im* 
mediately after, in feeking more food, devoured 
by a fparrow-hawk. Then did he take the neft, 
for the purpofe of intreating his wife to take 
care of the young ones. 

'' And 
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, " And what will you do with them?" aflced 
the wife. " ^ 

" Give them liberty as foon as they are able 
'* to ufe it/' anfwered the philanthropift. 

^This was followed by a burft of applaufe, and 
as the piece proceeded, the clapping continued 
to increafe, till my ears were half ftunned. I 
did, not join in the clappii^, but I wept. 

Rouffeau then fat down to breakfaft with his 
little family, exaftly as he defcribes himfelf, in 
the ConfefEons, at the time he lived near the 
Mareqhal de Luxembourg. I cannot exprefs 
how much I was afFe£ted by the fcene. Tears 
gulhed involuntarily from my eyes ; I refigned 
my felf wholly to the interefting del ufion, which 
had been much more impreflive, if it had not 
been fo perpetually interrupted by ill-timed clap^ 
ping- 

The breakfaft ended, Rouffeau defires his wife 
to go and vifit a poor woman, who was lying-in 
of her eighth child, and was in great neceffity. 
Soon after, a young journeyman joiner enters, 
bringing home fome work for Rouffeau. The 
philofopher perceives traces of deep forrow on 

* his 
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his countenance^ enquires into the cauie of it, 
and learns that his father is in danger of being^ 
carried to prifon that very day for a debt of three 
hundred livres* The confequence of this muft 
be, that the fon would lofe a maiden with whom 
he was about to be united, fince her father would . 
DO longer confent to her marrying into a family 
he confidered as diOionoured. RoafTeau laments 
his inability to relieve this diftrefs, when the 
youth begs him to intercede in their behalf with 
the lord of the eftate, Monfieur Girardin, which 
he promifes. 

Juft after the joiner's departure, when Rouf- 
feau was beginning to revolve in his mind how 
to execute what he had undertaken, Monfieur 
Duval brings him a letter, with three hundred 
livres, from his bookfeller Rey, By the way it 
muft be obferved, that Monfieur Duval had a 
national cockade in his hat. An anachronifm fo 
grofs^ that it had an aftonifhing efFe£l in leffening 
the delufion. 

Rouffeau, extremely rejoiced at this accident, 
enquires of the nurfe whether they are at prefent 
in want of money, and learning that they are 
not, he fends immediately after the young man, 
to whom he gives the whole fum. The latter 

fuppofes 
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fi^ppofes this to be a pr^fent from Monfieur Gi- 
rardin, an error in which the philofopher leaves 
him^ — a beautiful ftroke indeed. 

The youth, in his gratitude for the fuppofed 
interceflion, endeavours to throw himfelf at Eouf* 
feau's feet, but is repreffed. " That were de- 
*^ grading both to yourfelf and me/' fays the 
philofopher. 

*^ May I ?— may I ?" — ftammers the youth, as 
he fpreads out his arms towards his philanthropic 
patron. 

" Why not ?" fays Rouffeau, and clafps hhn 
eagerly to his heart. Few eyes remained dry at 
this fcene. 

The youth now flies to his father to free him, 
and Rouifeau in the mean time receives a vifit 
from Monfieur Girardin, to whom he obferves, 
that he feels his laft hour approaching, that his 
eyes are become dim, and that he has been en- 
deavouring in vain to read. He thanks the wor--* 
thy man for all his kindnefs, particularly for hav- 
ing granted him an afylum where he may die in 
peace, and recomn^ends his wife to his protection. 
He then prefents him, as a memorial of their 
friendfliip, with his own manufcript of the Social 

Contrary 
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Contrary which Girardin receives with tranfporf, 
preffes to his lips, and — now comes a fpeci- 
nien of true French gafconade — afferts, thsU the 
work was dilated by God himfelf. 'Tis in fu- 
ture therefore to be con(idered> I fuppofe, as a 
fifth Gofpel. 

The young joiner then appears again, with his 
father, and his maiden, who all overpower Gi- 
rardin with their expreffions of gratitude, which 
he of courfe does not underftand, nor knows 
therefore how to reply to them. Rouffeau en- 
joys this delightful fcene in filence, and when 
Th.erefa explains the riddle, they all furround his 
chair, and load him with carefles. 

He ftill continues to feel, with greater and 
greater certainty, the approach of his laft mo-' 
ments. He defires the window to be opened, 
that he may fee the fun once more, and for the 
laft time admire the beauties of creation. " That 
*• is God !" he exclaims, " God, who now calls 
" me to himfelf !" — With thefe words he finks 
back in his chair, the company prefent form .an 
interefting groupe around him, and the curtain 
falls. 

This is indeed a tragedy. The firft* French 
tragedy ever written in profe, and in which the 

aftors 
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aciors played naturally and rationally, without 
fawing the air. The extraordinary applaufe they 
obtained might ferve as a leflbn to them in fu- 
ture, that this, as being the way of nature, is 
the only wzy which can pleafe all times and na- 
tions* When the curtain dropped,^ a.thoufaind^ 
handkerchiefs were in motion, a thoufand tongues 
vociferated their fatisfaflion, and two thoufand 
pair of hands clapped. ." TAe Author! the Au- 
" fhor.r refounded from all parts of the houfe, 
pit as well as. boxes. 

This continued for a long time, before any 
one thought proper to appear upon the ftage. 
But as the cry redoubled, the curtain at length 
drew up, and a performer came forwards, who 
addrefled the audience — " Gentlemen, the author 
" is Monfieur Bouilly, the fame to whom we are 
.^« indebted for Peter the Greats 

The curtain dropped again, but ftill the cry of 
The Author! the Author! contmued. After wait- 
ing ten minutes longer, fince the audience would 
not be quiet, a player again appeared, and faid, 
that the author had been fought for, but was not 
in the houfe. 

*' He is here ! he is here /" they unariimoufly 
exclaimed. How they knew this fo certainly I 

cannot 
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cannot tell; perhaps he might have been di(cch 
vered behind the fcenes during the reprefenta- 
tion. But fince there was no poffibiiity of ap* 
pealing the audience, he did at length appear, 
with extreme modefty and timidity, and made 
^a low bow, which was received with a perfeft 
tumult of applaufe, when he was retiring* 

" Jean Jacques / Jean Jacques ! was now vocifc- 
nited with equal vehemence, till the a£lor who 
had played Roufleau come forwards. The AiJthor 
took him by the hand, both bowed refpeftfully 
to the public, then embraced each odier, and, 
went off arm ia arm. The noife that fucceeded 
muft have been heard to obtain any idea of it« 

The other two pieces performed thk cTening, 
Lucas et Luzette, an opera in one a£t, and Felix, 
an opera in three a£is, were abfolutely infupport- 
able. Infipid mufic, inlipid dialogue, and infipid 
plots. I could not forb^LT laughing at an old 
nurfe in Feiix, intended for a German, but the 
poor foul had entirely forgotten her mother 
tongue, and tortured her words in fuch a deplora- 
ble manner, that it might as well have been the 
language of the Hottentots. 
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The Jmrnal dt PMris of this morning contains 
fo high an encomium on the fifh-women, that I 
cannot refift giving it a place here. 

" Les Dames de la- Halle^'* fuch is the name 
given tOr thefe ladies, " were admitted at the 
" Opening of this fittings and prefented their good 
** wifties for a happy iffue to the labours of tlie 
** National Reprefentatives. The Affemfaly re- 
**ceived their wiflies with fatisfaflion as the 
*^ voice tof the people. It is known, that the 
*^ Dames de la Halle have often ftepped forward 
" in this revolution, ?nd ahvays full of patriotifm. 
" Their charafter, at all times prone to indepen- 
** dencei their freedond of fpeech, which was even 
*^ pardoned at a time when little was pardoned, 
*^ muft naturally give them a difiinguiihed zeal 
*^ for liberty. How ignorant, then muft they be 
" of the motives which have influenced late 
" events^'wbo can doubt the purity of theirs ! The 
** time, has been, when fuch obfervations would, 
** perhaps, have called forth the fmile of contempt 
** from people of Ten, and they might have 
** ferved a» fivlrjefts Tfor their witticifms. But 
** wha* now is this Ton ? What became of it 
" from the moment when the proud and manly 
^^ voice of freedom made itfelf be heard ?*' 

This 
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This Ton in triath is vaniflied. But whether 
the fifti-women have fubftituted any thing better 
in its, place, every one can judge who- has fince 
that time fpent only three days at Paris. 

Receive my friendly falutations, thou firft dajr 
of anew year! — God be thanked! I have now- 
turned my back upon the moft unfortunate year 
of my life ! Certain am I that the coming year 
cannot bring me any calamity fo great as the 
laft produced — it <:annot rob me of a fecond Fre- 
derica! — ^The future can deprive me of Iktle, 
but it may rcftore me much. I have no more 
hopes in this world : what I have loft is irrepara- 
ble ' — Yet welcome, thou new year, for thou 
bringeft me one ftep neater to the joys of abetter 
life! 

On this day twelve months, as I was fitting 
in my ftudy, my little William came in, and re- 
peated courageoufly, and without hefitation, a 
pretty little new-year's wifli taught him • by his 
mother, who herfelf ftooa at the door to liften 
whether or not he repeated his leffon correftly. 

I caught her in my arms — (he wept. ^^ Why 
*' weeps my love ?" I afked* 

^^Alas!" 
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*^ Alast" fhe faid, *^ a year ago I wJflhed the 
** reftoration of your health, but in vain— ^ahd 
" I fear that my wiihes now fliould prove equally 



^ vain." 



** Make yourfelf eafy, deareft Frederica,'* I re- 
plied, <• I art) hotwithftanding happy. Many si 
•'joyful day liave I experienced in this year, and 
*' for the moft joyful I am indebted to thee/' 

Yes, 1 was indeed happy in fpite 6{ my debi- 
litated frame. My health is now amended, but 
my happinefs is gone foi* ever. The only enjoy- 
ment that remains to me is in recurring to the 
paft, my only hopes are in futurity — ^that futurity 
that will re-unite me to her — to her, who alone 
among a thoufand women tould make me com- 
pletely happy. Ah ! why was fhe given me 
only to lofe her again !-»— and yet I would not foi* 
all the treafures this world could beftow, ftrike 
out of my life the fix years of blifs I experienced 
\vith her ! would not for a moment lofe the 
recolleflbn o^ the moft trifling joy we have 
fhared together. The waters of Lethe appear* 
to me an ill-invented fable. Do we not find 
every where, and even hereafter 'twill doubtlefs 
be the fame, that the reurrence to paft joys 
forms one of the primary fources of thofe we 

X deem 
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deem prefent. Yes, mj loft,, a4ored Fie^ferka I 
douhtl^fs a part of thy Ixappioefs conies in think* 
ing of me !— Perhaps thou art (b occupied on 
this very day — if yet thy time be mea&re4 by 
days and hours — ^perh^ps at this very moment, 
yri^en the tears called forthi by thefe recblledions 
fiream down my cheeks^ falling on the ^^e 
dog, once thy favourite. Ah L this poor ammal 
now lies conftantly on my lap ; an iodulgeoce 
which, in former times^ he^ as thou knoweft, was 
p^ver allowed, 

. I was this n)orning in the ancient church of 
Notre Dame: It is an old taftelefs Gothic build- 
ing, yet awakens in the hes^t a kind of felemn 
and reverential awe. It contaii)^. fome yety ex** 
cellent piQures. The Catholic churches are. in 
general much handibmer burldings^ aqd much 
more richly ornamented thspi thofe of theJ^ 
teftant religion* One is irrefiftibly excited to 
devotion^ and moft irrefiftibly, when a fokmn 
filence reigns l^rpughopt^ interrupted opiy 
at intervals by the foft whifpers of a fingle voice 
pouring forth its pious orifons. This (llence, is 
never obferved in a Prpteftant place of worOiipt 
It feems the idea there^ that piety muft be kept 
c»nftaiEit]y.in motion, left the thread flioiiildfiiap* 
Tbus» hymn^ pfalm, prayer, and litany^ cquffe 
e^ch other fo clofely^ that they are in danger 
2 of 
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of prodaacing a furfett ;, and when all is over, the 
church-doors are clbfed, and God is not per* 
mitted to give audience to thofe who would like 
to kneel and pour out their fouls to him in pri- 
vate. That I may not be reproached with par> 
tiality^ I muft add^ that I am myfelf a Luthe- 
ran* 

In the great cHurch ctf Notre Datnevre found 
ftvetH people on their knees who did not feem 
at ajl to heed us. By one of the pillars fat a nmij 
with fix little girls all dreffed alike. Our guide 
tcM' us that they were foundlings^ and that the 
Foundling Hofpital was clofe at hand. 

^ We immediately went . thi Aer, and I thank 
God for the deKght&l fteKngs with which I 
there commenced the new year* We were con- 
dttSed into a large room^ wbeie flood a him- 
dred little beds ranged^ in {aat^ mws^ . in each 
of which lay a child of above a year old, all 
as clean and neat as poffible. TJne mr in the 
room was perfeftly fweet and whelefome^ with* 
oi»t the leaft bad fmell whatever* 

An old nun came towards ns^ and received us 

with tfae mo& frairi^ feremty. '^ You coiae»'' 

fmd ihe,^ *' to vifit my maatroM, (amlf. L am a 

X 2 ** happy 
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**^ happy mother : I have juft received a new*year*s 
aprefent of ten additional children." 

Thefe (he (hewed us- The attendants v^^ere 
then wa(hing and fceditfg them. A number of 
girls grown up, all foundlings, fat round :the 
chimney, and by their care of thefe newly-arrived 
guefts, ftrove to repay the kindnefs they had 
themfelves received. It might have been tx^ 
pefted that a hundred children would make ^ 
great noifc and crying, but they were all per- 
feftly quiet, and feemed perfefiHy. contented ; an 
additional proof that they are well taken care of, 
and want for nothing; 

Five thoufand eight hundred : and forty*two 
children were received into this hofpital in the 
courfe of the laftyear. Seventeen hundred riurfes 
are retained in its fervice.in the country, but the 
good old nun complained that it was now dif- 
ficult to get nuffes, as ibe could ^not pay thdm> 
fince ibe bad not received any money for a long 
time, and the National AflTembly had not. yet 
taken the inftitution into their hands. SSseifiiew-: 
ed us how the children were fed with rice 
and mi\k^ a method (be did not approve. Some 
years ago, (hefaid, the nurfes were all difcbarged^ 
to introduce this new made of feeding, but a litr 

tie 
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tie experience fufficiently proved that it would 
not do, and the purpofe was of neceffity relin- 
<5[ui{hed. 

This nun is certainly one of the happieft of 
people, not only in Paris, but in the world at 
large. Never did I fee in any countenance fo 
much fweet compofure and ferenity. She carries 
a heaven in her heart, the efFefl: of her mildnefs 
and patience here on earth. Towards the grown- 
up children, her deportment was equally like one 
of the irioft affedionate of mothers. They all 
appeared to place unreferved confidence in her, 
and fpoke without any fhynefs or diftruft. She 
Ihewed us a pretty little girl, and begged of us to 
alk her where Ihe was found. 

'^ In the fnow," anfwered the poor little crea- 
ture. 

Over the door of the room is infcribed, upon 
a tablet, ** My father and my mother have for* 
'' faken me, but the Lord hath had compaffion 
*^ upon me." 

One room contains the linen of thefe little 
orphanls. It was an interefting fight to fee it en* 
tirely filled with clean linen as white asfhow, . 
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We parted from the good dkl atm %v4di tem 
in our eyes. I never (hall forget the hour thM I 
fpent there. Oh t had my Frederica but beea 
with me ! what a feaft would it have been to her 
gentle and benevolent foul ! I could almofi fancy 
I fee her now with tears of pkafii^ iadaeft 
flreaming down her cheeks. 

The papers of to-day contwted the foUowiag 
wttticiihi: 

^' We have been iaforined, but we do not 
** pledge ourfelves for the authenticity <rf the in^ 
^ telligence^ that in the village of Roo;iecourt> 
** near Mezieres-le-vie, a woman was latelj 
'* brought to bed of three boy^, to which were 
'^ given the nicknames of La Nation^ La Loi, and 
'^ Le Rai. La Naiion and La Lot are dedd> but Le 
" Roi is alive, and likely to do well." 

It was our intention to have pafibd the evtm- 
tog a»t the Theatre Franfak Comifue ^ Lyriftc^ 
whese a favourite piece, which has been v^ry 
often repeated, called Nicodmus in the Mocm^ was 
to be perform^. But we went too late^ and 
£siund the ' houfe ib crowded^ that, it wa$ im* 
pofiifale to get places^ 

Our 
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Oar evil genius, therefore, led us on to the 
Tkehtre Qmique des JJfoctiSj where we found 
places with difficulty, where we \^ere affailed 
on all fides by heat and (links, and ^here a 
perpetual noife behind us, and before the door, 
deprived us of the few crumbs we might other- 
wife have picked up. 

But it was no great lofs, fince there was noi 
thing, I believe, worth hearing, for a more mife* 
table theatre I have not feen in my Parifiah 
pilgrimage. The firft piece was VHomite Htm- 
me, in one aft. It contained fo little of novelty, 
that though I faw it now for the firft time, I could 
have fencied it the hundredth. Setondly, was 
i-^prefefited Le Triomphe de V Amour, in three 
whining infipid a£ls. Never did love folemnize 
a» more wearying triumph. Laftly came Les 
Etrennes de la Liberii Conquife, an opera in one aft. 

This Was beyond expr^ffion filly and abfurd. 
Mercury j^ppfears, and announces that Minerva, 
Mar$, Bacchus, and Ciipid, are on their way to 
Paris, arid in conformity to the eftabliflied cuf- 
torn, intend to open their fliops on New- Year's 
Day, and offer their goods to fale at very low 
prices. The deities announced, appeared imme- 
diately ^tcfr, and fung their ptofeffions witlTout 
any mnfical accompaniment, in the true ballad- 
finger 
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finger tone. They then adjourned each to a cor- 
ner of the ilage, which they called their ihopt. 
It muft be obferved by the way» that the ilage, 
jnftead of being illuminated after the ufual man- 
ner/ wafr lighted only by one ordinary, lanthom. 

Abundance of purchafers now appeared. Mi-* 
nerva offered her wifdom, and Mars his cou- 
rage to fale, at a very cheap rate. To the 
latter^ his cuftomers replied^ that they had.al* 
ready a profuiion of this commodity in the na« 
tion, and that the French were the firft people 
who had brought real freedom down upon the 
earth. La Fayette was every moment named 
or fung, Happy was it for him that he could 
not hear it. The clergy muft alfo here, as every 
where, be made fubjetis of ridicule* Among the 
throng was an Abbe, who had been deprived 
of his benefice, whom Minerva invited to be her 
ciiftomer. He replied, that his order, it was true, 
had always had learning and wifdom in their 
mouths, but not in their hearts. He, therefore, 
made his bow to her^ and went over to Bacchus 
and Cupid, whofe wares throughout found the 
readied fale. 

But fince few at laft became purchafers, and 
the Deities expreffed their furprize at it, the 
Coddefs Liberty herfelf appeared in th^ form 

of 
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the riddle. It is well known, Qie obferved, that 
tJ^ French love variety in their amufeiDents. 
Wifdom> courage, love, and wine, they had 
pofiefled for many centuries,, but liberty, never 
till this moment, and it was therefore mod natu* 
ral that they ihould now run aftecher. JLudi* 
crous enough^ that liberty ihould be coDfida*ed 
only as an ^unufement, which the French have 
fought by way of variety. Ludicrous enough 1—* 
yet at the fame time it muft be owned ^s^t it 
is apparently very true. 

Of np evening fince my arrival at Paris have 
I felt fo heartily weary as of this* 

The Palai$-Royal was very brilliant. The 
fliops were all fet out in the higheft tafie, and 
fplendidly illuminated. There were particularly 
. a number of extremely pretty things made in 
fugar, and the fuper-abundantly fugared French 
tan after them very eagerly. 

JAN 2. 

I tranfgribe the following advertifement from a 
'^9per of to-day, in the full conviftion that it can 
be meant only as joke, finc^ it fcems. fcarcely 
poffiUe that any one fhould ferioufly put forth 
(uch a tiiTue of abfurdity, 

^^n 
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** In the Bureau de t^oyer^ in the tVtc^iy R)it 
^duG^andCkdmiery at nutiib^r one, ill the fitft 
•• ftoty, is a painter df taucfa gte'ater pffifeAional 
*^ (kill than Rafael, Rubeds, oir MScfaa^! Atige- 
•* lo. Htf can paint five-&iid-twenty portraits itl 
** ^ay^ of any price, frottl eighteen livres to k 
** hundred louis, and fo on by the week or month; 
■* For the poor this is done gratis^ He is \tif 
•* confident of foon acquiring a fortune, either by 
*' excellent recomraendatibns, or by immenfe lot- 
•* feries where nobody (hall put in, yet every body 
** win, or by grand fpeculations, the infallibility of 
*^ which is proved in a hundred new and fur- 
•* pris^ing volumes. All othdf forts of paintings 
" at proportionable prices.*' 

My readers may perhaps be aftoniflied, but this 
is not all. 

•* Stoves to be had of fifteen inches in dii- 
*' meter, afad twenty-five inches in height, x^faich 
*' communicate as much heat as fifty cortimoii 
•* ftoves, and would warm the whole circus daily 
*' for twelve fous. Farther : chimneys of glafs, 
^ and unCombuftible paper, ftoves of gauze, 
" glafs, wood, pafteboard, or linen, ixdt^ fiine 
^Ime* to fifty louis/' 
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If this was not inferted under the abfurd 
idea of an excellent joke^ though it is difficult to 
difcovcr any joke in it, it muft have come from 
a mad'houfe. I will not be fool enough to go 
thither^ left it fliould fare with me as with the 
audience of Hans North, when he promifed to 
creep through a bottle. 

I was fo ill this morning, that I could not 
go out. For Come days I have been apprehen- 
five of fuch an attack, but I hoped that it 
might be kept off by diflipation. In vain! — I 
was obliged, tjierefore, to have recourfe to my 
old friends, camomile tea and powders, from 
which I have fo often received great benefit. 
Alas ! what ufed to be a balm to my foul in 
all my corporeal fufferings, is now loft to me, and 
I feel the anguiih of them doubled. . 

Oh, my Frederica ! how unjuft was I towards 
fate when I fo often wanted to gather the 
rofes that bloffomed around me, without the? 
thorns. Even thofe hours. of anguifli when I have 
walked up and down the room racked and tcwr- 
tured with ray malady, when I could not fpeak 
to any one^ no, not to thee, and could think of 
nothing but myfelf— Even thofe hours are charm- 
ing to me in recoUe^ion, for then thou wert with 
m^! Then didft thou fit upon a corner of the 

^' fopha 
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fopha in filence, with thy work in thy han<js» 
from which thou didft fometimes take a fiolen 
glance towards me, yet cautioufly avoidii^ to 
wipe a tear from thine eyes, unlefs when mjr 
l>ack was turned. Thus fometimcs "h^ve we 
pafled whole hours. Yet, while all ths^ was 
mortal about me was in agony, my foul could 
ftill feel the higheft enjoyment in the fercne 
tranfports of domeftic happinefe. 

But when thefe corporeal feelings fubfided, and 
the fpirltual obtained the complete afcendancy, 
what then were our mutual ecftafics ? I gave 
thee my hand, it was the well-known fignal that 
my fufFerings were abated — ^thy work was laid 
afide, and I no longer thought only of myfelf, 
walked only by myfelf, but arm in arm wc paced 
the room together — then one kifs, and all was 
forgotten. , 

Happy and cheerful, I laid myfelf down upon 
the fopha — the more happy for beiug alone with 
thee, for never thefti did I find the time pafs hea*- 
vily. Perhaps thou didft take a booki and read 
to me, or went to the harpfichord while I ac* 
companied thee with my flute.-— Ye Uifaftd hours, 
never, never can ye be repeated l^^-^Oh, we were' 
fo all-fufficient to each others that every thing 
elft appeared fuperfluous td u$. If fometimcs 

we 
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we fancied we might find amufement at a bail, or 
Ibme other diverfion, and went thither, the ma- 
nient the clock ftruck ten, my Frederica came tq 
me, or I went to her, ** My love, fliall we not 
** go home?"—" Oh, yes," was the conftant ao- 
fwer, and the firft words, as we entered our own 
faoufe, were, " Thank God we are again here !" 

Ye, who havp never tafted the fweets of wed-* 
ded happinefs, .may perhaps diftend your faces. 
Hito ^ farcaftic Trntle. at readmgthefe effiifidns. 
Poor men ! —--In one refpeft only are ye to be 
envied, ye have nothing to lofe. 

In the evening I was fo much better, that I 
ventured to the opera, where the fplendid fpe6ta- 
<3le of Armida was performed. I fay nothing of 
the mufic, I do not pretend to be a coimoijfeury 
but the name of Gluck befpeaks excellence. 
The decorations are indeed fuperb beyond all ex- 
pi^fllon.^ The fliower of fire that falls from 
heaven, in which Armida afcends into the air, 
and looks down "upon the burning ruins of her 
caftle^ was horribly fine. 

I iHfuft here make aTemark, which principally 
concerns our German players. The opera was: 
this evening uncommonly thin, probably becaufe 
ihtComediins de Monfieur firft opened their new 

theatre. 
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tiieatre, aiidtte company aH titronged thi^ef« 
But notwitfafiandiiig this failure o£ fpc^tors, the 
pcrformeFs^ exerted tibemfelves withnolef&ardovr 
than if the boufe had been crowded in evofy 
paft. No iUhhumour was vifible on a fingle 
countenance, t»)' appearance offullehnefs or^aC* 
content. Our German players, on the contrary, 
are always difconcerted at a thin houfe^ and gab^ 
ble over their partis with evident peeviflinefs and 
ilUwilL They feetn rejoiced to get off the fiage> 
. and the audience fire mot very, (brry to.iiee them, 
go. This I have often obfented^ even in our beft 
players, and I mufl ieverely lepnobate it. 

JANUARY S^ 

I canuot remain longer at Fttis, for were I to 
continue here a whole year, I Khould never find 
my felf at home, and where I . am not at home, I 
cannot be even contented. > A nunaber of trifles, 
each of which taken fepamtttlyy might appear in* 
fignificant, all together make my ftay here'vteiy 
uncomfortable, I do, indeed, believe that the 
feme Will always be felt by'thofe \v4io have 
been accuftomed to a certain uniform mode of 
rrfe ; or, why (hould I not fpeakin plain terms'? 
who are fomewhat prccifc^ which is certa«fy my 
cafe. :^u^ -^ 

Hike 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



lit yiitevT #b P4B:i$, 919 

]:]ikatorife9tfix id tHe morning. Ih G^r* 
Qiajiy, I ea^ have my breakfaft at any time, heve 
I muft wmt tin the gaf$(m at the coffee-thoiife 
.fi)^U b^ pleafe4 to kave bis bed^ which may n^ 
be perhaps till between eight and aine, ccmfe* 
quei\t]y I am I^ept fjafting for three hows. This 
|$f<3MQi>i^^?ary to.fflyufual pra^e^ that it gi^Mss 
me yeiy unple^nl (tnfaliioBS. 

' In thfi fj^mi pltu$. The fife warms me onl5r 
in. firost^ and the. room it does not warm at alh 
I love 8|9 i^qii^l w^L^ntb throughout. Befides> 
the intolerably Maze in tbe chimney is extremely 
pernicious to the eyes« 

Thirdif^ Notwithftwding that our rooms are 
h^dfoo^ly fifmjiQied wi^h fift: and mahogany, 
th^^e oQ^y pi^ved with ftone. This. I difUkie 
mqft heartily, fince I miuft alyirays fit i^ warm 
^ts« to pi^event the chill and damp aflfe£ting my 
feet. 

f!0m:iifyi. A^ t|i^. good people here do not 
ufually rife till noon, fo they do not dine till even- 
ing. This is infuflferable to thofe who are accuf- 
tQn|^ti> Qrdeir thftir maal$ with the regufaurity of 
cjk^cte-worl;. 
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Fiftify. After having mited fo tong fot din-^ 
ncr, it is at laft tiot MrortH having, unlefo indeed 
one can be content to puirhafe a tolerable meal 
at the intolerable price of a louis. I, for my 
part, who am of opipion that half a dollar ought 
to fiimifti the table decently^ do not like to pay 
more. But for this I only get ndeagre broth with 
fodden beef, a naufeous fricafe^, or. roaft-meat 
of fome kind dried to a cinder. If it were not for 
potatoes, which we have regularly everyday, we 
might often rift hnngry from table. The wirie 
is as bad as it is dear, and the water, evert 
when filtrated, milky, muddy, and of a fweetifli 
tafte. 

Sixthly. The beds are another grievance^ 
Tliey are as hai^d-as the benches in an alehoufe^ 
and he who is of a plethoric habit; would ftand 
but a bad chance in them, iince there is tiothihg 
to fupporthis head but a little round thing much 
like the pillows we ufe upon our fophas. I 
have always been obliged to lay my coat and 
cloak underneath it, to raxfe'my head only to a 
level with my feet- 

Seventhly. He who has been in thef habit of 
going to bed regularly at ten o'clock, if he ad*, 
here to his praftice, will in vain hope to fleep, 
till he become accuftomed to the eternal rattle 

of 
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of carrbgeS) which nevetr c^afee till two in the 
inoming. It feems as if thts Olympic games were 
celebrating under the windows, and all the/tf- 
tres/m. Paris \^ere running for the priies» 

Such are the evils experienced within dpors. 
If a man venture out, a thoufand new ones are 
tp be encountered* 

Suppofing the expedition is to be made on 
foot, he muft wade through a black i^ire all 
the way> and expeft to be run againft firft by 
a water caik, then by a fifh-woman — ^firft by a 
crier, then by a fedan-chair— or to be. fpattered 
all over with mud by the carriages— or to be 
affaikd by. a hundred beggars-*-or tormented by 
a hjindred ladies of plealure-n^r to be flopped 
by a hundred Savoyards with fomething or other 
to fell, and always take all foreigners for 
Mykrds ready to throw their money into the 
Arrets, and whom they can coniequently dupe 
at pleafure* Then, if furmounting all thefe ob- 
ftacles, he have got the length of one ftreet, before 
he can crols into another, it may perhaps be 
neceffary to flop a qviarter of an hour watching 
an opportunity to efcape without b^iilg run over* 
I, who^ am never more given up to fancy than 
when walking along the ftreets, find thefe thbgs 
intolerable. * 

Y Then, 
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Then, if to avoikl thefe inconvenienciei, he 
get into a carriage, the chsmces are ten to one 
that in the narrow angular ftreets, from the con- 
courfc of other carriages, he may be amuiednot 
unfrequently with a flop of many minutes, ere 
it be poflible to pafs ; aU which time is fpent 
freezing to death with the winds that draw in at 
every corner in thefe airy vehicles, and upon the 
rack with impatience. And when at laft the 
cdachmlan, by great dexterity, gets througb this 
labyrinth, and arrives fafely at the place of defti- 
nation, it is fcarcely pofiible to efeape tinder 
a quarter of an hour's wrangle with him, fince 
he conftantly iniifts upon more than is his due» 
It is Well known that the drivers oi fiacra never 
were diftinguifhed for their /idA>«j^, and it will 
hardly be fuppofed that in the prefent rage for 
liberty they are improved in this refpe^. 

But one of my greateft grievances is the air 
of Paris. Let the heavens be ever fo clear 
and ferene, ftill an eternal mift hovers Qver 
the town, nor is it poffible to fee any objeft 
the length of a ftreet. The compofition of this 
mift is principally a pungent fmoke, arifing from 
the j^roftj^on of cook's fliops, and whkh^ in 
paffing them, has often affeCled my head fo 
touch as to make my eyes water,j Indeed, the 
effeft has frequently continued when the caufe 
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ho tong£r extfted, and I hold this fieam there- 
fore to be of an extremely pernicious quality^. 

Two things more yet remain to be noticed. 
The infufferable egotifm of the inhabitants, which 
is to me ofienfive beyond exprefiioh-<^-and .their 
propenfity to fraiKiand impofition^ 

He who does not look well to what he is 
&bout» may depend upon being cheated of his 
ftioney in all poflible ways > and this in fo grofs 
and ihamelefs a manner/ that it cannot but excite 
in every honeft bofom the deepeft contempt and 
idifguft at fo; profligate and mercenary a race. : 

I bought a little Spani(h dog one day in the 
Palsiis-Royal. It was then of a beautiful brown 
colour, but it had not been many days in my 
poffeffion, before this changed to a dingy ydlow> 
and at length to a perfeft white. The animal 
in faft was painted. For myfelf I cared little 
about the matter, but . I felt indignant at having 
been made the obje£t of fuch a petty contempti- 
ble fraud. 

AH thefe things make Paris daily more and 
tnore infupportable to me, and as I revolved 
them over in my mind this morning, I fuddenly 
came to the refalution of leaving it to-morrow. 

Y 2 But 
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But leave Paris without going to the National 
Aflembly? — No, that cannot be. MiMofieur 
I'Abbe de R had indeed repeatedly made 

liberal promifes of getting U8 tickets of adcnif* 
fion, yet, like moft of his countrymen, had put 
us (# with fine words only. But fince we coukl 
not be immediately aware, that to promife and 
to perform were 'with him two things, we had 
been prevented feeking them by other means. 
Happily, however, a man may have any. thing 
here for money, and even tickets for the National 
Aflembly are made a lucrative branch of traffic 
A traffic that can hardly be ccmcealed from the 
reprefentatiyes, and which for their own credit 
they ought to fupprefs. Our fervant procured 
us, without difficulty, two tickets for three livres 
each. 

We were obliged to alight at fome diftance 
from the place where the fittings are held, and 
had two or three courts to wade through before 
.we reached the hall. In one of thefe we were 
in imminent danger of flicking fail in the black 
mire, and another was fo ftill of water, that the 
Savoyards had laid planks along it, which we 
lijuft pay for going over. Perhaps they had 
themfelves drenched it with water with this very 
defign. Thefe things'^ began even at the outfet 

to 
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to leflfen my ideas of the Affetribly of iheir twelve 
iimdred Majeflies. 

We now approached the mom itfelf. And 
bark ! the fhouts of liberty refounded in our 
earsi At the diftance of at leaft two hundred 
fteps we were faluted with a tumultuous burft of 
laughter^ proceeding from the AiTembly. We 
were conduced into a gallery, which was already 
occupied by people three deep, fo that we did 
not get even a convenient place for our fix livres^ 
The hall is very long and wide, and on each 
fide benches for the members are ranged in an 
amphitheatral form. Many, however, waHc 
about, and many alfo ftand in the area in the 
middle, or run firft to this fide, then to that, with 
tablets in their hands, in which they write fx6m 
time to time. 

The debate was very animated. As we en- 
tered, a young man upon the left hand was 
fpeaking. He declaimed vehemently againft the 
clergy, and fpoke of a prieft whb had fubjoined 
the following limitation to his oath : Conformably 
to what was ordained by the bifiop of Lydda^- This 
occafioiied a great commotion. They all began 
talking and exclaiming together, and bandied 
jokes find farcafms backwards and forwards, 
laughing at them all the time moft unmercifully. 

This 
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This tumultuous laughter, which ^ias very often 
repeated, appeared to me truly unworAy th* 
dignity of fuch an affembly, honoured with the 
title of reprefentatives of a great nation. . I coni- 
fefs, that were I a member of it, thefewitticifai* 
and this mirth would drive me out again» as 
quickly as I was driven out now, when only an 
auditor. For after a folemn refolution was paflF- 
ed, that the clergy fliould fwear without refer* 
vation, and the Affembly proceeded to difcuffing 
in what manner witneffes fliould be examined in 
future, I was fo little interefted that I went away. 
I entered the hall with great expectations, but 
departed with very petty impreiSons upon xny 
mind. 

In the evening we packed up. our trunks, 
which occupied us to fo late an hour that we 
could not get places at the opera, which I wiihed 
to viiit for the laft time. We therefore went to 
the Thehtre de laliaiion^ where was reprefented 
Turcarety a pretty little comic opera, abounding 
with wit. It Was fo admirably performed, that 
I quitted the houfe, fully convinced daat the 
French adors cannot be exceeded in ccxnedy by 
thofe of any nation. 

An anecdote which I learned this afternoon^ 
from very good authority, muft not be omitted. 

When 
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When the Duke of Orleans was at Court on 
New-year's 4ay, and was ftanding to warm him- 
felf by the chimney, one of the courtiers faid to 
another, in a fort of half whifper, yet taking 
care that the duke fliould overhear him, ff^iai 
h^hufs has tiaf Ravaillac here ? The duke, how- 
ever, was fo priident as to turn a deaf ear to the 
remark. 

JANUARY 4« 

At fix o'clock we quitted Paris in the famous 
Diligence. I was fomewhat better reconciled to 
it in this journey than ia my former, fince there 
was only a fingle pafTenger befides ourfelves ; a 
printer, going to Peterlburgh, very filent and mo- 
deft in his deme.anour, confequently in no way 
troubleibme to us. We were feated very com- 
modioufly, could ftretch out our legs and arms, at 
pleafure, had no difputes about opening or {hut- 
ting the windows, were not compelled to liften 
to miferable jokes, and common infipid Diligence- 
converfation, and had, to crown -all, moft charm- 
ing-weather. All thefe advantages put us into 
good humour, and gave us fpirits and ftrength to 
contend with the few inconveniencies that re- 
mained, and which could not by any means be 
obviated. 

When 
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When we had turned our backs upon Paris 
about an hour, and began again to breathe pure 
and uncontaminated air, I felt as if a rock had 
been removed from oflF my heart. If my feelings 
were not happy, they have at leaft not for a 
long time been fo compofed as on the two firit 
days of our journey. The road lay along the 
banks of the Mame. The country is all the 
way highly cultivated, and poffeffes an infinite 
variety of charms, all which appeared ' to ^ the 
higheft advantage from being illumined by the 
genial rays of a mild fun. I could not indeed 
help feeling fome aftonifliment, that fcenery fo 
fmiling and lovely had not been made the fubje£t 
of innumerable idylls. I kept the window by 
me conftantly open, never weary with contem-r 
plating the charms of peaceful nature, and though 
I thought little, I felt much. Thanks to thee, 
wortby printer, thou wcrt generally afleep, and 
didft not teaze me with talking. 

We went by Saint Menehould to Metsr, 
where we arrived on the feventh. The theatre^ 
to which I immediately repaired, muft, I imagine, 
be one of the beft provincial theatres in France. 
The houfe is very handfome, but nothing elfe was 
worth feeing, 

Wc 
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We hired a x^arriage at Metz to carrj us to 
Mentz, the driver of which fpoke a little miie* 
rable German, in a vile Lorraine dialeft. The 
poor devil, whofe head was fet into fomewhat of 
a whirl by liberty, had nearly Men a martyr to 
his idol, among the good Germans, who, if their 
princes be deferving, cleave to them with heart 
and foul. 

Of this defcription is the Prince of Leiningen, 
on whom our coachman was pleafed to caft fome 
reflexions, at one of the inns where we flopped, 
becaufe we had been obliged to pay for a good 
chaujfee^ when no chaujfee was in exiftence. 

Now 'tis very true, that there is a great deal of 
iin&ir play with refpe£l to the money paid for keep- 
ing up the roads in Germany, but our gentleman 
ihould have noticed it with more circumfpe^iop. 
This want of caution he was made to feel very 
feverely. The hoft, an elderly man, did not ap- 
pear at firft to pay much attention to his remarks, 
but his fon, a fiery impetuous young fellow, took 
up the matter with fufficient warmth, and utter- 
ed a volley of imprecations, and farcafms, in part 
upon the whole French nation, in part only upon 
the French individual who had given the offence^ 
This at length roufed the creeping blood of the 
old man, and he too joined his eloquence to hi^ 
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fon's. In vain did the poor coacUman endea- 
vour to avert their wrath, by giving them the 
failed words poflible, and afiiiriiig them moft fi> 
lemnly, that what he faid was mere joke ; both 
father and fon were preparing to give him cor- 
poral cbaftifement ; and had we not interpofed, 
he had probably been difabled from purfuing his 
journey for three days at leaft. I would venture 
a confiderable wager, that when the fellow re- 
turns home, he will fhrug his fhoulders, and fay, 
'^ Ah, the£b German dunces ! 'tis not worth a 
" man's while to give himfelf the trouble of 
** preaching liberty among them !" 

A fhort time before we arrived at the place 
where this unlucky adventure happened, as we 
were purfuing our way amid hills and woods, 
we paifed a pretty little hunting-feat, in a very- 
wild and romantic country. The beauty df its 
fituation excited my attention, but that was ftill 
more arretted by a fmall round building in a 
thicket, over which was infcribed Solomont 
Gessner. I cannot exprefs my.furprife. I 
flopped the carriage, alighted, and made a pil- 
grimage to the fpot. The temple was not quite 
£ni{hed, and had nothing ftriking in it, but the 
idea charmed me ; and in my heart I bieifed the 
prince who could pay fuch an honourable tribute 
to German poetry. 

When 
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When we arrived at the above-mentibned 
inn, and noticed to the Leiningian patriot what 
we had feen: ** Oh, yes," faid the old man, " I 
^' know what you mclan-— 'tis Solomon's Tern- 
•* pie." 

In the fame narrow valley I faw the moft pic- 
turefque ruins that are perhaps to be found in all 
Germany. I was told, that they are the remains 
of a caftle deftroyed in the thirty year's war. 
My informer, however, was a Jew, in whofe hif- 
torical knowledge I do not place any great con- 
fidence. 

JANUARY 12. 

We arrived atMentz, for the prefent the boun- 
dary of my travels. The climate here is foft 
and mild, the country about tranfcendently beau- 
tiful, and the fociety — fuch as is very pleafant, at 
Jeaft to him who is always pleafed with being 
alone. . 

The theatre is one of the beft in Germany, 
and has an excellent company, for which 'tis 
principally indebted to the Baron von Dalberg. 
Meffrs. Cook, Chrift, and Porfch, are certainly at 
the head of their profeffion. The firft is too fel- 
dom to be feen, fince one wiflies to fee him con- 
ftantly. The lovely Madame Porfch, the roguifli 

Madame 
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Madame Mende, and Madame Eunike, the na- 
tural Gurli, are at the head of the female per- 
formers upon this ftage. Seldom will fo much 
beauty be found in one company. 

The opera here is alfo upon a very good efta- 
blilhment. I need only mention Madame Wal- 
ter, and Madame Schick, to. confirm what I ad- 
vance. 

Any further obfervations upon Ment2 Iwave. 
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A LL that I have written above are the pure 
•^^ efTuiions of my inmoft foul, infcribed with- 
out ftudy or art. Many inaccuracies may per* 
haps be found in them, but they muft remain, I 
cannot poIiHi or alter a fyllable ; for were that to 
be' done, the chara£ler of the work would be 
entirely deftroyed. 

I wiihed to give a faithful reprefentation of 
my feelings, to ihow how, amid a thoufand difli- 
pations in which I engaged, they uniformly re- 
mained die iame. He who has read this little 
book, knows rae as well as I know myfelf. At 
the beginning I was doubtful whether it would 
entertain the reader, now it is finiflied I hope 
that it may. Why fhould it not be read with as 
much pleafore as a romance ? Truth has gene- 
rally afferted its fuperiority over fiSion, and here 
is truth, if truth ever was written. 

I have 
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I have within a few days been ftrongly coii-* 
firmed in this hope. In the fupplement to a 
Hamburgh newfpaper, which fell accidentally 
into my hands, I found an article addrcffed to me. 
I fiarted^ and read : 

** A number of friends of both fexes in Silefia, 
" wholly unknown to me, only attrafted towards 
" me by the ftrong bands of feeling and fym- 
*' pathy, defire to offer me this public teftimony 
" of their ibrrow for my lofs> and participation in 
^' my afBifition, as well as their wifhes to confote 



I cannot exprefs how much this little piece of 
attention, furprifed, .affe£ied, and delighted me. 
What a fweet reward is it to poetry, thus to find 
companion and friendftiip under a foreign cli* 
mate, at a time when both are fo much wanted 1 

I hare return my fincere thanks to thefe excet 
lent people, and heartily wiQi. them kmgto re* 
tain all the tender tie^ they now enjoy* Hearts 
like theirs cannot fait to have many friends, amd 
dear connections, and while thefe are Tetdned^ 
they may trnfy be pronounced happy. 

I am thus affured that there is a circle from 
which my work will not be fpumed. And if my 
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fate meets with fympathy in Silefia, where I am 
unknown, why may I not hope to find equal pity 
in other countries, which I jxeyer did, and per- 
haps never (hall, vifit. 

Then, in God's name, thou little book, go 
forth and feek thy fortune ! — Fly the roofs pf the 
happy,, feek ftielter only with the unhappy, there 
wilt thou be received with kindnefs and .refpeS. 
That I wrote thee was the irrefiftible impujfe of 
my heart — that I printed thee, may perhaps be a 
fubje£i of cenfure for the critics ; and l have only 
to urge in^excufe, the natural and. human v^iih^ 
to intereft men of worth and feeling in my fa- 
vour. 

On the title ftood at firft, PTritten for friends — 
but fince I read that confoling article in the pa- 
per, I have enlarged it thus. Written for friends, 
hotk knoivn and unknown. 



And now, to whom (hall I dedicate my work ? 
To whom but to her whofe many exalted virtues 
fefved as a pattern for my Frederica's imitation 
— a pattern which (he might nearly be faid to 
equal. — To whom but to thee, 

MOST 
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MOST EXCELLENT, MOST AMIABLE, 

MADAME ROSEr 

To thee who wert a mother to us, at a time 
when we were far removed from our natural mo- 
ther ! — Oh, how folacing to the heart is it to 
acknowledge kindnefs that has been deeply felt ! 

Alas ! thy daughter refts in her long laft fleep ! 
— Oh, do not caft from thee thy forfaken fon ! — 
Thy daughter now repeats thy name with grati- 
tude before the throne of God ! — She kneels to 
the fountain of eternal light, holding her Maurice 
by the hand ! — ^her good, her worthy Maurice ! 
— Both beg a blefling upon thee, and my prayer 
afcends to mix with the interceffions and re- 
joicings of the bleffed. 

AUGUSTUS VON KOTZEBUE. 



END OF THE FLIGHT TO PARIS- 
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SOME ACCOUNT 



OF A 



THEATRICAL INSTITUTION AT REVAL, 



WHICH DESERVES TO BE KNOWN TO THE WORLD. 



IF a benevolent enthufiaft blazon forth to the 
world an immature projeft, which, however 
well-dcfigned, has yet a thoufand diflBculties to 
encounter before it can*be carried into efFeft, he 
deferves cenfure for his precipitation. This re- 
proach will not, I hope, attach to the prefent 
publication, fince the inftitution of which it treats, 
has now been eftablifted for four years, during 
which time I hslve myfelf conftantly witnefled its 
progrcfs and increafe in liability ;-T~have wit^r 
nefled what illiberal cabals have been raifed 
againft it, what abfurd things have been faid in 
its difparagement, what perverted judgments 
have been formed of it, what odious animadver- 
Z 2 fions 
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lions have been made upon it, and how it has 
finally withftood and triumphed over them all. 

Theinftitution of the Dilettanti theatre atReval 
does honour to humanity, and on that account, 
a fketch of its origin and progrefs, I truft, can 
fcarcely fail of interefting the reader. That I 
have fome pride in confidering myfelf as its chief 
promoter, no one, I think, can attribute to im- 
proper motives, or to idle foolifh vanity. I freely 
confefs, that I am not confcious of having per- 
formed any aftion in my life more commenda- 
ble than this, and if my writing be not Suffi- 
ciently meritorious to preferve this little work 
from deftruftion, I (hall ftill have the confolation 
of reflefting, that my name will be infcribed on 
that honourable lift who fo ardently fujpported 
my projeft. 

The account I here prefent to the public is 
citrafted from the journal of the fociety. That 
I may not be deemed too diffufe, I have felefted 
only the moft interefting parts, though the whole 
might perhaps have proved not leif*^ worthy of 
notice, than the hiftory of the Academy degli Ar^ 
cadi^ or any other of a fimilar kind. The journal 
commences as follows : 
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REP-AL. 

ANNO 1784i 



".This town being top linall to fupport a regu* 
" lar number of players, a fociety of friends of the 
*^ drama were defirous of inftituting a Dilettanti. 
*' Theatre, which might at the fame time afford 
'* an agreeable entertainment in thefe northern 
" winter-evenings, and contribute, as they hoped, 
" to the improvement of the heart and underftand- 
" ing. The fchenie had a thoufand prejudices 
" to encounter, a thoufand follies to refift. In 
"vain were fome of the females of the town 
^\ invited to participate in fo harmlefs an amufe- 
" ment,' no one would venture to tread fuch aft 
" unbeaten path, or become fubjeft to public 
. " criticifm and animadverfion. In fhort, had it 
*' not been for the afliftance of the private thea- 
** trical fociety at the Baltic port, the whole plan 
^' would have fallen to the ground.. To them we 
" are indebted for the prefent flourifliing ftate 
" of our inftitution. 

** In order to unite amufement tvlth benevo- 
" lence, and by our general exertions to affift ne- 
** ceffities, which fingly w%. might have been un- 

«\ble 
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*' able to relieve, as well as to provide ourfelves 
** an invulnerable fliidd againft prejudice, our 
" fociety refolved thaB the audience ihould pay 
" for adroiflion to their performances, all which 
** money Ihould be appropriated to the ufe of the 
'' poor." 



Such was the 6rigin of an inftitution, which in 
the courfe of three years has diftributed more 
than five thoufand roubles among the objefts of 
their bounty. But, oh heavens ! againft how 
many croffes and prejudices has it not been 
compelled to ftruggle, before it was eftablifli- 
ed upon its prefent firm and durable footing. 
At the opening of the theatre, not a fingle fer 
male was to be found who would take a part, 
and we were conftrained to ^ive the only fe- 
male charaQer in the piece to a yoimg man of 
the name of Crudener. At prefent, we can 
number many of the raoft amiable women of the 
place among our company. 

The foUowLog are the princip^ regulations of 
our inftitution. 

On the 23d of January^ a meeting of, the 
whole fociety is held, when a director is chofen 
by ballot. Four afliftants are then eleQed in 

like 
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like manner; and thefe five perfons, together 
v^iA the fecfietary, ape cojifidered as ihe repre* 
fentatiws of the fDciety for the year* Thi3 
cxMnmiffion elefl: a tmafurer from among the re* 
mainiog members, who keep$ a regular account 
of the receipts and expences of the theatre* 
There . are, befides, maqy other officers elefted 
from among the members, as^ one to prefide over 
the wardrobe, another over the decorations, &c* 
The commiffion regulate the pieces to be a£i:ed^ 
and caft the charafiers, iri wt^ich all the raembeta 
cheerfully acquiefce* 

The dky after any repxcfentation, the commifr 
fioners aflfembie, when the tneafurer lajrs before 
theni an accoupt of the receipts and expences, 
the balance ' of Ivhich is diftributed amx)ng the 
poor* Yet the commiffion are fo far limited in 
the allotment' of the money, that thejr cannot 
give more than twenty roubles to an individual 
objeS. • If ^ny one is to be reiie vfid whofe necef- 
6ties are £b great a3 to <:aU for ^ii larger fum, ^ 
has not unfrequentjy been the eafe, a meetiog 
xrf the whole fociety is cailcjJ, the fecretary J^ys 
the cafe before th&m^ and the opinions of tfee 
fociety, whether or suDt the .defired reJief ftiall b^ 
graoited, are takeia liy ^ajiot. 

The 
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The names of thofe relfeved are never pub- 
licly brought forward, fince they^ are ccanmonly 
of a defcription who fhun having their diftreffes 
made known to the world. They are not 
even known to the whole fociety, only to the 
commiffion," who are foleratily. bound to fecrefy. 
Any member, » however, is at liberty. to recom- 
mend a particular objeft to the fociety, which 
is done by fending a fealed letter of application 
to the conimiffion, who * are bound to give 
the preference to fuch as come thus recom 
mended. Nor is the commiffion required par- 
ticularly to inveftigate fuch claims, fince it is 
trufted to' the conference. of every member never 
to make fuch an application^ unlefs firmly con- 
vinced of the wortb, and prefling neceffities, of 
this objed of his patronage. 

For the firft yean of this inSitution, the fociety 
judged it right to put the money to be diftri- 
buted into the hands of the Imperial College 
of Univerfal Superihtendance, impowering them 
to difpofe of it according to their judgment in 
t)ie name of the fociety. By this precaution, 
our members hoped to raiabve every pebble 
-calumYiy or infinuation, that the. money wasiuot 
employed in the manner profeired by the fociety. 
One thoufand three hundred and eighteen rou- 
bles were in this way configned to the care of 

the 
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the Imperial College, for which we received the 
following public acknowledgment. 



•* The Imperial College of Uiiiverfal Supcr- 
** mtendance have received with great pleafure, 
**from the fociety of the Dilettanti Theatre, 
** their contribution towards the relief * of the 
" poor. They will haften to fulfil the purpofes 
*^ for which it is tranfmitted, and cannot forbear 
" taking this opportunity of encouraging tKe foi- 
" ciety in their truly honourable and commend- 
*^ able undertaking, convinced that it will infure 
^ them the approbation of Providence, and of 
" all the unprejudiced part of mankind- 

(Signed) 

President vok Grotenhielm *. 
TiDEBOHL, Secretary to tin Coilege. • 

KSVAL, DEC. S4y 1784. 



In the fecond year, the motive above-men- 
tioned not appearing to fuhfift in equal force, 
we thought it upneceffary any longer to make 
the imperial College the medium through which 

* At <hat time GovernorofEhftland— Author. 

our 
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our charity ib)uld be diftributed^ and from that 
time we commenced its diftrtbutioii m the mmi^ 
ner above related. 

(On the 6di of Janu»y» 17S6> the governor 
ofour town received a letter from his^ Highnefs 
the Goreroor General of the province^ the Che- 
valier von Browne, Count of the Empire, the 
cflntmiM of whidh interefled our fociety fo deepljr, 
that a copy was ordered to be entered in our 
JOmaiB, whence tt h now extra£fced. 



Tq tie mofi Bliifirms 
The Governor of Reval. 

'*Ihave been informed, that feme little timeago a 
*^ company of French comedians quitted Mofcow, 
'' with intention to fettle ait Reval, and that it is 
" not improbable that money for building a thea- 
" tre may be already borrowed, and permiiSon 
" obtained for its ere£lion. But fince, from the 
" month of December, 1784, a number of bene- 
•^ voleht and excellent people, to the honour of 
*' the town of Reval, and territory of Ehftland, 
** and to the infinite affiftance of the poor iriha- 
" bitants of that diftrift, have formed thcmfelves 
"into a fociety for a£ling plays, the 'profits 
*' arifing from which are devoted entirely to cha- 
2 " ritable 
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** ritable purpofes; «wfcfi!ice by* this means' more 
^ than two.thoufand raubles ba^re been already 
*' diftributed to the^ relief of diftrefs, partly 
^ imder the dire£H6n of the College of Univer- 
*^ fal Superiotendance, and partly tmder that of 
^^ the fociety tbenrfeives, fo that no doabi can 
** r^ettain of the efficacy and gopd tendency trf 
♦^the plan^ it C3onfc<itientIy becomes a* matter. 
** of duty in all perfons of wOi'th and bmieto^ 
•* lence to fwpport k. We, ther^re^ defirousof 
" giving it our full Goutitenance, and of teftifying 
" our high efteem for the fociety, and thinking 
** it very probable that if the French comedians 
" are permitted to fettle in the town, they may, 
" on account of the novelty, draw away the 
** attention of the public fo as to leffen the 
'* profits of the Dilettanti Theatre, do requeft 
** you, moft worthy Governor, {hould fuch appear 
" likely to be the cafe, tp flop all further pro- 
" ceedings among the faid comedians. 

** I am your Excellency's 

** Moft obedient.humble fervant, \ 
*' George Browhe/V 



Who 
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Who would uot have expefted, zftsr fiich ho^ 
liourable tefiimonies from the moft ilhiftriousr 
perfons in our province, that all malicious cen- 
fure would have been put to filence, and the 
general voic^ of the public been ,tumed to.our 
favour? — Yet, with relu^abce and concern do I 
confefs, a thing fo much to the dxfcredit of my 
fecond native country, there were ftill many per- 
fons, particularly among the higheft .clafe> who 
ridiculed our undert^ing, .and caft refle£iions 
upon it, not redounding to their own honour. 

*^ What could be urged againO: a plan that 
** fpeaks fo forcibly in its own behalf?" Methinks 
1 hear aflced. 

The following memorial, which the fociety 
•found themfelves neceffitated to circulate in the 
month of September, 1765, will anfwer the quef- 
tion* 



Tie Society of the Dilettanti Theatre at Reval, io 
the Public. 

*^ The pleafures of fummer are paft, the wea- 
** ther grows cold, the evenings long, winter 
*^ comes on. Shall we be content with no other 
** amufement than whift? or, defpifing the pre- 
" judices that in the laft year ftrove to crufti our 

** pacific 
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*^ pacific and unoffending focietjr, (hall we with 
** renewed zeal, with additional ardour to aflSfl 
^* the poor and unfortunate, again open our 
" theatre, and calmly waiting the event, fee 
" what will in future be faid and thought of 
'^ our undertaking, what praifes or cenfures it 
*^ may receive ? 

" We candidly confefs, that our zeal has been 
" fomewhat pooled, our flame nearly extinguifli- 
*^ ed, fince the perverted judgments that have 
^' been pafled upon our views, have not proved 
*^ oil to cherifli and keep it alive. Our pur- 
** pofe has often been mifinterpreted, our play- 
" ing malicioufly cenfured, and a part of the 
^* public, inftead of thanking us, have mocked 
•* our zeal, and treated our benevolent views 
" with ridicule. Many among us do indeed 
^^ regard thefe cenfures with indifference, and 
" are fatisfied with reflefling upon the reQitude 
" of their own intentions, but this is not the cafe 
** with all. We wifli to convince the public, 
^^ that what we do is right and proper. Thanks . 
** to heaven ! of this many perfons are already 
** convinced, and confequently confider our per- 
" formances with refpefl, and have jufli6ed ouj: 
/' views even with affe£ting emotion. To them 
^* we here return our public and ardent thanks. 



But 
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*^ Bat to %hoSt wiio ve yet unconvincM, we 
^ would fain in like manner ji^ify ourfelves^ 
M iince it is our (mcere wi^ to have all the werld 

" our friends* 

" The principal reproaches of our antagonifls 
** are, that we fhould tread the ftage for nioneyi 
^ and fubjeft ourfelres to the criticifms of the 
" very lowed among the people, * 

. *' That we fhould aft for money ?~-Attd why 
"is tfcat fo dFenfive? — Why is that regatded 
.** a9 ob^eflionable. Let me, inftead of conftrting 
" the obje£tion^ be permitted to relate ' a little 
5* anecdote, . 

" A fudden inundation once overwhelmed ft 
*' difl:ri£t in Italy. It came on with fuch rapi- 
** dity, that few perfons were able to feye 
** themfelves. In the midft of the flood was 
^ a lone houfe, from which a father with five 
** children ftretched out their hapds^ imploring 
*^ help. The lord of the place, who flood on 
" the fliore, wept, and drew forth a purfe eon*- 
** taining a hundred, ducats, with which he pro^ 
** mifed to reward any one who would feve tbefc 
*^ unfortunate people. Thrice was it offered in 
« vain. At length a. poof Mif^mm^ braving 
'' the billbws, brought them ^U off fafe. The lord 

" of 



Digitized by 



Google 



IHSTIXyriON AT REVAt^ 351 

<^ of the place cfnbraced: him, and gave bim the 
^* purfe — ^hc took it indeed^ but prefented k to 
.^ the poor man whom he had faved, and who 
" had loft every thing except his life. 

" What heart could be fo hardened, or what 
" head fo perverted, as to affert that the fifher- 
*^man hazarded his life in the waters for the 
*^ fake of the hundred ducats ? Shall we th^n 
** be reproached with playing for naoney ? The 
** waves fpared the life of that noble-minded 
*^ man, and will you not fpane our honour? 
^^ Burger, the darling poet of the Germans, 
^ has immortalized this true hero in fong *, and 

«* wni 

* ThcTranflator is induced a fecond time, upon the men- 
tion of a ballad of Blirger's connected with her fubje^, to tref* 
pafs fo Hr upon her readers as to attempt a verfion of it. 
For this, no apology would be ncccflary, could ftie flatter 
herfelf with equalling the original. But though not enter- 
taining a hope of approaching to BUrger's fublimitj, fince 
thq*e are fome Tariations in the ftory as related by him, 
^nd fince it appears flill more intereiling in his hands« ibe 
is unwilling to pafs it over entirely in filence. 

THE EULOGY OF A TRUE HERO. 

Relbund! refound! the brave man's name, 

In tones as beU or organ firong ! 
He, who acquires by courage famei 
Not gold muft pay, but heav'nly fong. 
Then grant me, heav'n, fuch ftrains fublime to raife, 
M worthily may fing the brave man's praife. 

From 
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*• fvill you pay us with revilmgs ? Is it poffible 
** to mifinterpret our views i Is it poffible that 

** more 

From the South-Sea the thaw-wind blew 

O'er fair Italia's icy wafte ; 
The clouds difpers'd before it flew. 
As iheep from wolyes^in terror hafte. 
It fcour'd the fields, it loos'd the frozen grounds. 
And lakes and rivers burfl their ftated bounds. ^ 

The fnow diflblv'd in ponderous flakes, 

With roaring noife rufh*d down the hills, 
The meads were chang'd to mighty lakes. 
To mighty torrents. fwcird the rifls. 
The rifing billows roU'd with mighty force, ^ 

And carried rocks of ice along their courfe. 

On pillars and on arches flrong 

A bridge was raised acrofs the flood, 
Beneath, the current flow'd along, 
Above, a lonely cottage flood ; 
And here the Tollman liv*d, with wife, and child—, 
" Ah, Tollman! Tollman! fly the tempeft wild!'* 

Loud howl'd the florm, the billows roll'd 
Towards the bridge with rufhing found. 
" Ah, haplefs man! thy fete behold!" 
He gaz'd, he faw the tumult round, 
" Oh let us, gracious heav'n, thy pity Ihare : 
•' We're lofl ! we're lofl ! fpare us, in mercy fpare !'* 

Vafl rocks of ice ftill onward borne, 
Againfl the tott*ring pillars broke ; 
The pillars from their bafes torn. 
The arches to their centres ihook. 
The trembling Tollman, With his wife and cHildi ^ " ^ 
Cried out for help amid the tempeft wildV 

And 
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^ fkHMPe words ca!l^be ne^^ffat^ t^ cocivince you 

'^rfyour injufticcf 

"But 
And onward itill the ice*rocks roll'd» 

Still drove againft the bridge pelUmelh 
Each arch was loofen'd from its hold. 
And pillar after pillar fell. 
O'er the riv'd arches fierce the billowti tofsM^ 
** In mercy fa ve m^ heaven ! weVe loft ! we're loft !" 

Aloft upon the neareft landi 

Stood fwarms of gazers, fmall and great j 
They wept, they Ihriek'd, they wrung their hands, 
But who can ftop the arm of fate? 
Yet ftiU the Tollman, with his wife and child, 
InvoVd thdr help amid the tempeft wild. 

When (hall I of the brave man fing, 

As bell^ or organ's lofty found ? 
Oh quickly^ quickly, fuccour bring \ 
Oh quickly be this brave man found ! 
And ftlU towards the midft the ruin drew*^ 
Hafte ! hafte ! brave man ! alas, not yet in view | 

See galloping o*er yonder land, 

On a brave fteed, a noble count. 
He comes ! — ^What holds he in his hand ? 
A purfe of gold to large amounts 
Piftoles two hundred (hall the hero have. 
Who'll riik his own, the TolUnaa's life to fave» 

Who's he that thus willnojbiy dare? 

ts it the CountP^—xOh fpeak, my (bng ! 
The Count was brave, by heav'n 1 fwear 1 
Yet was a braver 'nong the throng. 
Come forth, come forth^ brave man^ thy valour Hiew^ 
"Ere fell deftrudion end his tale of woe ! 

A a Still 
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, " But we fubjeft ourfelves tQ the criticiiii9S of 
" even the loweft among the peoplie, 

"How 

Still higher, higher, rofe the flood, " 
Still louder, louder, roarM the ilorra, 
StUl flower, flower, crept their blood. 

Ah, brave man ! brave man ! fliew thy form I 
See pillar after pillar break and fall. 
Arch after arch, 'twill foon be ruin all. • 

And ftill the Count held up the prize. 
Halloo ! halloo ! your courage roufe ! 
They gaz'd, they look'd with eager eyes. 
Yet ventured nought but pray'rs and vows. 
While ftillthe Tollman, with his wife and child. 
Cried out for help amid the temped wild. 

But fee he comes !^n humble guife 
Advancing tow'rd the fatal fliore. 
His garb |vas coarfe, yet in his eyes 
The ftamp of true fublime he bore. 
The proiFerM boon he he^rd, the flood furvey'd. 
Yet viewed the near deftru6ti6o undifmayM. 

Into a boat, with noble pride 

He fprang, t* arreft the arm of £ite ; 
The winds and waves, and ftorra defied, * . * 
And reached the houfe ere yet too late.. 
Yet woe ! oh, woe ! the fragile bark's too fmall. 
To refcue the devoted viftims all. 

Then three times he the danger dar*d, 

Three times the winds, and billows brav'd; 
No peril fliunn'd, no efFortfpar'd, ~ - 

Till Tollman, wife, and chiy , were-fav.*d . 
And as the laft in fafety reach'd the fliore, 
Down the laft pillar fell, to rife no more. 
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^-Kow feeble miift be thai: head which o6ckl4 
•* be fo difconcertesd by the crtticifms of either 
•• the lowed pir the higheft, as on that account 
•* to forego what is right l-^How weak muft be 
*' that tongue which could ,be filenced l^ the 
*' ccnfures of another equally weak* It is be* 

And who, then, is this brave maiij fay ? 

Speak out, fpeak out, his name my fong ! ; . 
He riflc'd his life, but, well-a-day, 
Oiir praifes to the gold belong j « • 

For had the noble Count bis money iav'di 
The peafant ne'er the ftormy winds had bravM. 

'* Here,'* cried the County «^thiou hero true, 
.** Whofevarrous heart nofear8colit^d> 

" Receive the prizeto virtue due." 

Say, (hcw'd he not a noble foul? 
Yes, noble was the Count's, but nobler yet 
The heart within the peafant's coat that beat* 

*' My life can ne'er be bought or fold, 
•* I dill enjoy content, though poor, 
^ Give this poor Tollman here your gold| 
" His all is loft, he needs it more." 
Thus pour'd he out th' effufions of "His foul. 
Then 'mongft the crowd in modeft filence dole* 

Refound! refound!,the brave man*s praifel . . 

In tones as bell or organ fine ! « 

He who acquires by courage £ame, 
Not gold muft pay, but fong divine. 
Then heav'n be thank'd, that I the lyre can raife^ 
T' immortalize by fong the brave man's praife/ 

A a 2 " fides 
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^ fides rni mdifputablt kB^ tibat iht p^qiillftce, 
*< as they ate cflUesl»< ofteh feeL cattish iBOre 
^ acQtdy, 4^ well as ino^e :eofre£Hf, ihan, {>edbn^ 
^ of lank-^that a tear ha^ freqiieapf% been, flied 
^ ib the iowdft filaceis, inrhen the audtenc^.m 
" ^e higher have been clappm^ or eating ap* 
« pies, 

*' Behold the balance iti our hiaitds. We- 
" challenge you to put into one fcale the laugh- 
" ter and the cTitkifins x>( all the A^omsikers mnd 
*• taylors in the ^otld, and we wM pliatE^ in 
^ the other the pious ju'ayers of man/ 4i poor 
"widow, a!ii!d the gratefiil tears of intoy aa 
" abandoned orph^. Which fcale will probably 
" weigh down f 

** And is our purpofe, then, wholly unex- 
•'ampled? — Have no mortals before us ever 
** thought of aiteftiptteg itk like iBatuwr to re- 

**lieve their poor Wthreti? 

" Some years ago, a theatre on a fimilar 
« eftablifhmeiit exifted at ^erbft, mfthuted 
'* by Sintenis, the . Prefi^eiit oiF the Cot^oriat 
" Council, a •fclerg)'1fifian, and eqwally Oofebrated 
** for his writings and his behevoknfce in afiift^ 
" ing the mifortunate. This fociety coniilfted 

" prin- 
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** pctncqmlly of the people of rank in the town, 
*• who, Ukc oucfelres, piayed for money, which 
** wij emJ>lo3red in furnHhing the poor with 
^ breed aad fuel during tlis wmter. We are 
^ not the firft^ therefore, who have exercifed our 
** benevolence, and amufed our evenings in this 
** way; though, if we were, I ftiould confider it 
^^ as aa idea of which we had reafon to be 
^ proudL 

^ And now let us be permitted to a(k a quef- 
^ tioo. It may, perhaps, found like oftentation, 
^ but it is compelled by the infinuations of our 
*antagonift«, 

^ fFAaS atier mfikutmn far the relwf of thepor 
^ ift this com^yy has been enabled tQ do as much 
^*as we have dene ? 

f* We performed only nine times io the pre- 

• eeding winter, yet in the ccnstfQ of it mptb 
^ than thirteen hundred roubles w^re diftributed 
^ £rom our company among our indigetit bre- 
^ thren. How many bleffings were hence in- 
" voked upou our bounty* synd fball not thefe 
^ bleffings outweigh in our minds the taunts of 
•*'thofe weak heads that condemn everything 

* not devifed by themfelves, and would gladly 

' 3 " batter 
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<* batter down whatever t;hey have npt taken 
** under their own prote^on. \Vho would 
'* fpum every thing not fanftioned by the ex- 
^* amples of their fathers, and who caft an odium 
" upon the beft and moft pious purpofes. 

" Away then, prejudice! Thou Ihalt not di- 
** fturb our minds!— Couragcoufly will we tread 
" anew the path pointed out by our better feel- 
** ings, and endeavour to reach the goal which 
^ phitettthropy has ereftcd to ftitnulate'our exer- 
*^ tions. Should our playing not gain applaufe 
"from the critic, the purity of our motives will 
** at leaft acquire us applaufe from, God. — From 
** that God who created us all, whofe all-feeing 
*y eyes watch alike over rich and poor, and whofe 
" rewarding hand will doubtlef$ infcribe our aft 
. " in the book of life 1 — In his name do we again 
^* open our theatre I — Haften thither, ye noble 
" fouls I ye who haVc hitherto fo generoufly fup- 
♦* ported our undertaking. With a friendly eye 
" overlook our failings, and be your applaufe 
^^ our antidote againft the cenfuresof thcfenfelefs 
*• and undifceming," 



l^is apology, which was infj^rted in the pubi- 
lie papers, had little or np effe£i:. Some. people 
faid, it was drawn up with too much afperity ; 

others. 
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dAers, wHo felt the arrow ftrike, cavilled at the 
freedom with which we defcanted on people of 
rank ; and others diverted themfelves extremely 
with the idea of opening a theatre in the name of 
God. 

f Yet willthe reader be miftaken, if he harbour 
aiiifpicion> as he perhaps may, that the clergy 
had any Ihare in thefe follies. The two follow- 
iDg letters, one of which reflefts particular cre- 
dit on the. clergy of this place, will fufficienriy 
pitove the contrary. 



T^ the Members of the Clerical Body in the Territory 
of Ekjllandy from the Society of the Dilettanti 
Theatre at KevaL 

** Notwithftanding the purity of thofe views 
** by which our- fociety are animated — notwith- 
'^ ftanding the gratitude of many fufFerers reliev- 
" ed by our efforts, and that we are encouraged 
" by the approbation of many worthy, and re- 
*^ fpeftable people, our theatre is by uo means 
*' free from enemies. We will hope, for the 
" credit of human nature, that our cenfurers 
" are not a^uated- by malice, but merely mif- 
*^ guided by certain prejudices imbibed even in 
^' their cradles, and which make them confider 



Digitized'by Google 



360 ACCOirSIt Of A TttBitTMCAL 

'^ ouf uDdert^ung in a very penrertod poiiik of 
" view* 

" For the iaike of thofe who are to be b^ne^ 
'' fited by our exertions, we wifh to procure out 
" ftage every poflible fupport, and to difpeiTe the 
^ mift through which the fun looks' dovra upon 
^' us. How can we hope fo^fiedttally to attaio 
'^ this obje£l as by applying to that venerable 
" affembly, the members of which, in viiftue of 
<^the facred offices th^ bear, ihould be, and 
*^ are the protefiors of the widow and tiiefadiar^ 
•^ lefs. 

^ Your countenance, moft veneraUe Sirs, 
** would convince every (ceptic, would repulfe 
" every calumny, and remove every prejudice. 
^* We therefore venture to invite, and intreat 
^^ yoa, to honour oar theatre with your atten- 
*^ dance^ l^are with us the blefiin|ps of the 
'^ poor, animate us by your fuppoft with fpirit 
^'and courage, and our hearts wUl ovesflow 
'^ with fidcere and ardent acknowledgm^^it/^ 

'^ F&£0£RICK BARON ROSB, DtreSOT (^ 

the Company y pro tempore. 

** Atrotrsttrs voh kotzebfe. Secretary 
to the Cm fairy, pro tempore.*'' 

On 
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rOn iikt twentj-fijBife. of Jaauaiy^ wt received 
the following anfwer. 



* T^ tie MembfSfS of the Bti^imti Thcatrt at 
'' JUvsl, frm tJk ^^Ua^d Body ofih Ckr^ 

*' The confidence, worthy members of the Di- 
^ ktta&ti Theatre, iriA which you have ho- 
^ noared jr in your addrefs of the twenly-firfi 
^ of January, demands our early and fincele ac- 
•* knowfedgments. Thefe it is equally our duty 
^ aod our pteafure always publicly to pay to 
*^ ercry application, not unbecoming our fitu- 
** atkai. 

**^ Wc learn, with great fatisfaOian, that your 
^ ftage has happily overcome various (mjudices,* 
f* which in many other places would have 
'< cruflied fodi an infiitution ki its veryoutfet 
^ Wc are aHb rejoiced that there can be no pof- 
^^ fibiiity of entertaining a doubt, but that you 
^ wiU be particularly cautious to uphold the 
" credit of the ftage, by removing from your 
^* perfom^ances ^very thing that can in the 
^. finaUeil degree miUtatc againft decorum and 
<• good morals. That you hare not been able 

*Mo 
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^ to bring it to Jta prdfenf fta»e of rcfpeaabffitjr 
" without encountering majjy difficulties, is Tea-» 
" dily to be believed. But, as a recompenfe, 
** you have, befides 4he approbation of your 
" own hearts, the warm applaufe not only of the 
** public, to whom you afford fo agreeaWe'an 
♦* entertainmlsnl^ but of the pow, whbfe bene- 
** faftors you are by this means enabled to be- 
^* come. 
-■ *' ' , ' 

*' And if there be pcrfons who ftill view your 
^* undertaking! with a perverted Judgment, this 
" i^.but thfe fate of all earthly things; and ought 
** not to prevent you quietly purfuing your 
f^ path, fince, in the unbounded applaufe of by 
'f f^r the greateft part of the public, together 
1* with your own pleafing reflexions upon the 
'" pure philanthropy of your views, you fliould 
** find an abundant fource of encouragement and 
" confolation. 

*\ So confident 4o we feel of what we have 
" above fuggefted, , that we freely confefs we 
*^ cannot convince ourfelves how our perfonal 
.** attendance at your theatre could in any way 
*^ contribute to the, entire annihilation of all pre- 
/* judice, or convince thofe who yet repain ad- 
** verfe to your inftitution. We do however 
y notwithfl;a»ding aflUre yoq, that every one of 

us. 
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*' US, not withhekl by qonfGienUoUs fcmples, or 
" by fome ,fufiicient reafon relating, to his office, 
*^ will with pleafurb accept your invitation, and 
" vifit your . theatre, without fear of incurring 
" cenfure frcjm any one. 

. *' This our frank declaration, naofl refpeftabje 
** members of. the Dilettanti Theatre, you will 
^* confidpr as a proof that we know how to fet 
*^ a proper value upon the confidence you repofe 
*' in us, and that ^ye (ball be always anxioufiy 
*^ folicitous, by every teftimony of our high per- 
*^ fonal efteem for you, and by purfuing the 
^^ condu£l w;hich duty and justice demands of ug 
." towards your ftage, to prove ourfelves more 
^' and more worthy of it, 

" In the name of the affembled body of the 
^' clergy, in the territory of Ehftland : 

*^ PHILIP CHRISTIAN MOIER^ 

" Principal Pqftor of the Cathedral Church. 

♦* RBVAt, JAN. 24, 1786." 



Thus *tis obvious that the cenfures call upon 
us, did not arife from the clergy covering fuper- 

annuated 
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animated prejudices with tb€ cloak of religion^ 
which migfht perhaps have bMi» the cafe in 
many places in Germany. Neither did it pro- 
ce^ from that <:lai« of people who cofi^e und^r 
the denomination of citizens, finee they, ^neralljr 
fpeaking, honoured our intlitutton with the 
warmeft applaufe. But our maligners were 
anwBg thofe, who in European fta;te& ut,or at 
leaft ought to be, the moft liberal, — the people of 
rank I mean. Twas they who e^e&ed fucb for- 
midable batteries againft us. 

I know that this my free and imreferved de- 
nunciation of them, will be pouring oil into the 
flame, but I (hall not therefore reprefs h. It is 
undoubted truth, and let him who can, prove it 
otherwife. Nor is it lefe true, that never have 
fuch mialicious afperfions been caft upon us — I 
do not mean fo much upon our playing itfel^ as 
upon the means we have taken for thepromof 
tion of benevolence — as in companies of perfons 
of rank. I appeal to the German public, for the 
truth of what I advance, and a^ain challenge any 
one who can to prove the contrary. This abfilrd 
babble has even had fo much effeft upon ftfie 
of our - members, who were perfons of ra|ik 
themfelves, that they have withd|awn ffom Jiie 
fociety. • , 



It 
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" It were unjuft, however, to afiert that tbt5<on- 
du£l has been univerfal. Oh no \ — Among that 
clafs alfo are many men who wnfte a corrcfi 
tafte and found judgment, with a fotccptU^le 
heart, who kodw how to value what ts good 
in any thing, thoi^^h Ibey aoaf perhaps ocft like 
the founder, and who warmly and 'piibiiclycdm- 
mend the benevolent views :of our ibctety. Bevv 
however have ventured to life To fer above the 
prejudices of thefr wifeaker bi«th^ii,at8 tobec6me 
members of a fociety, to w&kk lliey could not 
refufe their warmed apprc^satibn. 

But notwithfianding all oppofition, the tbeiftre 
has now continued for four years; and as I 
thfiik tbe names of its xnembezis deferve to be 
made btti#n^ i fut^om a lift of tfasm. 

llie<3bim(ellDr of itegeacy Baron ^on Rofe, 
DireSor. 
MademoifeUe Maria von Rofc. 
Erederick.Bar^ van &ofe« 
Mr. Official Hueck. 
Madame Hueck. 
iitrr van iSfehn>; 
Madame von Glehiju 
CdiudfeOor .Hiittedk. 
Monfieur J. J. Nottbedc 
Madame Nottbeck. 

Secretary 
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Secretary Nottbeck. •.*,.' 

Mademoifelle Clayhills. 

Madame Hoppenen 

Counfellor Albaum. 

CJounfellor and Advocate vbn Koikull; 

Affeffor of the College Bh>x- ' 

Solicitor Kiolbergh. 

Prefident von Kbtzebue. 

Madame von Kotzebue. 

Regifter of. the Regency Gerber. ^ 

Secretary Riefenkampf. » .j 

Mademoifelle Harpe. : . 

Secretary Strahlbom. 

Secretary Arvelius. • ^ , 

• » *. ' 

The theatre is commonly opened in- Ofilobcr^ 
or the beginning of November^ and cloied again 
at the beginning of Lent. Since the eighth of 
December 1784, to this day>the following pieces 
have been played. 

Every Fool has his Cap* A trifle in manu- 
fcfipt. 
The Jew and the two Notes. '^^ 
The Man who did not know his own Wife* 
Not more than fix Difhes. 
The Poft-mark and the Fiaancier of St. Fq«V 
The Child of Honour. 
The Match-maker. 

Crime 
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Crime from -Anibitioii.' , - „.'.v 

Hans von Zanow. • ^ » • 

The Stroke through the Account. 

Julius of Tarentura. - ^ * 

The Wards. 

the Grateful Son. '. * - i m ^ .' 

Oiaiietta Montaldi. .../.. , « '^\ 

TheEnfign. ' « •'" .-^ 

TheDruhkard. -'- ^ , - ^'' 

The Fouhdling. ' - ' .. '' ' • ' - ,. .;i 

The Cheat. ■ x . .. .^ 

The Dilettanti Theatre before the Parliament. ' 

The Frenchman in London. 

Juftice and Revenge. 

The Hermit of Formentera. 

The Taxation of Fire. 

The Sufpicious Lover. 

Adelaide of Wulfiitgen. 

It may perhaps excite furprife, that this lift is 
not longer. But fince the company confifted 
almeft entirely of perfons who had each fome 
appropriate bufmefs, we frequently could not 
perform above once ^n three weeks. We have 
notWithilanding been able^ as I faid before^ to 
diftribute five thoufand roubles among the poor. 
Thi« -^s -owing ^to^^ottfr theatre holding between 
four and five hundred pefTons^ and always being 

full. 
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full On the tickets of admiifin ifands the 
company's motto: 

Confacr^ k la bienfaifance 
Hon! foit qui mal y p^nfe. 

How often jeft as well as ai;g;ument have been 
employed to convert the enemies of our ftage, 
may be feen by a little afterpiece eaiimeratod in 
the above lift^ played on the eighth oi December 
1786, the anniverlary of our iofiittttiQaj called^ 
Tie Dilettami Theatre before tie PariimHeni. 



AK 
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ANECDOTE OF KOTZEBUEs YOUTH, 

RELATED BY HtMSELF. 



T AM fd fiFmly convinced, that trifles, .which at 
the firft glance may appear extremely infigni- 
ficant, have often a powerful influence in forming 
the chara^er, that I cannot forbear relating an 
anecdote which happened in my childhood, and 
which, by. checking a growing propenfity in my 
heart to avarice, was the occafion of my being 
transformed from a femi-mifer to a femi-fpend- 
thrift. 

The circumftance occurred when I might be 
about nine or ten years old, at which time I lived 
with my mother in the Yellow Caftle, as it is 
called, at Weimar. She conftantly gavef me a 
it^ grofcken every week, to fpend according ta 
my own fancy 3 but inftead of fpendlng, I ufed 
to hoard them up carefully in a green filk purfe, 
which foon became my idol. It was laid under 
my pilljQW at night, and was my plaything by 

Bb day. 
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day, of tea fervbg m^ b($z bnU tp tbiK)w up iftta 
the air, or agamft the w^H> andxatijh ggam with 
my hands. 

My little treafure already, amountisd tp* foJjaef 
dollars, when c^:ie ifey J ihstppenQd td be gopi^ 
up (lairs, playing, according to^ cuftoiJR^ witbr«y 
beloved purfe ag a bali. , It was^ ^u^rangql^ 
ftaircafe, , forming a wdU from the top of the 
houfe down to the very cellars. When I was sJl 
the top, my purfe fell, as I thought, to the bot- 
tom. But m this { w^^ perhaps miftaken, iince, 
though I ran dQw:|i, itaflai4iJL^^Xi g^d fearched all 
about for it ipoft carefully, it w»s no wh^re to 
be foimd; Tii probable tberelbre thut it roight 
lodge upon, the fteps of the ftaircafe, end ww 
cwght up by fomebody then pafl5ng. B^ thnt a$ 
it may, it was jgfope- irrevocably, aiKl with it 
went my propensity to Taving. From that hour 
\\iQ grofchen were always fpent almoft as foon as 
received. Thank GodJLXhave n^ver fince been 
tormented with avarice \ 

X Whp <9» f^yvrhiki i%Hi«ttJ»rcflnfeau«Ke» 
of thi^ apparently in%ni6ca»t ad^^.<iW:Ald^M> 
flight have b«eii rey fate/liftd In^Y^r 1^ mf 
purfe? and what inftuencBT, tiajiss uneypi^fted tuwi 

in roy ^wj^^my^:m ^m \^^%§ ^M^ 

of many oth^r of my ^Bow-creatyr©& ? , 4ifil^iiHl 

. . ■'-^' r:'^ Z'i.'i' " carry 
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cany our fpeculations ftill fisutfaer^ wbo knows 
what might be the fituation of the perfon who 
found the purfe^ or by whom it may perhaps yet 
be found? Tis very poilible that it mighty or 
may^ fall hito the .hands of one;, to whom the 
poileflion of a few dollars was^ or may be^ at the 
moment an obje£t of the greateft importance. 
In fhort, what prophet, or feer, can develope the 
many adventures to which the falling of my 
purfe has led, or may lead ? 



♦ 



I 



AuousTxrs, Crristbl, md Kuclt. 

A Dialogue, written on the Birth-day (ff my beloved 
fVife. 



Amor, (weeping.)' 
No, this is too hard 1— You have both played 
me ft bafe trick* 

What faaiithtftt done to the poor chUd, tfear 
ChriMi ' - 

B bs Christel. 
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Nothing! — I do as the boy dire£ls me- ' ' 

' AtrdtrsTixs. 
And I alfo. Then why doft thou weep, ciiild? 

Amor. 

Have I not reaJbn ? — Was this our agreement, 
that you fhould keep fqe. ^afl chained here a cen- 
tury after yopr unioa.?^^ If I a^m; fo^oWig^g as 
to attend at the wedding, that is all which can 
reafonably be expefiled of me. But fince yours, 
I tave pever been able to efcape. Hqw loqg am 
1 to be detained here ? . ^ 

Augustus and Qj^isteI together. . 

AjSf long a& we both live; J 

' - : - .M^>. 

Amor. 

Very confoling indeed!— No, this I never 
couid have wi^gored. What? after you iave 
been fo long married, keep we locked 't^;' in 
^our hearts? — Had Friendihip or Efteem been 
confined there, th^t, h^d be^Vfomethin^T-fbut 
me-— 

Atratr^Tt/s, , ,. 

Th^, bnljr> yi^eathercock, 4a h ief^ fp, r|^Wp 
confined. Friendfliip and Efteem are in no 4»p^ 

-.-:.; '. : . ger 
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ger of running away. I have a fecurity in my 
hands for their continuing with me. 

What fecurity ? . - 

Augustus. 
The mind and heart of my Chriftel. 

Amor. 
I win Iciave her charms as my pledge. 

Augustus. 
Silly boy J — thdu woiild'ff fly, yet leave thy 
moft powerful weapons behind. - - 

Amor. 
Lift to the hu(band !-T^Is it not enough to 
drive one to defpair ? 

. Chjiist-el, 

./.HiQu fliwld'ft rcjoiwe in iutviug. promoted our 
happinpfs. . — .: 

,:"s.i .: .• i *v V Atr-awsiufe. ;'- ' ■-. ..•-' 
• iAiid vkw o*r riFeilibn with «i;riotion. 

CHRiax^j,. 
(Throwing her arms round her huJbanJ^s neck). 

D'edreft Atagufeiisr! hdW'mexprtffibly do I love 

Augustus. 
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AlTG0STUS. 

(Prejing her to his bofom). Charming Chriftel! 
My all in life 1 

Amor. 

Fine indeed! — ^I fee plainly that I am not likely 
to efcape, izftlefs death come quickly to my affift- 
ance. 

AutfOTtC7S. 

Oh! we will take thee with us into the grave! 

Amor. 
Better and better ! ' ^ 

'Augustus. 

Shut him up, dear Chriftel. The wanton boy 
fliall not efcape from us. But annually, on *thy 
birth-day, we will releafe him For a fhort time,^ io 
delight us with his complaints. 

AUGCSTUS VON K0T2EBUiS- 



GENERAL 
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KOTZEBUrs WOUKS. 



DRAMATIC WORKS*. 

The Hermit of Formentera. A. ipufica^l p^ce, 
in two a£t«. 

Adelaide pi Wulfimgw*. A tragedy, in five 

, .!3rbe Dilettanti Theatre before the Parljapj^nt. 
A noufical after-pifce, in one a£i. ^ . ^ * . 

Mifanthropy and Repentance* A drama,, ji? 
five afts *. ' .' 

The b^diaus in England, A drama, in three 
afts *. 

The Beautiful Stranger. A dramatic piece, in 
one aft. 

The Noble Lie, A dramatic piece, in one 

aa* 

♦ Of all thofe marked with an aftcrilk, complete EngUfti 
tranflattons have been publiihed. 

2 '. ' The 
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The Vif^'ii of the San. A drtinilt, in five 
aSs*/ , ' /• . r 

The NaturfeFSon. A drama, in fiv^* afits!*. 

Brother Maurice the Humourift, or •ke)CUony 
for the Pelew Iflands. A drama, in three afts. 

The Female Jacobin Club. An after-pieceiiin 
oheaft. • O .*i 

The Parrot. A drama, in three affi^ - o 

Sultan Wampum, or the WHhes. A mbfical 
piece, in three a£ls. * '" 

The Kriight of the Mirror/ An >opefa, in 
thrteafts. * ' ^ » ^ i 

Count Benyowflcy, or the Confpiracyof Kafait- 
fchatka". A drama, in five sEts *. J 

The 'Spaniards in Peru, dr the PeatM of RoUa. 
A tragedy, in five afts *. 

Poterty atid ^fegnanihiity. A diaAia, Inf three 
aas*. 

The Man of Forty Years old. An after-piece, 
iii 6ne k€tl ' • ' • i 

The Widow and the Riding Horfe.^ A dra- 
matic trifle, inbneiift*.' - ' ^j . 

' The Repining Huibahds; • A drainatic'^if ce, 
in'brie'afa: "^* •• • ' - '. ^ ■ . • ^ • -.^ '.-• ha 

The Negro Slaves. * A draixxai in thii^e idts *. 

The Calumfti^tors. 'A drama, in fiv^>^*, 

Falfe Shdme. A oftiwedy, iii'four^^>^> i 
* The Count* 0f Bui^undy. A liftman %rfQur 
' a£ls*.' ^ - .'■- ^' ^ ' : , j .• ;>^ i, \ •' > 

The 
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' The Madcap. A comedy, in thiee ^Qc^ 
La Peyroufe. A drama, in two a£is *. , 

: The Reeonciliataoo. A drwia, .in fife aits ^. 
The>Re}ation$» A.<omedy, in.five^^Qs, 
The Voluntary Sacnfice. A dramas in thcee 

aas*. 

The Children of Misfortune. An after-piece, 

in one aS, \\ 

The Silver Wedding Day. A drama, in five 

Tire Coificans. A' drama, in , four; gfts ^. ■ 
The old Body Coachman to teeter .t^eT^rd. 

A dramatio. piece,? in one aft*. r( - t^^ • 

Ill-humour/ A drama, infoi|r^s% r ; 5 • 
TJic- ViUajge in thp Moiintain^^ . :.,A-,flfuficaI 

piece, in tv^ro adls. • ,. /. * -^f :iz'}rr-\ / 

* - r 'TJbetHypsrborean Af^ A dfafpa^ip.fHiFe, in 

one a£l. * ' 

The above is, according to the b)|ft 4Bibnna- 

. iioiK^ thr tfflpflaitOr SiaS' b^w^able ta.pr^pqire, a 

complete lift of all the dmm^ici.w^^^ hitherto 

pubKlhed by Kot;tebu8. \^ GerJ3aaiiyv : iHe is 

known, befides, to have written three othe^ pieces, 

• TkeWnting'D^^or^Youihin.DAHier^ Ji>mia of 
^M^fOfaucon^ ^xA.the^eu^^CdtmtFuirhs^t it^is be- 
lieved. WjatiiQnf^ of itliefe liiive yet ri>pen printed 

-in^dr original lartgu^<?/.( A trapflation ^of the 
firft, from Kotzebue's manufcript, has b«en^pub- 

littied 
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Uihed.in Eoglnnd. Tie NAv CefU9tyH^.Sktirc 
upon the ridicubus cooteft that liM.b^en Car* 
ritd on, no lefs eagerly upon the, ocufitmen^ Ujian 
in England, u^oix ^be.tine tiLheo the^ewQ^tiny 
comtncnc^<» ; .v . , 

, . Qf l|ie drainas above enum^lpated^ the prindpal 
have beeA tr^ndated iulp Englifli ; ^vt to'.fomey 
different 4iUe9^2^e affixed from thofe here glTen* 
Tie Indians m England h called Ti^ Eq/l InM^n^--^ 
The FcguHfary Sacr^ay Se^^lmtmbxtm-^TiciSiiv^ 
W^4^ftg-D^^ tie Hap^y FamUy-^The Calmm(aprs^ 
the Forfe^ gf Ca/umny^md lU-^umour, fi^ JfVi?# 
Man. Btit fince, in thefe inftances/ the. titter io^ 
the tranilation&, though perhaps better, coniider- 
od. as ^ngliOi one^, deviate froxa the origiftpds^ 
tiiqtiit^ator htsJuHged it ri^^ in epuffl^ra^iiag, 
Kot?ebue's work«, to give theni by his <wil; 
names. To three of the. pieces, however, it^rif, 
difficult to give any Engliih title perfe£lly cc^re-* 
fponding with the German one. One of thefe* 
Th Mad^fipi has already been Tio^f;^%^,\The 

* .$ii^ce:t)je ftrft nptc jtp ptjcio;* lo which thk pim k 
incntioned* w^s printed,* a very plcafing mufifaj after-pf ce, 
t^ken from it, called Of Age To^marrow^ has been pcrforln^d 
9\ th^my ILane Tk^ft* tn feme of the fibftnt^ ef Kdtze* 
bjic's Life that have been publi<bed» it is called Tkf v^h^frsr It 
Height a& well have been called The Broomftici^ iince that Wfiplcf 
have fcorne as much kffinity to Kotzebtic's Titfe. '^ ^ 

v** folmtary 
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FoRtnt^y Sacrijais toothet, but thit title isat leaft 
equally ^xprfeffive of the German idea' with Se/fr 
Immolation^ and a better Engliffi title. The third 
iliftahce is Thi Children of Mtsfotiune. No- Eng- 
lilh term will exaftly correfp^nd with the Qer- 
maa one ; it might be called The Unhappy People, 
fince it has the fame meaning as the Fr^ch 
term Les Malheureux^ In Tome inftances, where 
a piece hais been tranflated by different perfons; 
it has appeared unde)j different titles. Thus; 
The Natural Son has alfo been called The Child 
of Xw^^— and The Spaniards in Pern ^as been 
entitled Rolla^ the Peruvian Hero, and Pizarro, 
the Death of Rotla. 

The following pieces have been performed 
upon the Engliih ftage, btit witH confiderkble 
alterations, and, excepting in one inftance, with 
different titles. They have appeared in the order 
here given. 

Mifanthropy and Repentance^ at Druiy Lane 
Theatre, as the Stranger. 

The Natural Son, at Covent Garden Theatre, 
as Lovers* Vows. 

Thfe Reconciliation, at Covent Garden Theatfe^ 
.jis The Birth Day. 

The Count of Burgundy, at Covent Garden 
Theatre, with its original title. 

TJie 
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> The>!Widow^afid the Ridi^ig Horfe,-# Co- 
vetif Gavdon: Ttiemtei: as Thus4Hprfii^4hd> ^^ 

n^idoiiri; , .— ^ ;-. ^ • '-i;- '-• 

. t The Spmisinb m Pbru^ c^'tlreiOeptli of VlMitt, 
aiDrufy DaneiTheatre^asPucarfo. ^ - 

';./7k&KVbliydtalrjri^crifiae^aktiie li&^wsicif/tt,^6 
Ffmil)^^E)ffltefs. . .-^ i 

<,:. The. Indians in Eogfond, at . the Thedtf^ at 
Stdimffaod;^* aff the Indian £xiks. ^ ^ t .' /:;.r'x:. 
iiFov^^t]?' and Magtmnmtt}s at the H^yhijttket^ 
AsSigbs; or, Jthe Daughter. '^' - =' * 

iM iG^® Madcap, at • Dfwy Lane T^eatr^i aS Of 
Age To-Morrow. • o . Jii;n . 

• 'Two plays from' manufcripfs of 'Kdtzcfcte's 
haw: aJfo beea performed' at €owttt-^<J4i*ddi 
a^Mtit, Tleff^feMm (^ the EAfi, ftWefrW^cJni 
flDi#: mUkg; DefiSf, 'and >tito* ^ MmfaUcon, 
vdachyit is'believed, bears the fame titfe m the 
origmsrl. • - '• -' ''^*- ' 

. 'Some of the fiDalter pi^e», pert^pS/ <id tiot 
come ftriaiy und^r the deftrrlptk)^"* Af dra- 
matic works. Th Dilettanti Theatric befof^^-fki 
Parliament^ is a merely local thing, which might 
be performed with very good efie£t on the 
particular fpot where it .could be vn^ef(lopd| 
but is not' a drama for the . wof^ atv]arge. 

The 
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Thf Bi^p$th^un< Afi' Xdo,< is iniher^ fintMcal^ tiia- 
Ipgu0 thaa piroperI)r a ^mttatid pieocur^ It >i« 
written to ridicule The Athenaum^ a periodi(/sfl 
;WM& tiQvrriptfblidiiog in Oenmtof^taiifli'wlfi^b, 

if any judgment miy be fianildd sofi it^-^ftom 
tbei cttuitMioliS farauigbtiifb-RTfardrixjnidKfetsil^^ 
muft be replete with abfurdities.c.::.jGW.lBdia^rf? 
Straj^fr, sagain, is a inixture ef^Liliiafaia: hnd 
narrative, and it ia,<)i6flduk.tDidetflfiBtfiQlKRdietk61r 
it ai|g})t,^^6i.included iQ!tim,cU[si/f£ dtasia^i or 
of tales. Kotzebue jndfe^ ihimf^^ catk^it'-.a 
^ii>atife4 ^de. :The ptot,. howeveiv is/' a gbod 
dramatic one. . . i/ .. • •. ,:/» 

,Xbe^piQfe3.are, a^muchias pofliWe;7atr»r%ed 
in '^cJb^rpnQlbgical order^ .la rthis ^arraogenMBt^ 
t^ .tf^ator i)a$ cip geqi^l feJMt Ihe ttitfaofc'js 
o^i^dat^Siir for, her guide.: ;;JVitb^^ffiuro£th4 moft 
immaterial, of the dates.of which (h^- could not be 
certain, (lie has been obliged to follow ;€;on|ec* 
ture in. the places affigned them. Thefe are, 
TAf^hJ^J^ TJf^e-MmHf^i Srra9gir,.TJ»-m' 
dim ^^ the,^ JU4pig fforfss s^dlAe RepMng-^H^ 



■, w ,rju -' 
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'^ 6el!d?§^ fliis long lift of dramatic works, K^btize- 
bue has publifhed : 

The 
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The Suflferingi of the Family of Ortenberg, a 
rDnaiince, m two volumes. 

Mifcellaneous Pieces, in four volumes ; and. 

The Ydungeft Ofisprmg of my Fancjr^ a mifcel- 
laneous col)e6tion,* m fix volumes. 

The firft-of thefe has: been tiinflated into Eng- 
lish. The preceding P/i^kt to Paris, aifd the ac- 
count of the Dikttakti Theatre at Reval^ are ex* 
traced from the mifcellaneous works. Of the 
other pieces in thefe volumes, the romaiice of 
Ildegertey Queen vf Norway, and TAe Hiflory of 
my Father, a very whimfical but amufing trifle, 
have both received Englifli drefles. In thefe mif* 
cellancous works are included fome of the au- 
thor's early dramatic prodiifttons. 

From tie Youngeji Offspring tf my Fancy arif 
taken Kotzebue's Life, the Anecdote in page 
369, and the'little Dialogue oh his Wifc^s Birth- 
Day. Fron> thefe volumes hive aMb been pub* 
liflied in fingliih the beautiful tale of ffiniam 
^nd Jeannette^ and the extraordinary account of 
Jofeph Pignata^ efcape from the prifons of the 
Inquilition at'ilome, called by liie title of Tii 
EJcHpl' ^ " . ' 

^ The 
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Tbfi few earlier woiks tbatKotzebuv^ipeDtcfiis 
hdviog publiihed, have never^ tq tKe Tranfia^oi^'s 
knowledge, found tb{ir way into England; 
SomQ tales of his have been inferted, by Bee^i 
in a colledion of mifcellaneous pieces which he 
pubUfhes periodkaUy, but whether they pn? ^^ 
ginals, or taketi from among the many works 
of our Author, which, according to bi^ own 
account, are fcattered iu various publications,^ is 
not knowtt to the Tranflator. 

All , the works above enumerated J:^ave beep, . 
written fince the year 17.83 or 1784^ unlefs it 
may be fome of the moft ipamateri^ pieces in. 
the four mifcellaneous volumies, the precife dates, 
of which do not appear. The trijly valuable . 
talent of indefatigable induftry and application, 
cannot be denied to a man who has.accomplifhed . 
fo much, efpecially when it is considered that, 
for a coniiderable part of that time, ^otzebue w^s 
a.pybUc charafter, engaged in public bufinefs. 
HepRtereid the ^mprefs of.Ruflia's fervice in 
1781, and^ it is to be prefumed, had not quitted 
itjn 11^4,.fiace the preface to Qne of the vo- 
lupcj^ .pr X5f YoHugefi Offsfir{ifg ^ofn^ Fmj^ is 
dated froga Reval, in January that yean That all 
h|Si WOT^s^ bear th^ ftrong imprefs of genius can . 
as little be denied ; and if we rife in any way dif- 
fatisfied from the perufal of them, it is not 

^ becaufe 
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becaufe we difcover a deficiency, but rather an 
exuberance of genius^ which, as is very com- 
monly the cafe, hurries .on the writer with an 
excefs of rapidity that prevents his polifhing fuf- 
ficiently to afibrd entire fatisfadion to refined 
tafte I and where we fee fo much done, whik we 
greatly adpire^ we hunent that there ihould be 
any alloy to perfe£k admiration. 



FINIS. 



H 



C. WHTPriNGIf AM,?r/jMr, 

Dean Street, retter Uan, London* 
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